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The way to true knowledge, 


' Written in French, and tranſlated 
into English. 


Non judicayi me aliquid inter vos ſtire 
niſi JESuM & hunc crucifixum. 
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1 up ones Croſſe & follow our 
| © Saviour, may very well be 
is ſtyled the art of arts &ſcience 'P 
'F _ of ſciences, the true way to' «+ | WIR 
knowledge, & therefore Sr.. NN 
Pau] had reaſon to tel[ us »o# 
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Judicavi'me aliquid ſcire inter 
vos nift JESUM & - hanc'crucift- 
xun , 1 did not judge 1 knew any 
thing but onely, Jtsus & him 
crucified , this was the 'onely 
knowledge & in compariſon 
of this 'all other is bur mere 
ignorance. T his ſcience like. 
wile may yery properlie be 
ſtyled a heavenlie ſcience,ſin- 
ce it came downe from: hea- 
ven, & was left here below 
by the maker of heaven & 
earth, tocarrie us, aSit for- 
merlie did him, from earth to 
heayen ; how much -paines , 
howmany toileſome difficul- 
ties muſt be undergone to at- 
rain to the knowledge of 0- 
ther humane ſciences ? This 
ſacred 


facred art is taught without 
expence or- labour, this one 


onely thing is required in lear 
ning of it, to be willing tolearnes 
it doth not fill large volumes 
with-copious precepts & ſub- 
tile diſcourfes &diſputations, 
but onely ſweetely inſlils this 
one maxime into the hearts of 
irs ſchollars Take up your Croſſe 
whatſoever it s & follow me. 
This is the ſumme & epitome 
of this heavenlie ſcience, 
which will not much wearie 
the memory or ſurpaſſe the 
reach & underſtanding ofthe 
meaneſt capacitie. And the 
way to this knowledge, 
which I pretend to show in 
this lictle treatiſe, 1 mo"_ 
3, | re 


firt to dedicate}, to' you, imy 
very good friends, forſeyeral 
xeaſons, which Lunwillinglie 
Shall paſſe over in. ſilence, & 
mention this- one onelie 'mos 
tive knowing: thar afrer:you 
-have: for many yeares-paf- 
ſed on in the wayes of rhe 


-world, &found them'to be 


as void of peace & quiet- 
neſle as of true knowledge, 
you now determind'to Jay a- 
fide all ſecular cares ,, & rake 
care of your owne ſalvation, 
as you have before of your 
deareſt Childrens, I looked 
apon my ſelfas firmely oblt- 
ged out ofgraticude for your 
-manifold fayours which from 
ime to time: you haye hea- 
35:1 ped 


_ pedupon me, to lend you a 
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Jitcle helpe to the performan- 
ce of ſo laudable & religious 
adefigne , & show you in this 


lictle- cra&t the true way-to 
_ obtain what you ſo earneſilie 


aime at quietneſſe, remporall 


& eternal happineſſe, . this -is 


arrived.unto if we will beleive 
him that bad experienced ir 
himſelf our B. Redeemer, by 


bearing oyr Croſſes to//ite ju- 


{ 


[ 


guwumeum ſuper vos , take my 
yoake upon you ſaies this divine 
maiſter ; & what was his. yoa- 
ke bur his croſle , & inventetis 
requiem animabus veſtris , @ you 


Shall find reſt & repos peace & 


contentment t0 your ſoules. T his 


is my intent, & I hope you 
Se will 
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will accept of it, as of the fin- * 
cereſt & realleſt demonſtra- 
tion of my pratefull heart, 
which my meane abilities will 
permitt me to afford you, & 
thinke your ſelf ſome whar 
requited for all your kindneſ- 
ſe rome, if theſe my firſt la- 
bours in this kind may be the 


* Pyramides wherin ir may e- 


—_— 2 monument of 
utineſſe, & all the 
world may read that Divine 
& humane peace & happineſ\- 
ſe conſiſts in _—_ the croſ- 
ſe, & ſuffering afflictions & 
paines: which chat they may 
proye to bee | 
| Your Gratefull ſervant will 
never ceaſe to pray 
LS. 8-1. 
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jewes & foolishneſſe-to the gontiles','& 


. God weniuſt be as inſenſate in the eyes 


a Nere i# none tan ver! 
SAY wel doubt butthat the. 
DN /cience of the croſſe is 
IEP), an hidden m yſtery , 
E Z T7 Ne SON 2 þ ſince the divine word. 
rat ſelf doth intimate'ſo\ 
oyy whew by the mouth of his Apoſtle 
hedethrell us, it was a ſcandal to the 


bids us take care webe not deceived for 
he thit is wiſe in the eyes of the world; 
is 4 foole 3n the fight of the creatour of 
the world ,"for to be wiſrinthe fight of 


o = Mp thoughts are nothing 
þ A elſe 


Aarne. 
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wl/e but purevanitie, whoſe wiſdome is 
'rejetted by bim that bids us not truſt 


in men not in their ſentiments which 
are nothing elſe but illuſions, nor in their 
good opinion for that is but a cheate ; nor 
in their judgement for that is nothing 
but errour & miſtake;and what wonder 
it, it thould be ſo , fince thoſe that ap- 
proached ſo near the eternal light it ſelf, 
the incarnate wiſedome , never compre= 
hended the ſecret of this myſterious 
knowledge, but lay in the darke cloude 
of ignorance untill the coming of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt did difpell it from their eyes for 
when this ſon of the Eternal father was 
about to diſcouer this ſecret to them the 
holy Goſpell tells us , that their thoughts 
weretaken up with points of honour,& 
that -inthat ſelf. ſame time they would 
need; know which was tobe the greateſt 
amongſt. them how then' can we expett 
that thoſe that ate ſo far my 
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PREFACE. 
from that eſſential light & plunged imo 
the abyſſes of darkneſſe should ever un- 
derftand the ſecret of this hidden wi- 
ſedome , although they have ſpent their 
houres & dayes in the long & tedious 
courſes of divinitie & philoſophie , & 
have learnt & taught the higheſt 
ſciences humane witt can reach too , for 
defire of honour , & love of themſelves 
which u# alwayes foand in their hearts 
is 4 formal oppoſition to the knowledge 
of this myſterie, which is not beſtowed 
upon thoſe that place their joy & ſatis- 
faction in the eſteem & applauſe of men, 
& endeavour by alwayes imaginable to 
procure content totheir minds & bodies 
Deſpifings & contemnings which are 
the firſt fruits of the croſſe can hardly 
be ſeen amidſt the glitterings of honours 
& renowne, griefes & ſuſferances can- 
not be knowne amiqſt the commodioas 
entertainements of a delicate & eaſy 
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PREFACE. 
life , dainty cloathes , downy beds, 
ſumptuous houchould ſtuff , good cheer 
are but as ſo 'many thick clouds which 
yob us of the fight of the croſſe , of the 
knowledge of that God that was cruct- 
fie upon it for to teach us 4 contrary 
pradtiſe ; alas what reference hath the 
yaine & deceitfu!l ſweetneſſe of a vaine 
& deceitfull world to the hardneſſe of 
that ſalutiferous wood which though 1n- 
ſenſible refuſed to be carried by Heraclins 
the Emperour untill he had layd downe 
his royall robes & putt on a more poore 
& ſumplebabitt, Learne then you great 
Philoſophers , you towring ſpirits which 
find ſomuch eſteem ſomuch admiration 
amongſt yaine & foolith creatures, lear- 
ne I ſay ,that your wiſedome is but folly 


your knowledge ignorance your ſtudies 


panity ; learneto be low , to be little to 
be meane & contemptible , for this is the 
wa) totrue wiſedome , ſince God hides 

| his 


FREFACE. 

bis ſecret myſteries from the prudent & 
the wiſe , & reveales them to little ones, 
Learne from this little trath which for 
that intent I haye called the way to true 
wiſedome , the true  &.. falutiferous 
knowledge , the knowlege of the Croſſe, 
the knowledge of a Crucified God. 
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FIRST MAXIME. 
CAT 1 


That we muſt all neceſſarily go on in 
the w.yc of the Croſſe. 


| cible ſtrength of this 
truth, for it is an oracle pronunced 
by the mouth of the holy Ghoſt it 
fſelte, that we muſt enter into the 
Kingdome of God through many 
tribulations, & to ſpeake the truth 
the qualitie of a finner of its owne 
nature requires neceſlarily ſuffe= 


A 4 ran- 


(F) 
rances & tormcnts , for God that 
ts moſt juſt, cannor ſufferthe leaſt 
crime to go unpunished, but he 
muſt needs chaſtiſe the offendey 
ether in this or the other life ſin- 
ce then all men have ſinned it muſt 
neceſſarly follow they are necefli- 
pared & forced to bear the croſle. 

Burt beſides this the qualitie li- 
Kewiſe of a Chriſtian doth nor 
permitt one thould'be exempreel 
from croſſes & ſufferances, for if 
the adorable Jcſus., the head of the 
faithfull that make up but one 
body with him hath ſuff-red ro ene 
ter by that means into his glory 
as the divine word doth atreſt unto 
us, with far greater reaſon rhe parts 
of this body ought ſo be tormen- 
ted; in the natural bodie if the 
head be. in an ill diſpoſition all the 
xeſt of the parts partake of its mis- 
| hap 


(9) 
hap & peines, & what apearance is 
there that the King should nor en- 
ter into his kingdome which be 
longs to himby right 6 tirie , but 
through ſtripes & wounds , & that 
a ſlave of the infernall ſpirics, rthar 
hath deſerved a thouſand hells , 
Should poſleſſe. ic without the le- 
aſt peine or trouble. Where Jam 
adjoined our ſacred maſter, m 
ſervant $hall likewiſe be, & ir is bur 
juſt & reaſonable & there is no 
way to avoid it or do otherwayes, 
how can the head go one way & 
the reſt of the parts another, for 
they cannot do it unleſle they be 
fepararted from it , & then they 
would be wholly withour morien, 
withour life , dead &'noyſome; of 
what then do we thinke when we 
thinke to live without - crofles & 
troubles, bur of impoſlibilities & 
03 As the: 
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the greateſt folly of the world. For 
he that dos not cary his croſle af- 
ter me cannot be my diſciple; he 
doth not ſay it is very difficile & 
hard but he cannot be my diſciple, 
if the ſuperiour of a houſe ſaies a 
holy & learned Perſon thould be 
the firſt at his prayers & other ex- 
erciſes ,, whilſt the ſubjets & 
ſervants ly lazing in their bed, wit- 
hout doubt & that with reaſon 
too, hewould be angry : much 
more ſurcly, our ſauiour being the 
firſt atrhe. croſle , will not be con- 
tented it he fee us unwilling to keep 
him companie. 


. . Not Onely the qualitie of a 


Chriſtian, but the qualitie of atrue 


-& reall happy & perk. Chriſtian 
makesthe way of the crofe neceſ= 
Mary x0 all, for firſt croſſes are ne- 


ecllaric for us in what eſtare & 


60; 4 "0p % © $0t- 


(tr) 
condition foeuer we bein, for thes 
re is nonethat have nat needrto (a- 
tisfie the divine juſtice for their in+ 
numerable ſins & imperfections 
& joine thcir ſatisfaction with the 
ſatisfactions of their redeemer,who 
though he hath aboundantly fatis- 
' fied requires ſomerhing on our 
part as a nec: ſſaric condition to ap- 
ply thoſe infinite treaſures ro our 
foul.s & ſince we have deſerveda 
thouſand hclls & ro be banished 
from the beloved preſence of our 
eternal Father, we have nowreaſon 
to wonder tif we endure peines & 
deſolations durcing the courſe of a 
life that paſl:s away in a moment 
of time. Secondly we have alwayes 
need of being purged of our im- 
perfections , there is alwayes fome- 
thing in us to be purified , & God 
almightie as the Maſter Goldſmith. 
*:. A 6 draws 


i. T7 | 
draws his worke from, time to tim | 
out of the fire, to try & ſee whither : 
or no it be perfect & fir for his 
hand, & being nor perfefly ac- 
complished he caſts it again & 
again into _ the fournaiſe. The 
whole courſe of our life is but a 
noviceship, & we shall not make 

rofe(hon of: an entire & totall 

erfection untill we haye left this 
ife & with: it all fort of miſeries. 
Thirdly if we were already perfe&v 
& good Chriſtians if we were 
Saints p aMictionsare neccf[arie to 
keepe us ſo, tis the ſentiment of 
St. Gregorie who tells us that he 
that is the moſt rapt up in contem- 
plation, is moſt of all troubled with 
tentation, the example of St. Paul 
5 an undoubted teſtimonte of this 
irrefragable veritie , it is this, that 
brivgs it to paſle ſometimes , (ac- 
- bY Gare 
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cording to the doctrine of the ſelf 


: ſamefather ) that we find thegrea- 


teſt peine in that thing we thought 
to have made the centre of our re= 
poſe from whence is clear thar the 
Propher ſaid well- Thou haſt turned 
ropſy turvy his bed in his. infirmitie , as 
if he would have' faid All rhar 
which oftentimes we ordain for our 
reſt & repoſe, you make for our 
peine, for our trouble & diſcon- 
tent. Thirdy crofles., rorments., 
contradictions are neceſlarie , be- 
cauſe they conducerothe augmens- 


- ation & encreaſe of Grace, of the 


love of God, of meritt, of Glory, 
from whence it proceeds that God 
beſtowes a Good part upon thoſe 
ſoules upon which he hath grear 


 defignes. It is thus he hath alwayes 


behaved himſelf with the greateſs 


| Saints. & moſt bcloved friends., 


| <- t apon 


C14) 


pon who he Fi boeſtowes his gra- 


ces & favours & afterwards heapes 
upon them troubles & diigraces, 6 
it is reported of a certain holy Per- 
ſon thor our Saviour did recom- 
pevſe his paſſed ſorrows with re- 
doubling new matter of griefe, & 
with very good reafon , for 
who doth not know that trees rhe 
more they areshaken by the win- 
de, lay deeper rootes, that the in- 
cenſe doth not caſt its odour'forth. 
untill it be caſt firſt into fire , that 
the vine is worth little anleſle it 
be lopt , the ſon of God hath not 
he putt che conſummation of our 
falvarton ,in the conſummarion of 
his ſufferances & the dereliction 
even of his Eternal father , all his 
holy life was ſpent in trouble in 
crolles, for either he ſuffered actual- 
ly by exteriour peines , or his ſou» 
FIR le 


repreſentation & remembrance of 


(15) 


Ie was afflitid with the lively view- 
 & repreſentation of them , &.that 


with ſuch a conſtant firmneſle thar 
upon the mount thabor it ſelf when 
his glorie made: a deluge of joy 


\ upon all his powers &, faculties 


both ſuperiour & inferiour & 
wrought its wonders even uporr his 
Garments, in place of ſtaying his 
{pirit upon fo delightfull an obje&, 
he diverts his thoughts & places 
them upon. the'contemplation of 
his croſſes & his ſufferances, to 


'reach us that ſenſible joyes are not 


fitt for this life which is noshing 
elſe but a valley of miſerie & teares, 


\& when he came to dye, he did not 


permirt the love of the crolle to die 


'with him, bur his fide muſt be op- 


ned by the sharpe launce & the ho- 
ly Euchariſt muſt be a continuall 


bs 


FE 14d, 

Nis paſſion , & becauſe this muft 
end with rhe end of the world , he 
hath reſerved his wounds for all 
eternitie, to let us know that his in= 
elinations to ſuffer did not end with 
his ſuffrances but endured al- 
wayecs. 

Butl know ſome will be ready to 
fay that it was neceflary for our Sa- 
viour to ſuffer,. becauſe he came 
into the world to: fatisfie for us & 
ro take all ourdebts upon him & 
pay our ſcore bur ſurely this is a 
ſtrange & inconceivable way of 
arguing , the maiſter, the lord, 
the ſon, the King, nay God of in- 
finite perfetion muſt ſuffer & the 
eſclave, the vallert, the ſubject; rhe 
creature, the nothing, & what is 
below nothing the ſinner muſt go 
ſcott free , as if it were his affair ro 
donothingelſe but enjoy plealant- 
| nells 
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' nefle joye& lar'sfation , but our 
divine waſter hath taught us a qui- 
tes contrary leſſon & tells us in 
plain termes, ifany one will follow 
me ler him renounce himſelf & 
carry his crolle. He doth not ex- 
cept any condition whatſoever , if 
we go even: to the origine of the 
world:, & deſcend from age to age 
till ourlaſt & worſt yeares , & con- 
fider with attention what hath paſ- 
fed in the laws of nature, the writ- 
ten law & the law of grace we 
Shall 6nd that all have paſſed by the 
Crofle. If you ſee an Abel thatis li 
pleaſing ro God, you will at the \ 
ſame time ſee a Cain that doth per- Sl | 
ſecute him to death , & Abraham 

. ſogreara fried muſt be broughtto.._ 
the laſt proofe by an order which 
be receivesto ſacrifice his onely be- 


gotten ſon, Job muſt be reduced to 
the 


(18) 
the ſeate of a dunghill , in 2 moſt 
deplorable condition, deſpiſed & 
contemned of his cheifeſt friends & 
deareſt acquaintance , derided by 
his owne Gonke in the loſle of all 
his Goods & his loving children. 
Moyles muſt have a Pharoltr, & 
David an Abſolom. Eltas a Jcſa- 
þel, Tobie muſt looſe what is moſt 
pretious to all, his ſight. St. John 
Baptiſt muſt have an Herod. Nay 
if we chance to find even little in- 
" nocents that are fitt for heaven, 
they muſt go thither through the 
rivers of their owne blood, & the 
weaknefle of their age & debilirie 
of bodie will not exempt. them 
from bearing their Croſle, if our 
faviour hath two intimate friends 
St. John & St. Marie Magdalene 
they muſt accompany him ro rhe 
Croſle, & there drinke of the cup 

| which 
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which his father 44 preſented him 
withall; nay if he hath but one Mo- 
ther she likewiſe muſt be over- 
whelmedin a ſea of bitterneſle , her 
name muſt ſignify Mare Amarum , a 
bitter ſea, an ocean of aflition. 
We wuſt conclude then with the 
ſon of God, that the Good & (e- 
cure way to happineſle is'ro follow 
him & his ſaints & that we are not 
comeinto this world for any other 
intent then ro ſuffer with him , & 
muſt not be aſtonisht at the coura- 
ge of thar ſaint that cryed out, ei- 
ther ſuffer or dic, as much as if she 
had ſaid, ſufferances is the affair I 
came to employ my ſelf in, & the- 
reforeifl ſuffer no more I muſt of 
neceſlitie leave the world 


CHAP- 


(20) 
CHAPTER. .II. 


Croſſes are a marke of Pradeſtination 
and of an high Predeſt ination. 


Eternitie, £ternitie , how 
much do you concerne us 
mortals & yet how little do you 
enter into the minds of men, their 
Þlindneſle is ſo deplorable,that they 
are al wayes ploged in the thoughts 
of that which paſſes & never io 
much as caſt the leaſt glimpſe upon 
what is everlaſting. O Ecternitie, 


all ſorrs & conditions of men muſt | 


enter into you. & never come out 
again & alchough they cannot 
comprehend you , you will com- 
prehend them in thoſe abyſles 
which shall know no bottome, no 
end, no limits ; here itis every one 
| muſt 


(21) 


muſt take juit meaſures, for if we 


once miſtake here , we shall looſe 
withour any recall, whara comfort 
is it then to have ſome aſſurance of 
a bleſſed & happy Erternitie , but 
this you have when you are in af- 
fliction, in tribulation, incroſles, 
for our ſaviour who is the eterhal 
wiſedome & cannot miſtake -tells 
us Beati qui lugent , happy are thoſe 
that weepe, happy are thoſe thar 
ſuffer any thing that may cauſe tea- 
res & the Apoſtle Diſciple of this 

reat maſter-will tell us , rhat who=- 
| Hons God hath predeſtinated rg 
be ſaved they muſt be comforma- 
ble ro the Image of our Saviour fo 
that the true & genuine marke of 
przdeſtination is to be. found in 
the reſemblance which we $hall ha- 
ve with the ſon of God. Letus caſt 
Qur eyes then upon this divine ori- 
ginal 
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CHAPTER. II. 


Croſſes. are a marke of Pradeſtination 
and of an high Pradeſtination. 


E&ternitie, Mternitie , how 
much do you concerne Us 
mortals & yet how little do you 
enter into the minds of men , their 
Þlindnefle is ſo deplorable,that they 
areal wayes ploged inthe thoughts 
of that which paſſes & never to 
much as caſt the leaſt glimpſe upon 
what is everlaſting. O Acrernitie, 


all ſorrs & conditions of men muſt 


enter into you & never come out 
again & alchough they cannot 
comprehend you , you will com- 
prehend them in thoſe abyſles 
which shall know no bottome, no 
end, no limits ; here itis every one 
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muſt take juit meaſures, for if we 
once miſtake here , we $hall looſe 
withour any recall , whata comforr 
is it then to have ſome aſſurance of 
a bleſſed & happy Erternitie , but 
this you have when you are in afe 
fliction, in tribulation, incroſles, 
for our ſaviour who is the eterhal 
wilzdome & cannot miſtake -tells 
us Beati quilugent , happy are thoſe 
that weepe, happy are thoſe that 
ſuffer any thing that may cauſe tea- 
res & the Apoſtle Diſciple of this 

reat maſter-will tell us , rhar who=- 
Tov God hath predeſtinated rg 
be ſaved they muſt be comforma- 
ble ro the Image of our Saviour (o 
that the'true & genuine marke of 
przdeſtination is to be. found in 
the reſemblance which we $hall ha- 
ve with the ſon of God. Let us caſt 
gur eyes then upon this divine ori- 
ginal 


(22) 
ginal to become true copies , & let 
us ſee from time to time how we re- 
ſemble him, this is that which our 
rule of ſalvation commands us to 
obſerve, aſſoon as ever the ſcripru- 
re had declared the ſon of God ro 
be what he was the beloved of his 
fatherit tells us that preſently he 
was carried by an impulſe of the ſpi- 
rit into the deſert , amongſt the 
wilde beaſts , to ſuffer & endure 
hardships & difficulties, if we aske 
the ſelf fame divine perſon that his 
favorite St. John Evangeliſt should 
fitt with him at the ſame table, he 
firſt will aske if he can drinke the 
cup he hath to give, the cup is a 
neceſlarie condition of arriving to 
happineſfle & therefore Benjamin 
in the antientlaw who was a figure 
of thoſe thatwere to be predeſtina- 
ted when the others had corne, nd 
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the cup putt into the mouth of his 
facke , and therefore St.. Auſtin 
makes no diflicultie to tell us that 
he that is not in the number oftho- 
ſethar ſuffer, is nor in the num- 
ber of thoſe that are the. chil- 
dren of God ; forwe muſt nothope 
to obtain the inheritance of heaven 
without we partake of the crofle & 


{ſwallow downe the bitter drought 


of the cup, & the reaſon of this 
truth may be this, for there is no ſu= 
rer & more certain ſigne that we 
shall be alwayes united ro God for 
all eternitie, then to be unired here 
tohim, for when once we have tas 
ted how ſweet God almightie is , 
there is hopes we shall never be dif- 
joynedfrom what we experience (0 
good, & {oarcina fitt diſpolition 
to pallefro one degree to another 
dones ridebinar Dew deorn in Sion. 
Oy: ; ti 
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till we'shall ſee God him ſelf face 
to face, now becauſe troubles, 
croſles: & -afflitions ſeparares us | 
. from all things that are created  & | 
that -may hinder our ution: with | 
God , one may well ſayithar»they * 
_areaifure ligne of our predeſtina- | 
tion. Furbermoreir is certain that | 
there is no greater ligne of predeſ- | 
 tination. then joy & peace-in the 
holic Ghoſt, & this is onely found 
io the way ofthe croſle, forthe :di- 
vine truth it {elf tells us happy-are 
you when-you are in -aMidtion, | 
gaudete & .exiultate , rejoice & be | 
gl:d, & ifourfaviour bids usrejoi-. ; 
cc, hecan cAIE what he 
commands , !fot- St; ;Auſtini ſayes 
F| da mibi quod jubes;& jube:quod: vis , 
give me what yog-command; & 
cotmmand-what you: pleaſe, 'for I 
know it you command be me to 


be 
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be glad you will eafilie make m& 

_ {o., & therefore if -our Saviour 
commands usto be joyefull in the 
midſt of afflitios he will give what 
he commands, we sball always find 

joy, & peace inthem. I knew a per- 
ſo. that. being ſick found himſelf 

' comfortedin the peine he ſuffred 
in his head-by a continuall feaver 
by: entertaining his thoughts with 
the happineſſe of ſufering & bea- 
ring.the croſle, he repreſentedts 
himſclfea generall forſaking of by 

| all creatures, a great- multitude of 

| perſecutions, the lofle of honour 

; & of that which'is/ tnoſt pretious 

\_ inthisworld, he conſidered himſelf 

|  asabandoned by all his friends dif- 

| graced by all the ſervants.of God, 

looked upon as an. outcaſt of the 

| world &ſcorne & derifion of men, 

| laſtliche faw himfelf in ſuch a ba- 
Re me 
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till we'shall ſce God him ſelf face 
to face, now becauſe troubles , 
croſles & afflitions ſeparares us 
' from all things that are created & 
that may hinder our union with 
God , one may well ſay. that they 
area ſure (ligne of our predeſtina- 
tion. Furhermore it is certain that 
_thereis no greater ligne of predeſ- 
 tination then joy & peace in the 
holic Ghoſt , & this is onely found 
io the way ofthe croſle, for the di- 
vine truth it ſelf cells us happy are 
you when you are in aMldtion, 
audete & exultate , rejoice & be 
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glad, & ifour ſaviour bids us rejoi-. - 


ce, he can eaſily performe what he 


commands , [for St. ;Auſtin! ſayes 


da mibi quod jubes, & jube quod vis, 


give me: what you command ;; '& 


command -what you:-pleaſe, for I | 
know if you command be me to | 


be. 
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be glad you will eafilie make m& 


ſo., & therefore if -our Saviour 
commands usto be joycfull in the 
midſt of afflitios he will give whar 
he commands, we shall always find 
joy & peace in them. I knew a per- 
ſo that being ſick found ' himſelf 


' comfortedin the peine he ſuffred 


in his head by a continuall feaver 
by entertaining his thoughts with 
the happineſſe of ſufering & bea- 
ring the croſle, he repreſentedts 
himſclfea generall forſaking of by 
all creatures, a great multitude of 
perſecutions, the lofle of honour, 
& of that which :is moſt pretious 
inthis world, he conſidered himſelf 
as abandoned by all his friends dif= 
graced by all the ſervants of God, 
looked upon as an outcaſt of the 
world & ſcorne & derifion of men, 
laſtlic he ſaw himſelf in ſuch a ba- 
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| (26) | 
fishment of all created goods thar 
brought co thelaſt'extremitie of a 
deſperate- {ickneſle, he'could not 
find ſo*much as aftable to lye in, 
not ſo-much as aglaſſe of waterto 
uench his thirſt , nota perſon to 
aſſiſt & helpe him , but that he was 
obliged to dyc'in the midſt of the 
ſtreers ,--& thinking & imagining 
allthis , he faid he found a Paradiſe 
npon earth , he found nothing but 
joy &-contcent , &- afterwards in 
length'of time when by the provi- 
dence of the ſupreme Governour 
hereally found part of whar before 
he imagined hedid proteſt, he was 
ſo farfrom changing his mind that 
he foundit more certainly & more 
clearly verified thar the happineſle 
of this life conſiſted in ſuffring a 
great deale : & do not thinke when 
I ſpeake of joyes amidſt croſſes, 
C G that 


77) 

that I ſpeake ' contradictions. for 
the Apoſtle St. Paul following the 
ſentiments of his divine' Maiſter , 
proteſtes that he was-not 'onely fil- 
led with joy in the midſt of his tri- 
bulations , but that he did fupera- 
bound:& why may we not fay that 
crolles '& 'joyes may go hand in 
hand, for if we have faith bur as a 
graine'of muſtard ſeed we may re- 
moveall mountaines of difficulties, 
for a true farthwill teach 'us, that 
crofles are-the moſt dear favours 
of our Creatour , '& if weare fully 
perſuaded of the certaintie of this 
truth how isit poſſible not to ha- 
ye joy when we are favoured by the 
King of heaven it ſelf, & rhat we 
areſo when we are in afflition is 
clearly convinced by the mouth of 
anangell who told usto , when he 
told Tobie quia acceptus erat Deo, ne- 
B 2 ceſſe 


————RQq— ﬀ-  — —O— "I OE 
" - a 
28 = _ 
"= WD is 


> "Sn Eat 
- - IE. ; - —_— 
— bo Eres pm - 
m—_——— <a Gan =o 
R - ee We 


— 
— as 


Who. a 


ant _— og 
a 8 g 4 
wth 7 » 
Spe labs es . 53-425 % 
wh one: SO +, 8s 4 


- 
x TY 
et 


Ry. 3 TSS 
aequlins RE 
Pt * A M NY 
hy A nar —_ 


- Pow? OT IONS =D ec ——_— 


mana - _—— II IISS 
- 
44s fied giliwer 2-4; _ 
PI” 
S pb 25a "35 


IIS 
ba 


- —&# 
% 6b 
= a 


(28) 

Tefſe fuit ut tentatis probaret te, Becau- 
ſe thou wert acceptable toGod, the 
reforc it was necellary that-tempta- 

tion & troubleshould prove &af- 

Ai&t you, there.1s a neceflary cohe- 

rence between -the friendship of 
God & trouble .& affliction, how 

then can we doubt but that they 

are matters of joy & content, & 
that we may find fiveetneſle in the- 
ſe bitter potions, the poore beggar 
rejoices at the obtaining of ſome 

great riches, & what riches are to 

be compared to croſles & affli- 

Rions ,let usimagine to our ſelves 

the joy ofa mean & abje creature 

elevated to thedignity of a throne, 
of a crowne & {cepter ; The joy of 
marchands after great gaines, of la- 
Sourers after a plentifull harveſt, 
. of generalsafter a victorious con- 
queſt , of lick after the recoverie of 
- their 


729) 
their health ,'of captives after their 
chaines & their libertie , infine aff 
the ſubjects of joy imaginable are 
to be found in the Jew, 6 of 24 
Croſle , foras the eloquent S. John 
Cryſoſtom affirms, & aſſures as 
that to ſuffer is ſome thing greater 
then to be Monarch of the Univer- 
ſe, that the glory of the Apoſtle(- 
hip muſt give place to ſuffrances, 
that it is more illuſtrious to be loa. 
ded with chainesfor JE sus , then 
to undergoe the qualitie & dignitie 
of an Evangeliſt or that of being 
DotGtor ofthe world,that he would 
very willingly haveleft heaven , ift 
were putt to his choice to come && 
fuffer. once more for the God of 
heaven, &the glory: of the Sera- 
phins did nor give his ambitious 
mind ſo much {cope ofenvie as the 
moſt doleſome croſles , for which 
| B 3 reaſon: 
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reaſon- he thought the divihe St. 
Paul more happy to have bin Im- 
Priſoned, then to have bin rapt up 

. Into the third heavens, & prefers 
the ignominie of the Prince of the 
Apoſtles loaded with chaines befo- 
re the felicitie of the angel that ca» 
me to free him out of them. Have 
nor we reaſon then to rejoice in our 
afflictions, & in our rejoicing be 
aſſured that they are a figne of our 
prezdeſtination,, & not onely ofan 
ordinarie predeſtination bur of a 
moſt high & ſublime one . the li- 
ving ſtones of which the allpo=- 
wertull will build the heavenly Je+ 

| ruſalem muſt be ſmoothed & po- 

ll Tished , as the Church fings, with 

| the ſtroakes of affliction, & in this 
celeſtiall citty , all the predeſtinare 
will find their particular manſions, 
which in proportion to their great- 
7 oO neſle 


1) 
neſſe muſt be the more laboured 
& workt, for the little labour & 
peines we take with a building to 
begin & accomplishe it, isan evi- 
dent {igne thatwe intend no great 
maſter peice I know. thele ſtroakes 
are rude & harsh to nature, but 
without reaſon-, the Covetous 
Vintner ( as Balthazar Alvarez was 
wont to ſay) that would-be afflicted 
to ſee his vineyard deſtroyed. by..a 
ſudden tempeſtuous showre,would 
be preſently comforted when he 
Should underſtand, that every drop 
that fell was a peice of Gold or a 
pretious pearle, every ſtorme of af- 
fliction is as big with drops of Gold 

& jewels, as a Cloude of water; eve- 

ry ſtroake that the hammar of 
trouble gives, is a degree of Glary, 

why should we not then be. of-the 

mind of that holie perſon. & make 
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6urchoiſe to be what his was, to 
witt , that if the glorie of God was 
equally to be found in afflictions & 
eonſolations he would rather ma- 
ke choice of ſufferings becauſe by 
that meanes be would be ſo much 
more like our ſavi our & by conſe- 
quence more ſure of his Salvation, 
Oh what a shamefull thing it is 
(cries our St. Bernard) to ſee a 
delicate ſouldier under a Capitain- 
Crowned withthornes.. 


CHAPTER IL 


The Cauſſes of our Croſſes 


pg + He ſoule of man pushed on 
; by a ſecret love of its owne 
{ltc intereſt is aptto find out rea- 
| ſous, 


the Crofle, & enquire what pleaſu- 
re God thatis an infinite goodneſ- 
ſe can take in the wayes of ſuffe- 
rances, &1s _ argue that he 
thatis goodneſle ir ſelf cannot be 
contented in any thing elſe bat 
doing whasis good , & heape feli- 
citie upon his dear creatures , his 
deligne when he created man was 
to continue him in the Paradiſe he 
putt: him in & to give. him a life 
happy: in this .& the next world. 
But the anſwer to this is eaſy , for 
man having voluntarily & of his 
owne accord engaged him ſelf in 
fins, he hath likewiſe engaged him 
ſelf ro ſuffer thoſe peines the juſt 
judge thinks fitt-ro impoſe upon 
him for them, it is for this reaſon 
God ſends us ſufferances, as a Kind 
father ſends bitter medicines to his 
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ſons, to oppoſe this Dofrine of 
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ekilde that is f Us 4-4 his intention 
isnot tO moleſt &tronble hischild; ; 
bar ſuppoſing his maladie, he is 
obliged to do it, & its his [ove & 
paternal care. thar makes him uſe 
fuch rigorous meanecs to cure his 
diftempcrs, & thishe' doth either 
ro chaſtiſe us &-fſatisfhe his divine 
juftiee, orto purifie us, or to fan- 
Etifhc us, 
Firſt then we ſuffer for our (ins 

& is it but juſt & reaſſonable, & he 
that hath'once penetrated the ma- 
lice of fin wiltnor ar allbe aftohiſ- 
hed arir; forit isfor'fin thar the pei- 
nes of hell muſt endure & shall en- 
dure to all etcrnitte, it is for ſin 
that death had its entric into the 
world, & al[the miſcries we lament 
when we ſee! them , -& herin God. 
Showeshis fitherly kindneſle that 
he chaſtiſes us. in this world that 
ban 728 - U on 
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we by making good .uſe of it, may: 
be freed-from: the: torments. of the 
next, we may obſerve likewiſe that 
we ſometimes $hall finde perſons 
of an. eminem ſanctitic deſtined by 
God. almightic ro be the victimes 
of his juſtice, & to: carry: great & 
unhcard of pcines to-abfalue & de- 
liver: a great. number of ſwners 
from their vices & crtnes, & we 
hve an illuftrions.example of it in 
the devout: Rujizious Margaret 
Carmeitte of Baulne who endured 
extreme paines for the 11ns of many 
ſometimes ſuffring for the cove=- 
rous , ſometim<s for the proud , 


fomctimes for the impure., & fo ' 


making her ſelf avictimeto the ju- 
ſtice ofthe almightie for a;number 
of crimincls & 1rnners. | 

| Secondly: we ſuffer to be washed 
& purileed from our fins, & from 
1459 B 6 th.e- 
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thoſe fpotts -&- blemishes which 
they leave in onr ſoules, the ma- 
lignitie of our nature is ſo grear 
that it cannot be ſeparated from 
evill but by the force & violence of 
paine & torments if our bodies 
ſtand in need of ſo many remedies 
& thoſe painfull enough roo -our 
. ſoules have far more need of far 
greater ſufferances to be freed of 
far greater diſtempers., & it is for 
this reaſon thar our ſoule is ſome- 
times tormented with excefhve af- 
fictions, & terrible croſles , whicly 
are neceſſary to purge & cleanſe it, 
& more particularly for ſome ſecret 
& hidden faults, which it did not 

erceive, & thus we read in thelife 
of that holy Woman Catheriue of 
Genua, thatshe was punished ten 
yeares together by a ſecrer & un 
Enown kjndotf pine , forthe con» 
| gent. 
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tent & ſatisfation the had taken in: 


| ſpiritual graces & favours, 


 Weluffer to ſanRifie our ſous 
les which is performed by ſepara- 
ting us from all that is baſe & meas 
ne all that is earthly & impure & 
then unitirg us moſt nearly with 
God, & in the ſelf ſame propor- 
tion that the. ſandicie of God: 1s 
communicated to the crearure,. it 
producescither- a. greater or leſſer 
union by ageneralprivation of all 
that which: 1s: incompoſſible with 
his puritie ;. which never falls out 
but with great ſufferances & peines, 
for what meancsis there to be ſepa- 
rated from himſelf & his inclina- 
tions without ſuffering a greatdca- 
le of paine, of ſtrife, of trouble. 
Thus we lee thoſe that have an in- 
Clination to honours cannot» be 
Joind totally ro God before they - 

"Ip 
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33). 
ſeparated from that love, & this 
can not be done without paine & 
trouble, & ſo of all the reſt of our 
affections, lincethen the goods to 
which theſe affections of ours are 
fixed too are feither exteriour orin 
teriour, ſo the ſeparation from 
them, & the croſſes which: that 
brings are either exteriour , viz; de- 
privation of. health: ſtrength ho- 
nour , ſupporr of friends favour of. 
men &c, Or interiour. which be- 
long properly to the ſoule ir (elf & 
its operations, & theſe excel! the 
others as far as the body doth the 
ſoule, & theſe shall be the onely. 
ſubjc& of this treatiſe, partly becau- 
ſe they are leſſe thought of or eſtee- - 
med & partly becauſe they are mo- 
re proper tothe eſtate of Chri- 
Kians. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Of the P ines of the Minde & firſt of* 


the tentations of infidelitie bluſ- 
phemie & diſpaire. 


ſerved that as the inreriour 
Croſſes of Chriſtians are an ex preſ- 
fion or imitation of the interiour 
Croſlesof Jesus-CurisT, & 
- as this life crucified by paines & 
trouble thatare not ſeen, repreſents 
the hidden life of a Deified man 1o 
thoſe that ſuffer theſe croſſes are 
the moſt beutifall lmages of our 
divine Saviour, T he other martyrs 
have men & angells for th. ir ſpe&ta 
tours, whilcſt theſe have no body 
to contemplate thzm , bur God 
alone, & this makes, rh. le ſtates & 
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conditions more holy , becauſe 
they. purt us our of the complacen- 

cy of creatures, which can ſcarce 

"Teprove or praiſe what they do not 
know: or ſee, & they very much 
ſurpaſſe .what all the ſufferances 
the paines of our bodies can give 
us which are.ſweet & pleaſant 5 


the-mind is ſatisfied & contented. 


-: To begin to treate of them it will 
be neceſſary to deſcend to particu- 


lars, & firſt to ſpeake of thoſe trou- 


bles that happen in the temptations 
of matrers of faith. Thoſe that have 
had cxperience of this Kind of ten- 
tation do auouch-thar itis the moſt 
rude & hard ofall the reſt; in others 
thcre remains atleaſt rhis- comfort 
ofthe thought ofa God, that isro 
fay , thefairh & belicfe tharthere is 
one, bur here the doubr- is whicher 
or no there is any, from whence 

T9 | then 


m1 
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themcan a ſoule that finds it ſelf in 


this condition.looke for any com- 
fort, from the earth alas that: is im- 


pollible, from heayen , it thincks 
there is. none, frem- this-preſent li- 
F.1t..is there where it finds its tor- 
ments, from thelife to come alas it 
thinks thereis none to come, &in 


truth. this triall .is moſt ſtrangely 
troubleſome. 

Yetthoſe ſoules: that paſſe un- 
der this zriall ought notto faint un- 
der the burrhen, but rather encou- 
rage themſelves with this , that 
God whois allgoodvefſe hath car- 
ricd the-greateſt part of the ſaints 
the ſelflameway, & in our times 
we have ſeen the Vertuous Ladie 
Mother de Chantal cry & lamen=- 
ting ſay, that she was withour faith, 
without :hope, without charitie. 
We have likewiſe ſeen a holy ſu- 


pert- 
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periour of an order very ſtrict fo 
far troubled with this tentation that 
he was forced to cry out continual- 
ly, I beleive, 1 beleive, & he that 
-was uſed to comfort & ſatisfie o- 
thersin their doubrs & tentattons 
by his ſpirituall adviſes: & learned 
treatiſes was obliged now to beg of 
thoſe that Rood round a bout to 
aſſure him that he - pronounced 
thoſe words I beleive , I beleive. 
What then muſt we do in this 
troubleſome eſtate, in this doubt- 
full condition, nothing elſe but 
take greatcarethat we do not reg- 
ſon with our adverſary not giving 


way to his ſuggeſtions .when he | 


would perſuade us that it is neceſla- 
ry & convenientto ſearch afterrea- 
ſons & ſubtile diſcourſes to free us 
from it;, for experience hath often 
Showne us-that this is the way. mo«-. 
| mm 
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're:to entangle & enveigle us, forif 
once we begin to diſpute with this 
cunning ſophiſter, you are ſurely: 
cayght by his deviſes & ſophiſmes z 
that great Perſon both for nobilitie 
& virtue Francis de'Sales Prince & 
Bishop of Geneva aſſures us that 
without an cextraordinarie helpe 


| from heaven , he had ycilded to a 


moſt ſubrile tentation againſt an 


article of faith , which hewould ne- 


yer diſcover to any bodie elſe , fea- 


ring they should be caſt into the 


ſelflame danger. All hereſies ſpring 
from the libertie that we will aſſu- 
me to our ſelves to examine the 
truths of our religion relying upon 
our ownc lights, our owne reaſo- 
nings our owne judgement,& what 
is the product of both, our yeuup 
Interpretation of the hole ſcriptu» 
res of Councells, & the deciſions 
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of our cheife Paſtours againſt the 
expreſle doctrine of the Apoftte 
St. Paul who clearly reaches us 
that we Shoald captivate our un- 
derſtanding under the obedience 
of faith, for what doth he under- 
ftand by this caprivitte , bur that 
the underſtanding should quiet & 
reſt it ſelf under the ſincere obe- 
dience of what God reveales to us 
by the Church which is the pillar 
of truth , & which is onely able t6 
convey the true revelation of Gods 
will & the genuine ſenſe of ſcriptu- 
re to our underſtandings, without 
this ſubmiſſion we hall ſplitt our 
ſelves into as many diviſions as the 
philoſophes did that relyed every 
one upon their private reaſon & we 
Shall not want as ſtrong & ſubtile 
arguments, long & witty diſcour- 


{es as thoſe; the Arrians & others 


that 


chat went before us, made uſe of 
backt with long quotations of the 
holie wirtt it ſelf, & the ſpecious 
authority ofantient fathers, ſecon- 
ded with the advantage of char- 
ming. eloquence, :& the alluring 
exter our of an edyfying. life. & 
contempt of the 'world riches, & 
honours : the beſt remedie then 
1s that which Sr. Francis de Sales 
councells us too in. this condi- 
tion ,isto take our flight by the ga- 
te of the will , leaving that of our 
Judgement & underftanding , & if 
you thauld object & ſay how can 
I: produce acts of faith when it 
ſeemsto metharI am quite depri- 
ved of all faith & all its effes, I 
Cannot make any atts ſaid-a-holy 
perſon that was tryed by this ren- 
tation, &this is my martyrdome 
that I ſee all the world enjoy the 

| light 
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Tight & beneficr of faith, & I am 


deprived ofit , But this is to decet- | 


ve yourſelfanſwers a great Prelate, 
for you are not deprived of the act 


of faith although you thinke you 


are, & although you do not per- 
cclveit ,for-under a great heape of 
hott cinders ,there oem times lyes 
a redhotr coale ſo much the mo- 
rehott by how much the more clo- 


ſely thutr up, the fire that is impri- | 


ſoned ina fournaiſe is commonly 


more yehement then that which is * 


in the open & free aire; & that faith 


mult needs be alively one that can 
keep the ſoule-in the fear of God 


_ inthe midſt of ſo many difficulties 


& contradictions againſt ir, alas! 
you complain you have no love, 
& it is faith that makes you com- 
plain, if you have nor faith , if you 
Bayenotihe fear of God, what ; a- 
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kes you fear ſin , & tentations toit, 
thoſe that are wholly deprived of ir, 
abandon themſelves to all fort of 
crimes we may conclude this ſub- 


je with the holy Tereſia I avouch 


faid the, she more diflicultie there 
1sinany miſterie of our faith the 
lefle difficultie I have to beleive ic 
my ſouleis ſatisfied inthe difficul- 


- tie that was repreſented to my mind. 


for I can eaſily perſuade my ſelf 
that God can worke in another 
manner & more ſublime then I can 
underſtand or comprehend and 
with: another holy perſon , who 
tells us that thoſe ſoules that do 
not find thoſe ſenlable inclinations 
of faith have ir lodged & fixt not- 


wiſtanding in the bottom of their | 


loule, 
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CHAPTER YV. 


Of the tentation of" -reprobation ,-diſ= 
couragement- & diſpaire. 


YT. Tereſa writes in theI chapter 

J of the ſixth ſtation of the inte- 
riour caſtell, that the enemy of 
mankind makes the ſoule ſometi- 
mes thinke, thatshe is -rejedted by 
God almightie, she could ſpeake 
by experience, having received '{o 
many blowesfrom heaven, -to exe 
preſle my ſelfin the way of the ho- 
lie Bishop that write her life. One 
of her religious in the Couvent of 
Alve was torwented for the ſpace 
of ſeven yeares by the enemy who 
ſuggeſted unto her that she was re- 


 Jected & damned with out all reme- 
| dic & ſuccour 2 &1n our dayes the 


great 
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great Francis de Sales was tryed by | 
this proſe, & it is not poſlible to. 


number upthe innumerable com- 
pany of devoure* ſoules that have 
bin cruelly aMided &tormented in 
this nature. In finethere is no place 
left to doubt thatGod with a fince«. 
re will deſires our ſalvation & hath 
& doth doe more to procure it 


then ye our ſelves ever can doe ; It 


1s certainly true that we love our 
ſelves, we have anincrcedible, incli- 
nation to our owne concerns ; but 
yet it is more certainly true thar 


God hath morelovefor us, & for 


onurgood then we can have, & if 


any doubts ofit let him caſt his eyes' 
upon the annihilation of his incar-/ 


nation, let him looke upon the 
manger, let him goin ſpiritto the 
Calvaire; lethim refle@ with fince- 
reattention upon the eſtate which 
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52) 
he has choaſen to dwell in the. 
Holy Euchariſt for theſe fiften 
hundred yeares, nay if any could 
but ſeriouſly reflect -Upon this one 
article of faith, that he.is deſcended 
from heaven for us & for our Sal- 
vation , it is evident he could ne- 
ver have the leaſt apparent doubt. 
of his good will for the (alvation of. 
our ſoules ; & therefore we may. 
Gy affirme thatthe dJubrs 
& thoughts of our. miſcarriage in 
matters of our ſalvation never co-. 
mes from God who ſo much dc f(1- 
res it, but from our inferval ene-:; 
mie- « C1 with. rage. & envie doth, 
what h- can ro hinder. & diſturbe, 
our happinefle,, & if eyer hex per; 
mits rhis affliction ro fall v upQN 2. 
ſoule. it 1s for i Its greater: good. &. 
a more perk exerciſe of; conſtan-, 
cic & virtue'& we x ought. io bchaye.. 
our 
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Te Ten. 
our ſelves h:reasin the matters of 
faith', reaſoning is never good , for 
this is a labyrinth which the ſoule 
of man can never fathome , it is an 
abyſſe & we muſt nor thinke to 
finde- the bottome of ir but muſt 
endeavor to withdrawe our 


: thoughts as much 2s we can poſlt- 
| bly not reflecting at leaſt volunta- 


rily , burflinging our ſelves wholy 
upon the divine providence wit- 
hout reſerve without examining his 
deſigns & counſels which are infin 
tely beyond the capacitie of our 
weake comprehenſions, which lag- 
ge & faile under the ponderous 
thoughts of an infinite wiſedome, 
& we muſt follow the example of 
that holy perſon who ' having a 


devil 'rraveſted into 'an angell of 


light to perſuade him that he was 
damned made this anſwer, alas if 


C 3 for 


for my fins & heinous crimes I: de- 
ſerve to be damned & muſt not 
love God-for a long, eternitie, at 
lecaſtIam reſolved I will love him 
in this life as well as I- can & that 
Shall bee, with my whole heart, & 
Gnce I have ſoshorta ſpace of time 
which is. concluded within the 
compaſle: of a few yeares, ( tos 
short a ſpace to ſpendin the love of 
ſo great a goodneſle, ſo greata li- 
beralitie) I will not atleaſt looſe 
this shortmoment,, butwill ſpend 
every indiviſtble atome of ir, in his 
honour, in his lovein his praiſe & 
benediction. I will recompenſe by 
my fervorous love in this life whare 


I shall never be able ro: do in the 


next, with this the hiſtory. of this 


Cint rellsus, the enemy went away 


confounded, and this is the beſt & 


moſt, excellent way to fight with 


_— 


theſe 


them to praQile virtue with greater 
fervour & more perfe&ion.. And 
as often as they come, we muſt-ne- 
ver give the leaſt way to faint hear- 


tedneſſe, we muſt neyer be Giſcou-: 


raged, for although we had com- 
mitted all the fins ofall the ſinners 
that ever have bin we ought not to 
faint under the burthen , bur cou- 
ragioully ſay I beleive in the forgi- 
veneſle of fins. And if the enemie 
Should ſuggeſt unto your thoughts 
that you are the greateſs finner of 
rhe world , that have abuſed & pro- 
faned the temple of the holy Ghoſt, 
have ſpent your life in 'conrinuall 
relapſes after ſo many extraordina- 
ry lights & favours from heave, tell 
him'that all this is not great.enough 
to drie up the ocean of an infinite 
goodnefle, itwchadto do with.a 
| C4 lim3e 


theſe: tentations to make uſe of 


(56) | 


creatures is, we Should all have (uf- 
ficient ground to fear & diſtruſt, 
but fance an infinite one is the ſub- 
ject of our hopes there is no cauſe 
of deſpaire , for it is to affront the 
majeſtie of our redeemer & a fin 
againſt the holy Ghoſt, when the- 


re remains but one moment 'of 


ourlife, endeavour nor to looſe 
that neither for that is ſufficient ro 
carry you to an happy eternitie, 
Furthermore if he should ſuggeſt 
unto you that you have fell many 
thouſand times even ſince you ha- 
ve ſerved & loved him , & you ſtill 


_ donothing elſe, anſiver him, & ſay 


that if you should fall a rhouſand 
times a day you would riſe as many 
conſider a perſon that takes a jour- 
ney to a far & remote cittie & ma= 
es many falls by the way, is it not 

| rrue 
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 FFtruethat by falling & riſing he at 


laſt arrives to his journeys end, al- 
though he'employs more-time & 
petncs, bur if under pretext thathe 
hath made agreat company offalls, 
he should lye'in the midſt of rhe 
Kennel, without queſtion hewould 
never come to the: place he-1nten= 
ded, bur commitra grofſe miſtake 
& folly. Imicate the wiſedome-of a 
ſtout travailler in the wayes of per- 
feftion , if youfall beſare to riſe aſ- 
ſon as you can by a hearty repen- 
tance and cordialt averſion from 
your lin, '& never looke at it any 
more', bur onely as the object ei- 
ther 'of your humiliation & con- 
erition, & take new vigour & mo- 
re courage from the paſſion & 
blood of a Crucified God, for what 

rofitt can acrue to you when once 
you have fallen to lyegroveling in 
DRY o C5 the 


youlift your ſelf up, to ſtand ga- 


EE 20S  _L 
che mire & dirt,. & if. perchance 


ſing.upon the place you lay in.Ne- 
ver much enquire after the reafon 
& cauſe why God doth. thus deale 
with you & permitt you thus to be 
tempted, whither it is for your fins 
or rather to try. & purifie you, for 
if it be for your ſins you have rea- 
ſon to.ſake courage lince God ne- 
yer punishes the (c|f fame fin twice, 
how good, ſaics St. Bernard, is 
God to ſinners, that he is angry. 
ith them inthis life, that he mighe 


- Dor punish them in the nexr,if tor 


your tryall you have as great a 


matter ofjoy as you haye occaſion. 


of meritt.& glory. 
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CHAPTER. VL 


Of Drineſſes , Darkeneſſes, Diſtrations 
and Repugnances to good workes. 


| Od almightie doth ſometimes 

caſt the © ule into ſuch an art- 

ditie , that ir really thinks that it 
never had the leaſt taſte of virtue, 
amongſt the reſt a perſon ofa grear 
ſanQirie doth proteſt thar for about 
eighteen yeares, She was forced to 
walke through theſe uncouth de- 
ſerrs & never touch rhe leaſt lower 
ofconſolation or comfort, which 
others that went before hcr had of- 
ten times experienced in the pleas 
fant gardens of a virtuous life & a 
certain preacher that died in the 
midſt ofthe ſnowes of Canada, ne- 
yer had any thing elſe bur drineſ-? 
Tn G66 a 
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fes, & interiour troubles amongſt 
all the labour, & troubles which 


his Apoſtolicall 'funQion didnece(- 


farily engage him in, & I knew 
( fats the author of this bocke )) a 
entleman of an excellent virtue - 
that aſſured me at his death, .chat 
for fortie yeares together , he had 
neverany thing elſe but aridities & 
dryneſles repugnances & difficul- 
ties in all theexercifes of his devou- 
teſt actions. OE 
There are certain ſoules that do» 
not onely walke by theſe deſerts, 
bur lip alſo into obſcurities & dark 
neſſes ,for God leaves them inthe 
ignorance of their owne faults & 
miſdemeanours, becauſe he kno- 
wes that if he should diſcover thenr 
they would nor be able to bear withe 
the grear Shame & confuſion they 


would produce i in their. thoughts; 
We 


2 : Wong | 

We have agreatexample of this int 
the life of that holy perſon Cathe- 
rin of Genua, who did not ſee cer- 
tain faults which she had although 


She was very much advanced in the 


waycs of perteRtion. The moſt ho- 


lieſt & devout perſons are not ex- 
empred from diſtractions for St. 
Hierome tells us in the dialogue 
that he writt againſt the Lucite- 
rians that often times in his prayer 
he walkt in the porches & galeries 
or was a counting. his money with 
the marchandsin the comproirs&c. 
& St. Gregorie in the tenth booke 
of his morals teaches usthat in our 

rayer ſometimes heaven & hell 
mingle themſelves together, & the 
foulc being elevated ro God in con- 
tewplarion, isat the ſelf lame time 
carried away by the Images & re- 
preſentations of what is not fittto 
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be thonghr on. St. Bernard in: his 


little treatiſe of the interiour houſe 


in the4y. chap hath theſe words, If 
I shutt mine eyes I till fee thoſe 
things I endeavour. to avoid, & 
when I would rerurne into the in- 
teriour of. my heart the baſeneſle 
of carnal defires- & rumult of. my 
vices, diſſipate my thoughts. 

There are ſome eftates wherin 
the ſoule becomes as it wereinſen- 
ſible, & thar great perſonage Se, 
Tereſa tells of her ſelf that for ſo- 
metimethe was inſcnſible to.good 
or evill even like a.beaſt ,_& then 
we may well ſay with .che Propher 
David, ut jumentum fattus ſum apud 
te. Iam become as. 4. beaſt before you. 
Here it is one 1s deprived of all tho» 
ſe ſences & perceptions in the ex. 
erciſe of virtues, which we often 
timcs practiſe with 0ut.our Snow” 


de. Chantal, was wont to ſay that 
this eſtate was a Kinde of Martyr- 
dome &. that ſome. rimes her po» 
wers were preſſcd.up like a garri- 


ſon of rebells inthe midſt of her 
heart becauſe the had ſo many re-. 
pugnances , .& crucll averſtonsto- 
_ all fort of good &. for allthat was. 


the moſt holy &:moſt divine. 0 . 
The. great ſecret. in all theſe 
waycs is fully ro comprehend, that 
fence & ſenfible feeling , or want of 
it, doth not .make us cither pleae 
ſing ordiſplcaſing to God , burthe 
operation of our free will which 
cooperates with grace or frecly re- 
fiſts it, & that theſe dryneſles & 
aridities are the moſt efficacious 
mecanes to unite us to God our 
Creatour, containing ordinarily 

Icfle of our. owne klt loye & pro- 
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God & it is avery common abuſe 
even of thoſe people that eſteem 
themſelves the moſt devour, to 
thinks they have no devotion un- 
leffe they can feele & taſte it & that 
when they are in thoſe aridities & 
drynefles, they are out ofthe wayes 
of perfeftion when onthe contra- 
ry , if they would make rheirjud- 
gements according tothe trurh of 
the thing it ſelf, they have more 
deyotion then at any other time, 
for they go' that way where nature 
doth not find her content, bur whe- 
re the love of God makes them 
worke for God & no other motive; 
that great Servant of 'God Father 
Jogues who ſuffered a cruell death 


1n Canada for the. true faith of 


J=5us'Caxrsr, ſinghimſelf 
a_—__ balfe roaſted', "& eaten with 
lealure 


per intereſt, « & more of the love of 


(65) 


leaſure by the Barbarians that 


dwelt in. that countrey , looking 
upon the. torments that they were 
preparing again for him , entered 
into a moſt terrible conflict, for 
ſuffcring moſt cruell rorments ex- 
teriourlie, he found himſelf left in- 
teriourly without the leaſt conſola- 
tion &. comfort without the leaſt 
feeling of devotion , without the 
ſence of any faith , hope, or chari- 
tie, infomuch thar he thought it 
| had bin better for him to have bin 
an irrational creature, then a man, 
& yet there is none will doubt but 
thar he had devotion in the hi- 
gheſt degree , ſince the Superiour 
portion of his ſoule was willing to 
ſuffer death ir (elf for the love of 
his divine maſter who taught him 
the way by ſuffering death for him 
inthe minſt ofa thouſand — 

cit 


666) 
Teft by the fixcert & comfortable 
aſſiſtance of his Loving father, ſo 


{ 


}. | 


far that he cryed in the depth of 


his agonie, My God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me. And he 


like a good ſchollar followed his 


maſters advice, like a good ſouldicr 
followed-the example of his Capi- 
tain that went be fore him contem- 
ning both. exteriour & interiour 
comforts & as the pious Author, 
. Ludovicus Bloſius tells us every 
valiant Chriſtian should doe, his 
words are theſe treating of our 
B. Saviours carrying his owne 
croſſe ro Mount Calvaire, He- 
re Chriſt propoſes a perfett mo- 
del to all the true followers of a ſpiri- 
'tuall and truely Chriſtian converſa- 
tion. For all that endeavour to obtain 
ro 4ſincere, & virtuous life, they muſt 
of neceſiitie willingly & of their owne 
: | accord 


(67) 
 Kccord take up their croſſe, & conflantlie 
& faithfully bear the ſame ,- and if is 


thall ſo pleaſe the goodneſſe of their” 
God permitt themſelyes to be deſprived* 


 & ſtript of all the advantages-& helpes: 
. of friends and acquaintances, and like-- 
Wiſe of all interiour and ſpirituall conſo- 
. lation. comfort & ſenſible devotion & 
furthermore be contented & permitt 
' themſelves to be ſcorned contemned & 
defpiced : to ſuffer diſgraces,detraftions,;: 
.3njuries with apatient & willing min= 
Me, & whileſt they are tormented , with 
divers affliftions & contradidtions of 
men, OC tentations of the infernal ſþt< 
its, & with their owne ſins & imper= 
feftions , they keep themſelves in an 
humble & quiet compoſure of: mind, 
neither in- death or any other affliction 
defiring to be taken downe from the 
croſſe , but offering to bear it as long 
&he shall thinke it convenient & fit= 
- ting, 


An 
ting , neither deſiring or looking after 
any conſolation or comfort whatſoever, 


either earthly & ſpirituall which may | 
any wayes diminish their paines or caſe | 


them of their burthen. Our Saviour 


commanded a certain religious 


perſon of an eminent'& admirable 
fanRtitie to *recire certain devout 
'prayers & notwitſtanding all that, 


be found his mind full of diſtra- 


ions, & his heart of repugnances, 
ariditics', and averfions from thar 


holy exerciſe, the infernal enemies. 


of mankind putt a thouſand bad & 
impure imaginations into his head, 
in ſo great a degree thar he could 
nor pronounce the words but with 
a deale of difficultice & a moſt ex- 
ceſſive paine & torment bur his fit- 
delitie to his lord & maſter was 
ſuch, that he did conſtantlieperſe- 
ver 1n Tecicing of them , & when 
upon 
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(69) 
upon acertain time he uſed a grea- 
ter endeavour then ordinarie to 
have a firme attention , he was 
fiveetely admonished that he muſt 
not.ſtrive to have it. And the afo- 
reſaid Ludovicus Bloſius encoura- 


ping another that found himſelf fo 


rings. in our Lord (criously ex-. 
horting him in this manner I could. 
wish that my elected & beloved, 


' ſoules would bur perſuade them- 


ſelves, that their good workes & 
de vout exerciſes then arethe moſt 
pleaſing to mee when they ſcrve 
me at, their. owne coſt & charges. 
But they ſcrye me thas,, who al-, 
though they do not find thar ſence: 
& feeling. of devotion , yer they 
moſt faithfully & conſtantely, per-, 
ſever in their prayers & byly, exer-, 
cis, rroſtiogin my goodoede that 
will willingly & gracchully, acrapt, 
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of what they do : "PREY hay” | 


beloved ſon, thar a ſoule tharre-. 
mains in' an humble '& devour 
prayer doth obrain all ſorts of vir- 
tues, & rhercfore at ſuch times as' 
theſe we ought nat by any meanes 
to negle& our prayer forthe rea- 


: ſon ofanyrrouble or difficultie we. 


may find in it, which proceeds ei- 
P a. ! vy : » ? 
ther from our natural frailtie, or 


'the illuſion of Satan , or” bad 


thoughts & impure imaginations, 


for the enemie of man often times 


in the hour of prayer ſuggeſts bad: 
thougths to our kearrs' & then he' 


would eafily perſuade 'us that itis 


berrer to leave our prayers quitte 
off, & that ſuch prayers avail lirtle' 
or nothing; but O how profitable 


to them ſelves & others, & grate- 


fall ro me is that prayer which'ts 
performed in 'the pai. of 
their 
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| their owne baſeneſſe & may boun- 
_ tie & goodneſſe. O how good & 
pleaſing itis ro hange with Jzsus 
upon the croſle ſtripr of all com- 
fort of all ſatisfattion , & content, 
to pray with him in the garden in 
agonies & bloodie ſwears , in ſtrifes 
& dithculties in repugnances && 
contradictions & ay 'with him 
triſtis eft anima mea uſque ad mortem, 
my ſoule is ſad even to death : Iristhe , 
voice of our Saviour in the perſon 
of the ſpouſe, Surge aquilo & veni 
duſter , perflu hortum meum & fluant 
. | gromata ejus. Artriſe north winde & : 
_ come thou ſourh & blowe upon 
- | my garden that its ſpices may flo-. 
. we &encreaſe & what doth he un- 
\derſtand by the north but the cold - 
; (of perſecutions & interiour trous. 
; | bles :when all the powers of the ' 
ſoul are as it were frozen, a : 


4) 


—_ 


(72) 
the fouth nothing elſe but com- 
fort & conlolation which dilates 8 
melts the ſoule & makes it with 
pleaſure run the. wayes of perfe- 


ion , according to that of the 
Pſalmift : Viam mandatorum cucurri 


cum dilataſti cor meum. 1with cager- 
neſſerum in the wayes of thy com- 
mandements , when joy did dilate 
& diſlolve.my heart by the warmth 
& heate of thy conſolations, & 
theſe two different conſtitutions 


oftime are neceſſaric for the pro-. 


duction of ſolid & perfc& virtues, 
the hard & boiſterous north doth 


no I-fle concurre then the mild & 


peaceable ſouth. A hard wintcr 
mak<cs a froitfull ſpring & this is 


the. difference that. in clowdie. &;; 
cold weather we oftcn times looſe: 
the rc all preſence ofthe ſun, butin | 


this eſtate & condition although _ | 


we 


we — DOTY 


227 _ 
we Tooſe the ſenlible feeling of his: 
divine. preſence: we neverthelcſfe 
enjoy it-in realitie, thus we know 
that our lord was really preſent 
with St. Marie Magdaleine, when 
ir) the meanetime she ignorant of 
ſo great-a condeſcendance & fa- 
vour, weepes & laments as though 
he was abſent, he ſpeaks moſt 
friendly & kindly to her, & shein 
thceſame moment bewailes her mis 
fortune -& perſaades her {cf that 
that She | is far from. him , & when 
he is nw ny by all wayes 
imaginable to worke her ſalvation 
she thinks she hath loſt him & with 
him the hopes of her ſalvation , we 
may well conclade with the. words 
of the'greart Apoſtle Sr. Paule, O al- 
fitudo ; o the heigthof the riches of the 
wiſedome & ſtience of God , how in- 
tomprehenſible are his judgements & 

43 <3% ® D bs 


by afflictions & the other by con=- 
ſolations attain to the (elf ſame de- 
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CHAPTER VI. 


- 


Of Peines Ganſed by the Devils. 


'T Here are certain temptations 
which are cauſed by ourinfer- 
pal enemie & they arecither ordi- 
nary or extraordinary , their ordi- 
narie temptations. are: when they 
tempt us by theworld, orthe ſen 
ſualities of theflesh, theſe envious 
& malicious (pi Irits make uſe of the 


goods. 2\ ute og , of nature, as of 


riches of honours, of employ - 
ments, deurie of bodie, &. wittiE 
neſl- 
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| CITI .. 
neſſe of ſoule to rye us to creatus»- 
res, & carrie- us to {in & wicked- 
ncfle, nay they can make uſe of 
what is. moſt ſpirituall , ſliding in 
their poiſon into the beſt of our 
actions & corrupting our in ten- 
tions in the moſt high & heroick 
exploits ſometimes mingling pride, 


ſometimes avaritiousneſle , fins 


_ + that are ſo much the more dange- 


rous by how much the morethey 
are ſecret & unknowne, & which 
have shaken the -very pillars of a 
fpirituall life & at laſt buried many 
thouſands in the duſt & ruines of 
immenſe treaſures of unſpeakeas 
ble, & unheardof virtues, _ 
Theſe malicious ſpirits tempt 
ſoules in an 'extraordinarie man- 
ner, when they: have permiſſion 
from God , to attacque a ſoule 
with extraordinaric aſſaults, & this 
OE D 2 is 
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is.a permiſſion that -God never 
graunts, but he gives us particular 
graces to reliſt & overcome what 
he ſends us, for it isatruth as cer- 
tain as faith can makeir, & as full 
of conſolation as of certaiatie, 


| that God is fairhfull & will not. 


permitt us to be tempred aboue our 
abilicies, & therefore it is alwayes. 
our faulr if we do not reſiſt, but 
conſent & give way, for one of 
theſe evill ſpirits ſaid to St. Paco- 
me, that if God thould permite 
them to tempt perſons of an ordi- 
narie virtue with as great violence 
25 thoſe of amore eminent perfe- 
&ion , that they could not refliſt 
their impetuous aſlaulrs , & there- 
fore the infinite mercy of ourgood 
fake doth never graunt them any 
uch-priviledge , & when they give 
furious onſets to the Saints & ſer- 
2 a >> - mw 


i 


2 (77) __ 
yants of ſo gooda king, The divi- 
ne ſtrevgth where with they are 
endowed, is moſt admirably won 
derfull , & it is againſt theſe ſoules 
that they ſpend the utmoſt of their 
Tage in a moſt horrible & moſt 
cruel| manner, & the reaſon is be 
cauſe they ſee more of grace & lcfle 
of nature, they ſee in them more 
of God & that is that wakes them 
in afurie & rage, they little trouble 
themſelves with any thing elfe , & 
thercfore do not much fear Direc= 
tors Preachers & other perſons of 
perfection & virtuous pretences, 
when they do not whoily tend to 
God, but wingle nature & their 
natural inclinations in the greateſt 
of their ſpirituall exerciſes , bur 
when a man by the flove of con=- 
tempt, of povertie, of paines is in 
an entire & torall denyall of him- 
| D 3 {lf 
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(78) 
lf & all worldly enjoy ments, then 
all the infernal powers tremble & 
quake, & this is the reaſon that 
they are ſo much incenſed againſt 
thoſe that are diligent .in their 
prayer , be cauſe it 15 one. of the 
moſt aſſured & efficacious meanes 
to fill them with God alone, he ve- 
ry well knows the hurt that comes 
to him from it, and therefore he 
endeavours to turne us from it by 
all meanes imaginable putting 
examples before our eyes of che ill 


fucccfle of thoſe that pretend to 


the perfection of this exerciſe ta- 
King away the reputation of thoſe 
that have the true | ſpirit of it & 
when that defigne failes him hz 
bringes whole troupes of inquieta- 
ble & vexeth- ſoule 
to diſguſt it & atleaſt make ir leſſen 
& shorten the time of this divine 
| _ 


worke, FSH. .6 he cauſſes ſtrarf- 
gc horrours, & moſt ſenſible re- 
p_-; he makes the bodie to 
ſufker torments & paines & whzn 
he can bur ſo much. as diſcover 
that one is called to a ſimple prayer 
& to the moſt holieſt degrees of 
the divine union, it isthen h: wor- 
kes moſt ofall to "ſtay the ſoule in 
that which is moſt ſenſible; to- hin- 
der it from coming out of thole 

actios thatare moſt ordinarietoit, 8 
knowneby the courſe of an oſuall 

arguing , for hz very well knowes 
the prerious treaſures of grace that 
are encloſed in this ME oo ag 
condition. 

Perfons' of prayer are moſt of 
all diſturbed by the enemies of man 
kind in this affair, becauſe this is 
the onely means that unites us moſt 
ve all ro Godalone, & it is the full- 
D C nefle 
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.heſfe ofthis God that makes th:m 

afraid , & theſe that are the moſt 

full, are th:ir greateſt enemies & 

they pley upon them by all ſorts of 

inventions, ſometimes . by great 
erſecutions which they. raiſe a- 


Bainſt them in ſuch a ſort that as 


St. Terefiarells us , they often ſeem 
zo draw all the wort 1 after them 
ro.combine againſt thefes ſoules, & 
thisthey do. with the more caſe, 
becauſe all they do againſt them 
paſſes welt under the notion of 
-pure & true zeale of the honour & 
gloric of God. But their perſer 
cations arcthe moſ} fyrioys againſt 
thoſe that being full of God, la- 


"bour afterthereformation-of man- 


ners & the eftabliſement of reli- 
gious diſcipline, it isa moſt deplo- 


rablething to conſider ,* that. theſe 
malicibus ſpirits ſe ing they canx 


not 


my 
not come to thcir pretenfions by: 
th: perſecutions whichh-y raiſe 
aganiſt them by the aſſaults of men, 
th-y endeavour to affrighren them 
by noiſcs & ſtirs which they make 
in :hoſe places wherein thy are & 
1: habitt, by appearanccs & ſpectres 
by grear frighrs, & extraordinary 
viſions, by obſciſtons & poſleſſhons 
otihe perſons they rule & gover- 
ne, & this may of obſeſhon & poſ= 
f:lhionisihit which is the moſt dan 
gerous & which oftentimes proves 
to th-ir greateſt advantage. 

I my- fetf, faycs the author of 
this treatiſc have had an evident ex- 
perience of this in many perſons 
with whomel gid deale withall, & 
that great ſervant of God the fa- 
th-r Maintaincourt had ſcarce ta- 
ken poſleſhon of his Curare . but: 
preſently a grear number of his- 

+) D 5 Par 


0 —_——_ — OCT TT TROR ICT 
ES, | POT BADGES ens an. oc A GE Sree. 


a 
— I Er 


PREP 
- II NEE wi” 


— 


—_ - OTE UDRENGD 


_—_— TS 
- 0 A2 A e Ier We. es 64 


(9:5 | 


patihionirs were poſſeſſed, the 


_ deuils decharging their rage & ma- 


lice as they thought beſt , & when 
he can do nothing elſe, he endea- 
yours to torment & afflict the bo- 
dic, & thus he would have ſtifled 
the glorious Tereſia,. & quite an- 
Bihilated her coadjurour John of 
the Croſle, they threwe downe a 
whole peice of wall upon one of 
his nehpewes , he flung another 
peice of a wall upon a lay Siſter 
that was ſtrangled under it, in the 
Couventof Alve h- broke the leg 
of anoth-r religious; In fine it hath 
becn ſeen that they have aſſembled 
toge: hcr to conſpire againſt the re- 
forme ofthe Carmelites x; and: after 
all chis we muſt yetr afftirme that 
their greateſt tcmprations are for 
the inceriour , & notto ſpeake of 
wy ſclfe ( faiththe author of this 
teas 


(83) 
*treatiſe)1 Shall he what tle 
- maiſters of the ſpirituall life-& mo- 
re particularlie;, 'what one' of (great 
experience doth teach us: the temp- 
ration ſais this author ſomerimes 
comes ſo violent , thar the ſoule 
"feels her ſelfe filled withall rhat is 


:th hell its ſelf, for within She finds 


-yothing bat an averſion to' God, 
to ſuperiours, she is full of plaſphe- 
mies, & she feels her ſelf ſo unired 
ro ch. ſe obje&s, thar she ought not 
-& cannorrejeRt them ot cait' sHhem 
out & in th exteriour the ſuffers 
'fuch phantaſims& horrible viſions, 
ſuckblowes & extraordinarie fi ck- 
neſſes, that none knowes bur tho- 
Fe chat are ſo happie ( I may tay) 
as to experienceir: ſornerimes they 


do ſo tar adormentare '& aſtonish | 


"theſoule by offoſcating i its powers, 
that it ſeems the will hach- no more 
Ds ule 
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IJ of its libertie , they mingle their 
infinite ſuggeſtions amongſt the 
:hawours & paſſhons, &, excite all 
_the motions ofthe moſt vitious in- 
clinations ,& if the ſoule bends her 
ſelf ro the practiſe of ſome ſpirituall 
exerciſe ,, She preſentlie; finds her 
ſelFfull of abomioatians which «he 
can 'yot hinder & is ſo affixt ro vice 
'& wickednefethat 5he- thinks she 
ſins every. moment, & they hide 
themſelves. to the and that everie- 
-ONE. MAY. thinke that It 1s. her that 
commits all thoſe execrarions, the y 
 creare ſuch ſtrong impreſſions in 
'h-r thar she did all this with a full 
.&; ſufficient. libertie , &- by that: 
,meanes.thinke to carrie her-to. a 
perfe&t diſpaire. of Gods..infinite 
mercy. .inſowugch rhar; she cannot 
be perſuaded of the contrarie, for 
aſe 5 poreire nothing of the good 


(3 ) S 
.that God workes in the ſuperioue 
-portion. of her ſoule , the thinks of 
nothing but abominations,, & un= 
heard of impertinencics ſo thar rhe 
enemie {eemsro- play with her as 
witha tennis Ball, there is no- ar-- 


tifice no trickes which:chey: do- not: 


-uſe, & eſpecially againſt thoſe that 


give themſelves g-nerouſly to the 


ſervice of God , they endeavour te 
render the devorions they uſe in- 
ſupportable by the paincs they gt- 
ye ,them ſuggeſting withall unto 


.them that thcy may ſave themſelves. 


more ealilie in -a more moderate 
way & thar it is not neceſlarie ro 
mortifie themſelves ſo much, shcy 
put - them to: employe thewlelves 
1n thoſe . vocations unto which 
they are not called,& carry them of 
thoſe wayes to which they are cal- 
led & that under pretence of virtue 
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GG TR E 
EV perfection, when they ſee a ſous 
le wholly refolved to ſerve '& love 
'God- without any reſerve \,' they 
endeavour to make her goe on 
hedlong with precipitation & to 
"much eagernefſe , either foreing 
them "to uſe ſo great & exceſlive 
*mortifications which may deſtroy 
their - health: or | by transfiguring 
themſelves into angells- of light & 
counterfticing the shapes of our 
faviour if they perceive: they have 


=, 


'an inclination to any thing of atr : 


*extraordinaric condut, & ſome- 
:times they will foretell choſe things 
that could not be knowne by any 
'other meanes then by the revela- 
{tion of God himſelfe, he permit- 
'ting rheſe deceits, onpurpoſefor' a 
-juſt punishment of thoſe that rely 
-upon ſuchtextraordinarie waye & 
© unulſyall favors; the witt of man can 
Wy — never 
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(89) 
CHAPTER VII. 


of thoſe Paines ſhat are i ipernaturall. 


” 


Li thoſe; babes rhat come by 
W + * the meancs of men or de vils, 
are nor any. wayes to be compared 
to thoſe ,that come immediately 


| from ,God, himſelfe, ir.:is not ſo 


hzrde,ro. beare all the contradic- 
tignsjof men when one is. feoſibly 
fuſteined with fweerneſſe in the in- 
ceriour , but when ir pleaſes Godto 
affijt us himſelf, there: is nothing 
more terrible, & here jn this caſe 
Job thar | uffered with ſo.much. par 
tience inthe; ight of the wostd , at 
laſt burſt forth into thar lamentable 
.moane , & praied his friendsro ha- 
| veromeaion of him for aow he 


| Feronved he was touched .by the. 


| hands 


(90) 
hands of God himlelf , & our moſt 
Kinde & good lord & maſter did 
ſufficiently teſtifie his griefe & ſor- 
row when he perceived that his fa- 
ther had left him , & there fore tho- 
Ie ſoules that ſuffer theſe kinde' of 
torments are alwayes worthy ofthe 


greateſt compaſſion & by ſo much _ 


the more by how much they are 


moſt ordinarilie ſeated within & do 


Not apearto the eyes of the world, 
& the greateſt part of thoſe that | 


hear of them do not underſtand 
them , there are very manie others 
& which I knew, whoſe exteriour 
croſſes ware great&afrighten everie 
one, & yet they are leſtned by that 
interiour {weetnefle which is befto- 
wed with them when one ſuffers by 


Aa... 


creatures onely , we may receave 


comfort from rhe creatour , but 
when it is he him ſelfe that doth af- 
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| thinksthatsheconſents to all ſort 


| (91) 
flict us where can we finde repoſe, 
& ſatisfation, 8&1 am glad Iam ſo 
happy as notro ſpeake in theſe mat 
ters concerning mine owne perſon 
in particular , & therefore $hall 
bring the authoritie of P. Simon 
de Bourge Religious of St. Francis 
the ſoule ( ſaies this author ) finds it 
{elf wholly plunged into the abyſle 


of corrupted nature by the lively 
relentement of all its vitious incli- 


nations & paſhons, with a diſpuſt 
of God & all ſpirituall exerciſes, 


' the angel! of Satan doth torment it 


wich impure ſuggeſtions, with in- 
fidelities, with blaſphemies with ſo 
great violence that ſomerimes' ir 
ſeems to breake our & really pro- 
nounce them , $she is in ſo great a 


| triſteſſe, ſo greatdarkneſle, ſo great 


confulion ; ſo great anxietie, she 


of 
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hs 4,20 
of tentations , & is quite loſt & 
without recoverie, & becaule it 1s 


God almightie that ſupernaturally 


heeps her up intheſe paines & tor- 


ments , she cannot eſcape out of 


them untill he pleaſeth to free her. 
Andthe inferiour nature being 
thus purged , it is necefſſarie that 
the ſuperiour part should likewife 
undergoe its triall by a ſubtraction 
of its ats which it did exerciſe tn 
the firſt purgation, it would be no 
great matter thar theſe aCts should 
be quite taken away, if notwith- 
ſtandivg all that, one could kno- 
we that they loved & found & re» 


f-ntedthar love, but our loving fa- 
therrakesaway this fight, this fee- 


ling , & reſolves that we $hall not 
ſee our fclves as though we were 
nor & deprives us not onely of re- 
flex ats z 45 in the firſt Prowun 
| ut 
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po: (93) | 
but alſo of many diredt & leaves thE 


ſoule nothing elle bur a'ſubmiſſion 


to his divine will, & this ſubmiſſion 


is not ative bur paſſive, inthe firſt 
purgation she hath ſometimes acts 
thatare ſenſibley percewed , & feels 
her reſiſtances againſt temptations, 
in this ſecond condition $he reſiſts 
& never knowes of it she works 
virtuouſly without the leaſt fatiſ- 


| fation , without theleaſt reflexion 
/ thatshedoes ſo & ifshe atany time 


forces her {c}f towards God & god- 


| ly exerciſes che feels a weight of 1n 


infupportable burden bend downe 
her underſtanding & will , & she 
thinks thar all rhat paſſes in her is 
nothing elſe bur a fiftion & a chea- 
te. . Theſe are the words of this de- 


; vout & experienced author. But 
if we will hear the grand+miſtreſle 
| ofthe moſt imteriour wayes of she 


ſpirit 
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30. Chapter-ofher life , wherin.she 
tells us that they are things not 
worth ſpeaking of that do torment 
&tronble us, & the foule ſeckes 
for helpe bur God ordains it fo 
thatshe shall find none, & muſt 
walke as it were blind folded & 
hoode wincked , for faith is at that 
time quite deaded & all other virtue 
& ifthe ſoule would applie her ſelf 
to prayer & retire her ſelfro ſolitu- 
de, itis but to augment her croſle, 
It is butin vaine to looke for reme- 
die inthe reading of good books, 
for then her paines is very nigh 
equallto that of the'infernal ſpirits; 
converſation & companie is inſup= 
portable fince we have our ſoules 


wholly diſguſted , -& we Imagine ' 


we have a mind to eate up all: 


that comes nigh us, our furic is ſo; 


great 


; (94 ; 
ſpirit the great St. Tereſia, in the | 


; 
# 


; (9 
| great & the rage - paſhons ſo 
vehement , it ſeemsto her that she 

| bath no more power to thinke' of 
- | anything thatis good , & cannot 
{ havethe leaſt defire of any att of 
virtue, & in the firſt Chapter of 

; thexth ſation ofthe interiourca- 

| ſile.;thatshe ſoule thinks that $she 
| neverthougſt or called upon God, 
| & thatshe is not underſtood by.her 
; Confeſlors & that she deceives 
| them , the enemie makes her thin- 
' ke, thatshe is reprobate & $he is 
/ overwhelmed with fach a preſſure 
that she knowes not to what to 
{ compare it too , but the paines of 
the infernal ſoules, for there is na 
conſolation derived either from 
prayer or from reading , she is-al- 
_ f wayes in an ill humour, ſolitude 
: 1 doth diſpleaſe her', & converſation 
\ | & companie ; all the creatures of 
q. she 
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the world torment & vex her. Thus 
this great perſonage ſpeakes , who- 
ſe doctrine is a dotrine from' hea- 
ven , & ſo qualified by the Church 
it ſelf; There are certhin ſoulcs {aies 
father Surin of the Socictie of Je- 
fusin his ſpirituall Catechiſm! who 
find themſelves ſo abforpr in th:ſe 
troubles that they experience all 
feelings of fin, & yet never give any 
conſent , & we have knowe a per- | 
fon of an Eminent Innocency & 
moſt wonder full {an&tirie, that had 

all the malicious fentiments of {tn 
& the effects ofall ſort of vitious in- 

clinations, of pride, of ambition} 
of Covetouſneſle, of Impuritie, of 

anger & when she was carried a- 
way with ' avaritiouſneſſe/, - she 

thought she'would have enjoyed | 

all the goods & riches of she world 
& whenshe had: the inclinations of ' 

6 ” ” impu- | 


CT | 
Kupuretieshe had her imagination 
filled with all fort} of abominable 
repreſentations; she endured like- 
wiſe all the diſpoſitions of {inners, 
& the curſes due'ro ſin, as fear, 


malice, hatred, trouble , fadnes 


which are the companions of fin & 
follow it whereſoever it gocs , God 
coinmanded all his creatures to en- 
tertain herwith rigour & nothing 
elſe, shefound her (elf in an utter 
abandon of all comfort, in noho- 
pes of any ſalyation, & in a certain- 
tie aS it were of never coming out 
or of being freed from that miſera - 
ble condition & eſtare wherin she 
hay, in an entire diſguſt of all things 
preſent , she endured the paine 'o/ 
diſpair which tooke from her the 
virtues of faith of hope , & charitie, 
thatis ro ſay , theſe darkneſſcs'wa- 
re-{o ſenſible fo thick & horrible, 
| SS that 
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that she knewe not where $he is, 
She hade as it were a hoode before 
her' eyes, & she:ſufferd with our 
knowing the good of ſuffering, ne- 
vertheleſſe our B. Redeemer gave 
this ſoulc to underſtand thar this 
eſtate was the greateſt gift he could 
our of his infinite goodnefle be- 
ſow upon her this is the eſtate thar 
the holie booke of the imitation of 


Jz=sus-CnRIsT calls the exile - 
& banishment of the hearr, for 
when that holy author had told us 
that it is no {mall matter to be de- * 


| | prived of humane comforts ſo long 
| as the divine remaines with us , bur 
thatir isa thing truely to be conſi- 
dered as worthy of all praiſe to be 
deprived of all conſolation both di- 
vine & humain , & to bearthe per- 
fe& banichemement & exile of the 
minde,o my God( ſaiesshe _— 
| pa 
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So (99) | 
ofthis booke) how many wonder- 
full myſteries are hidden in two! or 


there-words of that divine booke;& 


how many pertons & thoſe” moſt 
ſpirituall roo, read them everie 
moment & yet never underſtand 
what they meane, hever can com- 
prehend whart it is to ſuffer this ba- 
nishemenr of the heart , agrear ſer- 
vant of God & one ofthe moſt en- 


 lightned of our age, whoſe memo- 
. Fie is in benediction the late Mr. de 
© Bernieres treaſurer of France , the 
- worthy author of the interiour 


Chriſtian: did affure me, that he 
had many times read them & never 
made any reflexzion upon what 
they ſignified, untill P. Biner of 
the Compagnieof Je$us, laid it 
'open unto him by an incompara- 
bleexplication. Alas God almigh- 
xic is the onely Countrie , the true 
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(roo) 
place & __ of our heart, & the- 
refore the banishment of our heart 
conſiſts in being ſeparated . from 
him & disjoyned from (his divine 
preſence; --hoſethat-have alonge 
time ſtudicd in theſe wayes & in the 
particular knowledge of the lives of 
the Saints,cannot be ignorant that 
many have paſled this way of the in 
teriour Crofle, & terrible proofes., 
& thoſe that have had a long expe- 
rience of what paſles in the inte- 
riour of ſoules , which go on in 
the wayes of ſpirituall perfe&tion 
can no wayes in the world doubt 


of it. 


CHAP. 


WES (103 ) 
* * CHAPTER VIIL 


Othe exuſſes of tbeiaforeſaid paines'& 
a continuation of the precedent * - 
ſubject, 


' any 5hould aske how it comes 
"to paſle that God ſends all theſe 
crolles.,-itwill be ſufficient hereto 
ell hiny, that one venial {in deſer- 
yes alſthe rorments a temporal life 
_ , eaninflictupon us, & it is reported 
.-that our Saviour ſaid to a certain 
Perſon, when I bended my had 
towards the earth as I was a dying, 
It. was to showe my faithfull ſer- 
vants the place where I vouchlafed 
ro ſaffer , & to teachthemthar,.if 
they will truely be whar-they; call 
themſelves, my diſciples,theyamulſt 
- ſuffer as I havedone before them, 
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(104) 


thoſe thar apraoch the neareſt my 


moſt'dolorous paſſhon , my divine 
love conſumes them in to ir (elf, 

& transformes them into me, & 
deifies them , and this may be con- 
convinced from thar admirable ef- 
fect which the drawing near to.the 
facred patſion of our B. Redeemer, 

had upon. the Seraphical Father 
St. Francis ,. & if we conſider it ac= 
cording.to the devour: & moſt in- 
genious explication made of it, by 
that moſt devout & pious author 
Francis: de Sales Prince & Bishop 
iof Genevr in th2'15, Chapter of 
.his/ fixth- booke of the love of 
God, ute shall clearlie find that the 
"divine love transformes them into 


-crucifixes , & deifies them. I ha- 


've potidered ſais this great: Saint, 
this wonder (ſpeaking of the ſtig- 
mas of the Seraphical{Saint Fran- 


cis ) 


(105) 
cis): & have made this concelt of it; 
\T his great Servant of God a man 
wholly Seraphicall. beholding the 
livelie picture of- his Crucified Sa- 
viour , repreſented in a glittering 
Seraphin,, which .apeared unto him 
uponthe mount Alvernus, .grewe 
ſofter then is imaginable , taken 
with a ſoveraigne conſolation & 
compaſlion , for beholding. this 
bright mirrour .of . love which the 
anzell could not fatiate it ſelf with, 
alas he. ſounded..with., delight & 
contentement, but-ſcing alſo the 
lively. repreſentation of the markes 
& wounds of-his Saviour crucified 
he felt in his ſoule the impetuous 
{rord which firoke through the 
{acred breaſt of the Virgin Mother 
the day of the Paſſion with as much 
ſorrow as though she had bin. 
crucitied with her dear ſon. O God. 
2 _2v if 
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(106) | 
if the Picture of Abraham fetching 
deaths blowe over his dear onely 
begotten to ſacrifice him, a picture 
drawne by a mortall hand , had the 
power to. ſoften, & make weepe the 
great St. Gregorie Bishop of Niſle 
as often as he beheld it , ah. how ex- 
tremely- was. the great St. Francis 
ſoftned when he beheld the picture 
of our Saviour offering bimſclf 
apon the-Crofle , a picture which. 
not a mortalhand but the miſtre(- 
ſe hand of an heavenlie Seraphin , 
had drawen & copied out of the 
original. it {elf repreſenting fo to 
the life & nature, the heavenlie- 
king of the angells,bruſed, woun- 
ded, murrhcred crucificd. His ſou- 
le being then thus ſoltned & mol- 
lifted & almoſt melted away tn this: 
dear paine, wasthere by greatly dt-- 
ſpoſed to receive the impreſſions &: 

Mary 


cen 
markes ofthe love & paine of hfs 
Soveraigne Lover, for his Memo- 
rice was wholly engaged 1a the re. 
membrance of this divine loye , his 
imagination forcibly applyed:. to- 
repreſent unto himſelf rhe wounds 
& wane blowes which his eyes then 
 faw ſo perfeQlie well expreſſed/in 
the preſentpicture , the underftari- 
ding receaved from the imagina- 
- tion infinitely.lively ſpecies, & ft- 

nally love einployed all the forces 
ofthe. will;,.to-taKe pleaſure in '8& 
__ conforme itſelf ro- the Paſſion of 

the well beloved then . without 
doubt the ſoule found her ſelfrrans. 
formed-into a ſecond Crucified, 8 
had by aloving ſympathie the ſelf 
fame ſorrowfull affeions, paines 
_ &griefes. Now the ſoule as the for- 
me & Miſtreſſe of the bodie exer- 
cifing her authoritie upon it, prin- 

qe ted; 


ut teh. anne nr AL Ae 
at "hea =—y 
bs . 


P mw hong ba FF ne at & n- 
__ "It ets 42D ate pa vw; <a, omg 
ene. 1 TS —— 
« I % I3-< 


ao. >. 
Le 


= - _—_— 
2 x 
- . 
4 OY urabr 1 x 
_ -—w —_- ay 


& Co owes Wha BR AED ans 7 ot ak ie 44 ov es. BA. 


Y 


| (108J 
: tedthe paincs of the wotnds in the - 
- parts correſpondant to thoſe whe- 
-xtn her lover endured them : love is. 
zadmirablein edging the imagina- 
<Hon-ta penetrate: to the extcriour 
Ill | : thus women with child havivg rheir - 
I'F tmagivationsrefined by love , im- 
ll | :Þriot wharthey.liſt upon th: childs . 
- bodie. A ſtrong imagination ma- . 
ti! -Kesa man waxe vu hite in one vighr,. 
W -diſturbinghis heakh-.& humours. 
I 2Love:then: droye out the inward 
:torments. of this gregt Saint, and 
wounded the bodie with the dart of 
| :-fortow , with which he had woun- 
-dedthe heart : Burlove being wit- 
-þin-eonuld not. make the holes wit- 
| \hpvyrt:, & therefore the burning Se- 
| :raphin coming to helpe,darted she 
| . rayes of {o penetrating a light that. 


.& really prinred in the fleshthe ex- | : 
teriour wounds of a crucified, | | 
bs St Which. b.- 


(109J 


Jy in his foule;O DearGod conclu- 
des this author, how loving a pat- 
ne , & how painfull a love was this 
for nor vnely at thar inſtant; bur 
all the reſt of his life after this poo- 


-re Saint went-pining , lamenting, 


& languishiog as being ſick of lo- 


ve, he ſpent his time. in nothing 


bur ſighes , teares, plaints, groa- 
nings, languours & paines fo true 
thenir is, rhatwhich. our ſaviour 


ſpoke to thay. devour- perſon that 
thoſe that aproach neareſt my paſion my - 
love conſumes then into it ſelf, & transs - 
.  formesthem intome, How true is it 


whatthe (elf ſame author ſaies in an 
, | epiſtle he wirtt to aladie an heazt 
that truely loves ] Es us Crucified 
loves his death his painesjhis tor- 
- | ments, his defolations diſcourage- 
, | mt & when he findsthe leaſt paz- 
= Uch 
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ricipation ofth-m heisglad, & em- 
braces them with all his heart. A 
faithfull ſoule shall never be the 
fpouſe of a glorified JE sus, be- 
fore $he is of the Crucified , she 


$hall neverenjoy the nuptial bed of 


her triumphant love before she 
hath found the afflictive love of 


the couche ofshe Croſſe; & ſince. 


the Chriſtian ſoule is nor onely the 
{ſpouſe of a glorified ] zsus bur 
likewiſe ofa crucified. JE sus, she 


muſt expect no other dowry, no: 


other wedding ring no-other bra- 
. "celers, them crofſes , nailes, & 


thorns, & th- feſtival banquet to- 


be nothing bur gall , & vinaigre, 
there is nothing ( ſais this holy Pre- 
late in another place of his epiſtles) 
that doth torment & afflit us fo 
'much as our owne proper love & 
Elf intereſt , & the eſteem we hx 
| ye 
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ve of our ſelves, for if we have nor 


thoſe tenderneſles & conlolations 


of minde , guſts & ſenſible fee- 
lings in our prayer, interiour ſweet=- 
nefſes in our meditations, preſent- 
lie weare in trouble we are in af- 
fiction : if we- have any difficultie 


to do good attions, if anie thing. 


doth oppoſe our juſt deſigns pre- 
ſentlie we are in paine to over co- 
meit with. eagerneſle & diſtreſſe, 8 
to diſengage our ſelves. of it with: 
unquietnelſle, & all this becauſe we 
love our conſolations, our eaſe, 
our commodities we would pray 


amidſt the parfumes of {weer roſes, 


& be virtuous by eating ſugar, & 
in the mean time we {cldome loo- 
ke upon the ſveer JEsvu s, who- 
lay upon the ground ſweating 
blood & water of diſtreſſe, for the: 
extreame combat & fight which he 

| found 
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Found ih his interiour betneen the 
affections. of the inferiour parr of 
bis ſoule , & the reſolutions of the 
ſuperiour; you have promiſed me 
aid a deyourt perſon to-her deareſt 
Redeemer ,.the greateſt & moſt 
daintic delighrs of the world, & 1 
erceive no ſuchthing I ſee no ſuch . 
.matter , I belcive no ſuch thing, & 
_ our ſaviour made h-r this anſwer 
it is becauſe you are in the condt- 
tion of nothing for-when my divi= 
.ne will doth condu& a.ſoule it lea- 
ves nothing in her of whatſoever is - 
humane , God. almightie rakes 
away all that is proper to her & 
-leaves her in nothing, he leaves her 
.neither lights, nor ſpirituall ſepſes, 
heabandons the imagination to di- 
Ntractiou & to other paines before 
mentioned , he deprives the under- 
fanding ofits clarities & the will of 
| all - 
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all guſt & ſenſible love he devefts: 
the memorie of all thoſe things that: | 
are not alrogether neceſlarie ,.af- | 
well in the naturall as ſapernarurall ll 
order , he takes from herall the re- 
flex acts of virtues, not concure 
ring with-her to produce them, 
although he doth concurre to the 
production ofthe dire& , &$she ny 
more perceives whar paſſes in the 
ſupreme point of the ſoule she dos 
' Hot any wayes perceive the confor- 
. mitie she hath with the will of 
God,the peace&concord that doth 
, relide inthe ccntre of her minde, 
the faith,the hope & charitie which 
- She doth poſleſle in a moſt eminet 
degree , but on the contrarie she 
finds nothing buttrouble, but ir- 
refignations , but the paines that 
' She feels. Oh that men would 
know & conlider the goodnefle of 
OUT 


mr ora, HE . ENT 


(114) 
our moſt mercifull God, we often 
times finde his conduct full of ri- 

our, when in the meane while it 
1s full of an ineffable mercie, we 
finners were lick of the great difea- 
ſe of fin & defiled by the ſpots that | 
remained could not remedie our 
ſelves, & therfore the exceſſive cha- 

-ritie of the heavenlie phyſician of 
our ſoules, put his healing hande 
ro our diſtempers, & becauſe the 
diſeaſe requires the application of 
painfull remedies therefore we be- 
vinto cry out & lament, when we 

.ought rather a thouſand times to 
kifſe his divine providence, & po- +: 
wre our {elves forth into a&ts of 
thanksgiving for ſo great a benefite 
& bountcous condeſending to ap- 
ply him ſelf ro our ſanQification, 
for he doth not afford his extrordi- 
nary croſles to eyerie one but reſer- 
VES 
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ves them as a moſt particular demo 
tration of Kindneſſe to his moſt 
-4ntimate. friends, whome he en- 
.deavours by this meanes more fir- 
: mely to. unite to his holic friendship 
. & ſacred familiaritie, for the eſtate 
.of ſuffering is the shorteſt way to 


-perfcfion 1ince it ſeparates the 


:moſt, & by conſequence unites the 


| more, & here I cannot but bring 
| '1n the ſolid diſcourſe of thar devout 


. author St, Francis Salefius Bishop 
of Geneva in his 2, Chapter of the 
ninth bookeof the love of God 
.thas the union of our wills with 
the will of God is cheifely made in 
afflictions , to love ſufferances & 
afflictions for the love of Godis 
the higheſt point of a moſt holie 
charitie, for in that there is nothing 
to be loved , but onely the ſincere 
will ofhin- that ſends them, there 


(C116) | 
IS agreat contradiction on the part 
of our natures, & we do not onely 
| _= our pleaſures, our content 8: 
fatisfaftion but we embrace tor- 
- ments , paines & troubles. Goods 
are willingly receaved by all, burto 
receive euills belongs to none but 
: thoſe that have arrived to the per- 
fetion of love , which: loves them 
fo much the more, by how much 
'the lefle they are to be beloved 
in themſelves , but onely for the 


fake of that divine hand that ſends | 


them. The travailler that is a fraid 
o go out'of the right way whe- 


rinheis ſecure walking in doubr, | 


goes looking this way & that upon 
'thecountrey heis in, & ſtands mu- 
ſing ateverie corner of the fields 8 


grounds he paſſes by , but he thar | 


1s certain of the roade he is in, goes | 


on couragiouſlie , pleaſantlie & 
© wiſtly 


| 
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ſwiltly , fo truly lovedefiring to gs 


on to the will of God through con- 
ſolarions, it goes alwayes in fear of 
looſing its way & in place of lovin 
God & his holy will, it -loves the 
conſolations & comfort he ſends; 
but the love that goes towards the 
will of God amidſt afflitions &: 
troubles walkes on wich aſſurance, 
for affliction being no wayes love- 
lie in it ſelf, it is eaſy not to love it 
for any otherend, bur for the will 


| of God who ſent it. Hoands are 


moſt commonly ar a loſle for the: 
ſent of the hare in the ſpring of the: 
year, becauſe the fiveet odours of 
the fresh flowers do fo ſtrongely, 
divert them that it ſurpaſles 
that of their game 2in the ſpring of: 


| conſolations 'our love hath 'fcarce 
any feeling know ledge of the good: 


pleaſure of God; becauſe the ſen- 
7. - —— 
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fible pleaſure of the conſolation 
caſt ſo many atrraits- into its- heart 
that itis diverted from the attention 
he ought to. have to find*out the 


pure will of God in all things thus 
he : now-amongſt all the afflictions 


that can happen to a devour ſoule, 


there is none ſo terribly troubleſo-- 
me asthoſe thar- are in the ſoule it 
ſelf, & by onely belonging to ir are- 


called ſpiritual! & interiour Croſles 
& afflitions, & therefore the love 


that is practiſed in them is the moſt: | 


refined & perfect becauſc the ſoule 
is deprived, by that means of what 
is moredearunto it, & what hath' 
moſt relation unto what it loves 
moſt whichis devotion & therefore 
the aforcſaid author goes on to tell: 
os in the following chapters whar' 


thoſe interiour Crofles are &'ex= | 
plains itt0-us by ſeverall examples | 


& 
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& fimilitude , & to begin where he 
ends viz, by the reall cauſe of all 
theſetroubles, & the method God 

| uſes in bringing them upon us, let 

| uSTepreſent to our ſelves fates this 
| devout authorthe ſiveer ]ESuSin 
| Pilates houſe , where for the. love 
| of us he was ſttripr of his cloathes;, 


By , : | | | 
; | by thoſe miniſters of death , the 
| ſouldiers & not content: with thar 


\ they take the skin with them, tea- 
| ring it with the blowes of rods & 
whips, as, afterwards his ſoule was 


. | ſeparared from his bodie, & his bo- 


dic of life, -by the death whi.h he 
endured upon, the croſle, but trhee 
dayes being once run: over, the: 
fouls by th: moſt holie refarre- 
*Qion , did reinueſther glorious bo-« 
die, & his bodie his. mortall skin , 
wearing ſundrie' garments, .now 
\ reſembling a Gardner now a Pil> 

7. grim, 
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'prim, orin ſome other fathion, ac- 
cording asthe ſalvation of man & 
the glorie of God required. Love 
did all this , & it is love alſo that en- 
trivg into aſoule to make it happi- ' 
lie die to itſelf, & live to God, 
which doth ber eave it of allhamain | 
deſires, & fclfeſteem , which is as 
eloſcly fixed to the ſpiritas the skin 
ro the flesh , & ſtrips her ar levgth 
of hr beſt beloved affeions , as 
werethoſe which she had to fſpiri- 
tuall contenrs,exerciſes of picty:the 
perfection of virtue, which ſeemed | 
to bethe very life of the foule , & | 
then shc may very wel cry out 1 
kave putt of my garments & how 
can 1 reaſſume F again I hive 
washed my feerfrom all ſort of af- 
feQions, & can leverbe ſo mad as 
to ſoilethem again I came naked 
-eut of the hand of God, & _ 
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will Ireturne thither , God gaveme 
many deſires, many ſenfible devo- 
tions & God h+thtakey th:m away 
his holte name be bleſſed ; Yea the 
ſame God that made us defirc vir- 
ruesin our beginning, and which 


makes us practiſe them in all oc- 


currences , hc itis, thar takes from 
usthz alien to virewes & all ſpi- 
rituall exerciſes, that with more 
tranquilitie , puritie & fimplicitte 
we should aff=& nothing but the 
divine goodneſle for as the f.ire 


Judith reſerved indeed cher coſtly 


feſtival robes in her Cabinert & yet 
placed not cher aff:Qion upon 
th:m, nor yer ever wore them in 
the time of -her widowhood , ſave 


-onely wh-n by 'Gods intpiration, 
'She wenr to overthrow Olofernes: 
io though wc: have learnt the prac- 


:tiſe of virtue & th- exerciſes of de- 
; EF VO 


. (1x2) 
yotion., yet are' we not to affect 
tham or reinveſt our: heart ſave 
onely ſo. far forth , as we diſcerne 
itto agree with Gods good will 
& pleaſure , & as Judith wore flill 


moorning weeds , Except onely: 


in this occation, akin Gods will 


was that hz should be in Pompe, 


ſo are vve peaceably to remain , ve- 
Ned in-our miſerie, in our abjec- 
tion , 1n our * WH IPTG AN & drineſle, 


til God $hall exalrus rs the prac 


tiſe of excellent ations. This 1s 


properlie called the death of the 


vvil , for by this meanes our vvill 


diesto all created goods & lives to 
God alone , & his good pleaſure,” 


Death awongſt men is nothing elſe 
bur a paſſage from onelife ro ano- 
ther, & todie is no other thing, but 
to overpaſle the confines of this 


mortall life, to arrive to the immor= 
AT tall, 
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tall, true it is our will can no more 
die then our ſoules yet doth she fo- 


metimes ourgoe the limits of her or 


dinarie life , to live wholly in the 
divine will , then it isthut »he net- 
ther can or will detire any thivg at 
all , but gives h:r («lf overtorally 
& without relcrve ro the good 
pleaſure of the divine providence, 


moiſtening & incorporating hzr 


ſeif with this good pleaſure, that 
She is not ſeen , but is hid with J E= 
SU $- Cunt in God:, waien 
$he lives not <h-., bur th: will of 


Jesus in her, what becomes of . 


the brightoelle of th: ſtars when 
th fun apearesin our horifon, cer- 
rainely 1 it doth in no wiſe perish but 
is druncke up, & ſpent in the ſuns 
fivgular light , with which it is hap- 


pilie mixed & allied , '& what beco-. 


mes of mans will when ir is entirely 
| F 2 der 
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WF *gclivered up to Gods pleaſure, it 


doth not alcogesher perish bur it is 


ſo druncke up & diſperſed in the 


will of God, that it apears not, nor 
hath it any other will chen the will 
of God. This is the bigheſt perfe- 
Etion of our will; to be thus united 
to its God & this union is moſt per- 
fetly made by ſufferingrheſe inte- 
riour afflictions as will be made 
apear by a $hort deſcription of 
them our ofthe ſelf ſame author in 
the 3. 11. & 12. Chapters of his 
ninth booke, The night before the 
great St. Peter was to ſuffer mar= 


tyrdome an angell came to the pri- 


ſon & filled it with ſplendour, 
awaked. St. Peter made him' riſe, | 
girthimſclf, putt.on his shooes & 

Eloathes freed him of his bonds & 
Shackles, drew him out of priſon 


led him through all the gards wa 


125) 

having paſſed arſtreer the angel left 
him in full libertie, here wasa great 
yarietie of very ſenſible ations, & 
yer St. Peter who was firſt :awake; 
id not apprehend that which was 
firſt done by the angel, was done 
indeed but eſtcemed ir an imagina«* 
rie viſion he was awake & yet did 
notthinkeſo; he put on his cloa+ 
thes & his shooes not knowing: 
that he had:done it.;+ he walked :& 
yetthought he walked-not, he was: 
delivered-& yet beleived it not ;and: 
all:rhis becauſe:the wonder of- his 
deliverance was fo great, & it. did 
engage his heast ſo - much , that 
chough ht had fence & knowledge 

cnough ro doe what he did , yet 

had he not enough to diſcover that 
he did it reallie & in good: carneft : 
heſaw indeed the angel but- conld 

notdiſcerne whither or no it- was: a. 
ROT E2 rue. 
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"delivered up to Gods pleaſure, ir 


doth not altogesher perish bur ir is 
ſo druncke up & diſpcrſed in the 
will of God, that it apears not, nor 
hath it any other will chen the will 
of God. This is the bigheſt perfe- 
Etion of our will; to be thus united 
toits God & this union 1s moſt per- 
fectly made by ſufferingtheſe inte- 
riour afflictions as will be made 
apear by a $hort deſcription of 
them our of th: ſelf ſame author in 
the 3.11. & 12. Chapters of his 
ninth booke. The night before the 
great ot. Peter was to ſuffer mar- 
tyrdome an angell came to the pri- 
ſon & filled it with ſplendour, 
awaked St. Peter made him riſe, 
girt himſclf, putt on his shooes & 
Eloathes freed him of his bonds & 
Shacklcs, drew him our of priſon 
led him through all the gards , & 

NA< 
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having paſſed a/ſtreer the angel left 


him in full libertie, here was a great 
yarietie of very ſenſible ations, & 
yer St. Peter who was firſt :awake; 
id not apprehend that which was 
firſt done by the angel, was done 
indeed bur eſtcemed ir an imagina«* 
rie viſion he was awake & yet did 
notthinkeſo; he put on his cloa- 
thes & his shooes not knowing: 
that he had done it .;- he walked -& 


yetthought hz walked not, he was: 


delivered & yet belcived it not 2and: 
all-rhis becauſe-thz: wonder of his 
deliverance was fo great, & it. did 
engage his heast ſo .much , that 
chough hc had fence & knowledge 
enough ro doe what he did , yet 
had he not enough to diſcover that 
he did it reallie & in good carneft © 
heſaw indeed the angcl but conld 
not difcerne whither or. no it- was a. 
=1 true. 
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True & reall viſion , where npon 
he tooke no conſolation in his de- 
liverie , till ſuchtime as coming ro 
himſelf: now quoth h<I know for 
certain that God hath ſent his an- 
gell & hath delivered me out of he- 
rods hands & the expectation of 
the Jews: Even after the ſame man=" 
ner it goes with a ſoule which is 
overcharged with interiour anguiſ- 
hes, for, beir , that she hath the 
powerto bcleive, to hope & love 
her God, yct her diſtrefle doth pol- 
ſefſe her & make head againſt her 
ſo deſperately , that she can gett no 
time to make a retreat into her 
owne quarter, & ſee what is done 
at home. Wherupon $shce is concet- 
ted that she hath neither faith, hope 
nor charitie , but onely the sha- 
dows & fruitlelſe impreſſions of 
the faid virtues which $he appre- 
.hends 


; (127) 
hends in 2 manner without anpre- 
hendirg them, & as flravgers not 
as thc Aamiliars ofthe ſoule. And if 
you will butt take notice of it you 
Shall f1nd our foulcs alwayes in this 
eſtate when thy are fiercely {ett 
upon by any violent patbon , for 

*they performe many aCtions as 
though they were in adreame v.ith 
ſo lietle feeling that they can fcar- 
celic beleeve that th:  patag oe 15 real 
ſuch are the feelings of the loule 
w hich 1stoſsed tn the miaſt of fpt- 
rituall anguishes ; alas the poore 
heart 1s aMicted, when being as it 
were abandoned by love, it lookes 
round about & ycrt {:ems not to 
findir, tt is nor found in the exte- 
riour {ences they not being capable 
ofit;norinth. lmagin ation which 
1s cruelly rortured by {ererall on- 
{cts : nor 1t the infertour part of the 
: F 4 unde LS 
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underſtanding for that is diſtracted 
with a thouſand obſcurities of 
firarge diſcourſes & apprehenlions 
& thorgh at length ir be found in 
the top where ir doth {till reſide yer 
doth the ſoule miſtake it & concet- - 
ve that it is not it, becauſe the thick - 

nefle of the darknefk's. doth not 
permitt hcr to taſte the fweetneſle 
therof; & beſides this poore ſupe- 
riour portion of the ſoule being 
beſert round about with the ſugge- 
ſions of the enemie , she is even all 
in teares & hath her hands full in 
keeping the gard leaſt fin by ſur= 
priſe might gert the conſent , ſo 
that she can make no fallie to dis 
engage the inferiour part of her 
ſpirir; and albeit she have not loſt 
heart, yetis she ſo deſperately fcrt 
at , that though she be not guiltie 
of fault, yer is she not free from 
: Pat 
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paine ; for that. her griefe might 


be full, she is deprived of the gene- 
rall conſolation which doth ordi- 
narily accompagnie us through ail 


the other calamities of this life , to 
witt hope that they will be of no- 


long continuance, but will have 


and end; ſo that the heart in the 
n:idſt of all theſe troubles falls into - 


a certain impotencie ofthinking to 
iccanend of them, & conlequen- 
thie of hoping -to-be caſed of irs 
burden, fairt.indeed which relides 
in the rop.-of the. ſpirit aſſures us 
that theſe croubles will have an end 
& that one day we $hall enjoy our 
expected repole, but the lowdneſle 
of the outcrics & showts which the 
enecmie makes in the reſt of the 
foule abour the inf-criour reaſons 
quarters will ſcarcely permitt it ro 
be heard, & wz have our imagina- 
F 5 t191ks 
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tion filled with this dolefull news, 
with this heavy preſage, alas I shall 
never be joyfull. B. Angela de fo- 
hgni , (fatcs this author in the 3. 
Chapter of the ſame booke ) ma- 
kes an admirable deſcription of 
theſe interiour pangs which she ſufe 
fered, ſaying that her loule was tor- 
tured like ro one tryed hand & foo- 


te & hung up by the neck without 


being ftrangled , but should hange 
in this cftare berween life & death, 
without hope of h:Ipe & not being 
able ro keepe h.r {cIf vpon her feet, 
nor afſifi h-r (&|f with h r hands, 
nor crye out, nor yct {1gh or moa- 
re, She was fo over charg d with 
interiour anguithes & afflictions. 
thar all h r facultics & powers ware 
oppreficd by privarion of all that 
wi: hr rclcive her, & by th- appre- 
hcnhon & impreſſion of all. that. 
mizhr 


Trae} 
might attriſtate = ſo that at the 
1mitation ofher Cerigns the begins 
ro be troubled , to fear , to be diſ- 
mayed,and art legth to wax fad with 
a forrow like unto that of death 
wh-nceshe may lay my foule ts fad 
even unto death; & with her whole 
hearts conſent. the : defires petitions, 


fupplicares , thar if it be poſble | 


this Calice may paſſe , having no- 
thizg left her faving the ſupreme 

DOIN weſkes (piriewhich cleavingro 
the divine will faith with a mon > 
ccre ſubmiſſion nor mine Þþut thy 
will be done, & wich is diligenthic ro 
be noted the foule makes this re= 
L:gn ation amiaſt fo many rrou- 
, Contradictions repugnances, 

that «he doth even hardly Derceive 
that she mak<th ir, ar leaſtir ſeems 
to be done {o colilic, rhat it is not 
done from her heart nor as it were 
F 6 fits 
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firring , ſince that which pafſcth 
there in favour of the divine will , is 
not onely done with outdelight & 
contentment , but even againſt 
the pleaſure & liking of all the reſt 
of the heart ;: whom love permitts 
to bemoane. her ſelf, ar leaſt to 
moane that she cannot bemoane 
her ſelf, & ro figh our all the lamen- 
tationsof Job & Jeremie 2 yet with 
charge that a ſacred peace be ti)! 
conſerved in the very bottome of 
the heart, in the higheſt & moſt 
delicate point-of the ipirit ; and this. 
ſubmiſſive peace is-not tender or 
fweer, noryert.in a manner ſenſible, 
though-otherwiſe fincere, ſtrong, 
invincible & full of love, &it ſeems 
to have beroke ir ſelf ro the very. 
end of the ſpirit, as into the dun=-- 
geon of the fort, where it remains: 
cQUragious ; though all the reſt- 


be 


- CEP 
be taken & opprelled withſorrowy 
and by how much the more lo- 


ve in this caſe is deprived of ail* 


helpes;, forſaken of all the aide of 
the virtues & faculties ofthe ſoule, 
by ſo-much the. more it is to be 
praiſed for conterving conſtantlie 
its fidclitie. 

Such are the feelings of the ſoule 
which is rofſcd in the midſt of ſpi- 


ricuall anguishes , vw hich do excee- 


dioglie purifie & retine love, for 
being ſiirpr of all pleature by me- 


diation wh:rcot she mighr be joi-/ 
ned to God, she 1s joyned & united 
to God immediately , willto will, 


heart to heart , withour the leaſt 


mediarion of content, or any other: 


pretenſion, I have ſeen a {lick child 
of that diſpoſition , that he would 


couragiouſlic have caten vw har his. 
mother preſented him though with . 


an 
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"mn incredible loathing) for a pure 
defirc he had to give hercontent zin 
this cale he eate his meate without 
taking any pleaſureinit: & yet not 
withouta pleaſure of an higher ra- 
te & ranck , which wasthe pleaſu- 
rc of pleaſing his mother & in per- 
ceiving her content & farisfation. 
Bur avother(who withour {ing his 
mother, by the mecre knowl: dge 
he had of her detlire , tooke all rhart 
was brought to him by ber order ) 
heeare without any pleafire at all 
for he neither had the plcafure of 
eating nor yct the content= 
ment to ſee his mother pleaſed, bur 
did onely parely & f1mply to do 
therin her will. The contentment 
of our Prince or of any partie that 
we love carneſtite, & that is preſent 
wich vs , makes watchings paines & 

Eavailcs dclicious & begcts in us 4 

love 
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fove of perill. Bur nothing is ſo 
diſcomfortable asto ſerve a maiſter 
that knowes it not, or at lcaſt if he 
knows it, gives no figne that he 
doth Know it. Love muſt be firong 
in this oceaſion becauſe it runnes 
alone withour being ſuſt einead by 
any plcature or pretenfion, 

Thus ir comes to paſle oftentt- 
mes that we have no conlolatian 
im the cxcrciſe of holic love, for 
thatb.ing like deate fingers , we 
hear not our ewne voices nor en- 
joy the melodic of our owne fong, 
yea farther we are preficd with a 
thoutand fares , fiighted with a 
thouſand falſe alarums , v hich the 
enemic gives round about our 
h art; ſuggeſiing that pcradventu= 
rc we arc Dot in grace with our mat- 
ftcr, & thar our love is fruiticfle, 
yea that it is falic & vain ſince. it 


brings 
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brings forth no comfort , and then 


. we labour not without pleaſure 


onely , but with an exceeding di- 
ſtreſle, being n<ither able to diſco- 
ver the profitt of our labour , nor 
the contentement for whome we la- 
bour, & thisisthe intent our good- 
phytician hath to bring us off & 
weane us from that of creatures- 
& more1ntimely unite us to him- 
ſelf & his divine pleaſure, 

We muſt then obſerve a great 
abuſe of manic people who rhinke 
thcy find themſelves in theſe ſuper- 
naturall condition of torments, & 
inthe meane timethey are far off 
of it, & theſe may be the onely 


' marks by which we may know 


whither we are in theſe paines or 
no. The firſtis, if the ſoule dorh 
not or will not finde anie content 
in all the creatures ofthe world , al-- 
though. 


| (137) 
though they be never ſo much tem 
pted by an inclination to them, for 
it 15a f1gnetharshe is united ro God 
himſeif, otherwayſe she would per- 
mitt her ſelfe ro follow the motions 
of nature, The ſecond is, it she 
hath care & diligence not to offend 
God in the leaſt matter , for ifshe 
did not love God, she would make 
no ditacultie to offend him , & the 
drinefle shethen finds 1s an aridi- 
tie & not merely a wearinelle 6 
ſloath. 

The third thing is if she cannot 
meditace as «he was wont, butshe- 
finds her ſc|farreſted by a generall 
knowledge,and a {imple view,with 
out diſtinguiching any thing in 
particular, The fourth figne is if 
perſons of experience do ſay her ct- 
rate is of paines and ſufferings,other 
wiſe there is as much difference bet= 
Ween. 
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ween theſe paines , & the others, 
as between light & darkneſſe. 

But to Conclude what muſt he 
doin allthcſe conditions, he muſt 
adore th: divine will, & 11 the man- 
ner he is able , abandon him (elf 
without avy reſcrve, without any 
conſult withour anie reflexion, to 
all the torments that he shall pleaſe 
to fend ; and shun a certain deſire 
that everie one finds in himſelf ro 
come out ef them, becauſe this 1s 
quite oppoſite ro an entire aban- 
don of ones ſelf, & becauſe it ſer- 
ves for nothing elle but ro aug- 
mentthe paincs we ſuffer , becauſe 
th.y are ſent us to tate away all 
imperf. tion, & therefore this des 
ſire is a great one. When th- anger 
of God with all bis punishements 
is ſett before us, we muſt endeavour 
to receive them with joy & with 
tretchs 
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Aretchr out arms , & all that chal 
happen by the meanes of men & 
creatures. 

Bur to deſcend more to particut- 
tars of what we ought to doin theſe 
troubleſome conditions, we shall 
bring the advice of the R. F. St- 
mon de Bourge Religious of St, 
Francis in the firſt purgation of the 
Infcriour part, we ought notto dif- 
fipare our ſlves inthe pleaſures of 
the exteriour under pretence of 
comfort & eaſe, although ſometi- 
mes it would be necc{{aric to take 
{ome landable recreation, in the 
view & Goh: of the divine will. Ir 1s 
not neceflarie to force our (elves 
to 2 troubletome introverſion , 
thatis the way to ruine the healrh 
& hinder our praycr. We muſt 
endeavour to accept of theſe pals 
nes with minds full of love & con- 
tent 
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tent, although they may be ſent in 
punichement of our faults & in 
chaſtiſement of our miſdemea- 
nours;& eſteem our ſelfs worthy of 
all evills, & of thoſe that are far 
greaterthen thoſe we ſuffer , ſince 
we deſcrvean hell: ro hold for cer- 
tain that the way of the croſle is 
the moſi ſure, the moſt pure , & 
the beſt, & thinke our ſelfs thrice 
happy that we partake of the pai- 
nes-of our dearcſt redeemer,&keep- 
our ſelfs content in the fupreame- 
part of the ſpiritto unite our (elf ro 
the divine operation in the tor- 
ments which he ſends to punish 
. corrupt nature , to ſuffer & endure 
the difficulties of our praycr in a 
{imple viewe of God , although we 
find no guſt or reſentment, which 
isa certain death of our acts & of 
ourlclves too, wherein we conti- 
 nually 
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nually worke by how much the 
morc we thinke not of it , enfine 
we muſt endeavourto reſt & quict- 
lie repoſe in the opinion of our di- 
rectours. 

In the ſecond Purgation of the 
ſpirit , that the ſfoule should nor 
” it ſelf ro-have alwayes the (en- 
{ible preſence of God , for that 
would but redouble its paines, & 
draw it from the contemplation 
wherein:God-himſclt hath purr it. 
Thar $he abſtain from exerciſing 
her owne proper acts , & content 
herſelf with her cooperation tothe 
divine operation in the ſ{uperiour 
part. That we muſt not much re- 
fed within our ſelves to conſider 
how we work<e in theinteriour , 8 
after all we muſt reſolve to live in 
the midſt of troubles, of anguishes, 
of diſtrefles., without feeliug / ra 
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Hout fight, withour any Knowne |; 
love, fince God will not vouchſafe F 
ro give irus. T he ſoule in this condi } 
tio lifts ir ſelf up like a ſacred Palme 
by ſo much the more it is depreſſed | 
& bent downewards, a great Pre- |. 
late ſpeaking of thife rorments, 
tells us, that ifany one should ha- 
ve cured us of our evils we ought 
to call him to a ſuite of law , & for- 
ce him by right co render what is 
fo uſcfull & ſo profitable, & St. Te- 
reſe Knew very well the advantages 
when she aſſures us in the books of 
the way of pertection,thot the lou- 
le gets more by reccaving paines 
from God, then it would have do- 
ne in ten yeares in the wayes of her 
owne choice. Thele are the croſ= * 
ſes & afflitive paines that the divi- 

ne goodneſle ſends to unite our 

ſoulcs more ſtrictly to himſelf, & 

chey 
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; they are far to end beyond 
* any other exteriour croſles, be- 
cauſe they deprive us ofa fpirituall 
good, whileſt the other doth be- 
Teave us onely of ſome corporeall 
- {| enjoyment, as lickneſle deprives of 
> | bodilie health, perſecution of the 
good will ofthoſe we live among, 
> - diſgraccs ofthe eſteem of men, &c. . Me 
- | Butyerto make this treatilc of the bl : 
| ! Croll.s more full we will ſpeake " 448 
- + (bricfclic of thc i in 1,0r 2. Chap= 
7 ters, | 
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CHAPTER Fi 


Of Sickneſſes, & abangonings of 
CTCATUTCS. 


T. Tercfia bleſſet God that 

FI ocirg but of a weake comple- 
xion, sh. by that meanes was moſt 
commonlie tormented with vio- 
lent feavers & others diſtempers in 
her travail.s & voyages, & aflured 
h.-r religions that a land that was 
cultivated by labours & troubles of , 
licknefles '& inconveniences, was 
never unfruictfull but alwayes re- 
freshed with the divine showres of 
the holy Ghoſt; rejoice you 'that - 
have anv corporall defeft , whither 
't be by your birth, or by ſome 
otþcr accident, for you wiil not be 
(o pleating to creatures & by con- 
(3 {c- 
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{quence they will not cleave to 
you,&waill give you occaſion to ſe- 
parate your felt from their love & 
unite your ſelfe to God alone.. O 
how happy a grace is the diſgraces |. 
of nature or accident, & what 
would we not have given , when 
we comeinto another life for thoſe: 
meanes & occaſions which ſepara- 
'ted us from all created beings to 
unite us to the creatour. O how 
manie foules now-lye groaning & 
ſighing inthe bottom of hell, be- 
cauſe they enjoyed in this life bo- 
dies well made & of a healthfull 
conſtitution ; Oh that you could 
but hear them curſe the time whe- 
rein they enjoyed whatthey & the 
world with them have eſteemed be- 
fore the greateſt bleſſings beutie, & 
a good naturall grace & comport- 


ment,; & how many ſoules have 
_ | bin 


(147) 
bin ſaved becauſe they diſpleaſed 
creatures, & united themſelves ro 
the creatour : or becauſe they had 
an infirme bodie & ſubject to dif- 
rempers & ditcaſesthey did not en- 
gage themſelves in the vaine plca- 
ſures & ſatisfations of the world. 
God, ſaith St. Catherine of Genua, 
makes a Purgatory in this world 
-of the bodies of thoſe thar are fick 
& diſtempered learne thar this is a 
graceto great, thatit alone is ſuf- 
ficientto bring us ro the top of an 
high perfeion, as we may find by 
th: livcs of manie Sts whoſe whole 
-courſe was nothing bur a continual 
 Mickneſſe. O how thcſe people that 
are people of ſufferances how do 
they draw downe a thonſand be- 
nedictions of heaven upon thoſe 
communities wherin th:y lead their 
miſerable & happy lives & they do 
| G 2 - 4nt- 
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Tncomparablic more good , then 
roſe that have ſo many habitudes, 
fo many natural perfeCtions, ſo ma- 
ny intriques, ſo many ingenious 
mventions, that they are common- 
le lookt upon as the upholders of . 
their Communities... O my God, 
how your divineeyes looke upon 
things in another manner then the 
eyes of mortals ; & thoſe wiſe ſages 
that looke upon all things with the 
eyes of an humane policie , for 
communities are never better both 
forremporals & ſpirituals, but then 
wh-n they arefiticd with thoſe that 


 8re rruly cructhed with their Sa- 


viour upon the croſſe, Thorough- 
ke underſtand this truth you that 
are ſuperiours , & call to mind that. 
your houſes can never be better 
ſupported then by the ſtrength of 


the Crofle,& thinke upon this you 
that 
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that are ſubje&s, thatif your croſs 
ſes are great, youare ſo much the 
happy before God, & obſervant of 
your ſuperiours.. 

We often times complaine of 
what we ought rather a thouſand 
times to be glad & excedinglie re- 
foice & when we eſteem our ſelves 
the moſt miſcrable , itis then we are 
the moſt happic , this truth is clear- 
lie evidenr to thoſe that areenlight- 
ned by the true doctrine of a lively: 
faith upon the ſubject ofthe dere- 
liction of creatures & eſpecially of 
thoſe thar are our fricnds: & ac- 
quaintances, It is true that this 
forſlaking & being left. by ones 
friends & neareſt relations- is one 
of the moſt ſenfiblecrofles & that 
which toucheseveric one the moſt 
of all the reſt. The B.'Henry de 
uſo having bin accuſed of an in» 
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famous crime , went to receave 
ſome comfort from his friends & 
allies, butthey would not ſo much 
as looke upon him, (and this ts 
the common courſe of the world 
we do not willingly looke upon 
any one that is humbled) now 
this holy perſon did avouch that 
this was verie ſenſible & grievous 
unto him , but the: prophet fpea- 
Kivg -in the- perſon of our ſaviour 


doth he not plainely obſerve thar 


this dereliion of his friends was an 
affliction ſo hard & fo troubleſome 
thatit cauſſed in him an extraordi- 
nary ſorrow. The ſpirit of love 
ſaith the hiſtorie of St-Catherine of 
Genua, tooke away all her friends 
& ſpirituall acquaintances of who- 
me 5he was wont to receave much 
comfort & alleviation in her diſtre( 
ſes 6 anguishes , & she remained 
£ | alto- 
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altogether abandonned within her 
ſelf, deprivedalſo of any comfort 
from her Confeſlor, it was becauſe 
Goddid intend to make her a crea- 
turetrulie divine. St. Paul lived no 
more in himſelf, it was Jesus that 
was onely in him & with him in all 
his funCtions but he was elevated 
to ſo glorious an citate by moſt ex- 
treme deprivations. O my God, 
| howthecondutt of thedivine pro- 

- vidence is wholly admirable , the 
gore Apoſtle finds him lelfe forſa- 

en by his dear Galatians, becauſe 
he too freely told them the truth 
& found himſelf rejeted & fcor- 
ned by thoſe very people which he 
himſelf tells us did eſteem him once 
an angellof God nay as ]JEsus- 
CHrkris T himſelf, & to ſpeake in 
his owne langnage they were ready 
to bereave themſelves of whatis 
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moft pretious 6: dear to all their 


fight if they had thought it had any 


wayes conduced to his fatisfaQtion . 


-doth not he declare unto is that he 


was forſaken by alltheworld when 
atthe ſametime, he tells. us, that 
God di&moft of altaſht him, fo 
rrue It is that God is moſt of all 
where creatures are the leaſt, But 


1s there any thing like tro the holie 


humanitie of the adorable ] = su s 
who was hypoſtatically united 
to the divine word it ſelf; in ſich 
a ſort that it was trulie faid ] e- 
5Us is God; & yet O wonder 


-of wonders tt is certain that the a- 
bandonings he ſuffered were in- 
comparable. He is betrayed by 


one of his difciples ; the cheife & 
firſt of his Apoſtles did denye him, 
all left him © the *angells-gave him 
over to the crueltie of his enemiesz 


he 
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he is parted from his beloved mg 


-ther, leaving hcr at the foote of the 


crofle , the holie Ghoſt conduats 
him to be ſacrificed as the Apoſtles. 
teachcs us, the eternal father lea. 
ves him & atlaſthe leaves & forſa=- 
keshimſelte, info great a degree, 
that his ſubjects, his creatures , hea- 
ven & carth & as an excellent au- 
thor doth'very-wellremerke hisfa- 
ther, his mother-,. & the. holie 
Ghoſt, & I ESus ; himſelf. make 


up but one bodie, to afflict &-tor= 


nent ] 8:55, theſe-rruths-if they 
were well penctrared would rather 
cauſe in our minds a defire of 
being rhus left & forſaken , then-a 
fear of lufferivg it, let the v hole fra- 
me of nature frett as much as 1t 
pleaſes , let she foule of man rea- 
ſon as much as ir will , this ſpeCta- 
cle ofa God made mani thus left: & 
G 5 de: 
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deſerted , leaves us incredible ſoves 
for all poſſible abandons ofall fort 


of creatures, 
CHAPTER X. 


Of the loſſe of honour , and perſecutions 
of the world. 


F. Lithatwe can do by our ſpi- 


rituall exerciſes is nothing if 
it doth-not arrive to the. perfet 
contewpt of all that is honourable, 
for hewillnotreach to the perfect 
union ofa crucified (aviour, becau- 
ſe iris this that he hath alwayes em- 
braced & ch-riched moſt of all 
things i im this world, & it. was the 
gſtare in which he choaſeto leave i i, 

& what will then become of the 
wiſc of theworld for ſo I may call 
Even thoſe ſpiritual perſons , who 
arc 


es 
It 


ns 
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are of opinion char it is neceffarfe' 
-todo good to have credit, & to be 
'in honour of the world, the: great 
St. Tereſe lookes upon this mMaxt- 
'me as an inſupportable miſtake, 


are we more wile & knowing thew 


"the eternal wiſedome to find out 
more convenient wayes to do 


-good, then thoſe he. himſelf hath 
practiſed & found our, O my ſoule 


let us fix oureyes upon this exam- 


ple. & never remove them from it. 
'Let us but confider that he had fo 
grear an horrour for the good _ 


nion of the world, thit at his birth 


'he apeared | ina DOOre miſerable ſta- 


ble in the midſt of wo vile animals 
upon a throne offtraw, and a little 


after h& shamefully yes before 
thoſe thar perſecure him to take 
away hislife , he paſſcs h's enfancie 


ina 2 firarge acuacrlc in a great & 
G 6 Ons 


NERC wt wn 
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unheard of miſerie; enfine he r&- 
mains at laſt hut upin the shop of 
a poore Carpenter untill the age of 
thirtie yearcs & when he apeared 
for the eſpace of three yeares & mo 


reitwas but to be the more loaded 
with confuſtons & charged with all 
forts ofdiſgraces, if his ſermons are 


made much ofhe will yer for all that 
nd others that shall denye him & 


thinke he isa foole & a madman.. 


In the meane time the people dt- 
vide. therſelves into ſeverall parts 
{omeſaying that he was a good man 
& others on the contrarie thought 
hewas a dceeiver a hypocrite, by 
others he is accuſed of thoſe crimes. 
which are committed againſt God 
againſt men , & agaioſt himſclt , he 
is accuſed of thoſe moſt horrid 8: 
unheard of miſdemeanours, as of 
treaſon againſt both humain & di- 

YG. 


f 


en a 
vine rugs of affectation of r{it 
divinicie, & uſurpation of the mos 


narchie ofthe world; they cry out 


that he is a ſeducer. of the people 
adiſturber of the publicque peace, 
that heis. 2 winebibber & that he 


hath a ſecret alliance with the devils, 


& that he himſelf is poſſeſled. He is 
conducted to the tribunal of the 
Eecclefiafiique, & there is ſome 
appearance that the cheife Prieſt 
Should be favourable to his inno- 
cence, & ithit the doctors should 
notletthemſelves be furprited , but 
alas it 1s theſe thar condemne him 
with the grearcſt paſſhon & the 
high Pricſt centing his garment fuf- 
ficiently <howes the averſion he 
had imprinted in his minde. Helis 
 earried bctore rhe governour ofthe 
Province, before king herod & 
beforeall i is condemned, ,& what in- 


famie. 
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Sy (158) | 
Famie greater then this , for what 
wouldthe world nor fay , that fu- 
rely it muſt needs be as they had 
imagined , becauſe he was con- 
demned by -the cheife Prieſt by 
kings, & Princes & the reſt of the 
judges of their nation, he is found 
to be faultie in all the tribunals 
both Ecclefiaſtique. & ſeculier , & 
that by undeniable proofes of wit- 
neſſes & authentick teſtimonies & 
now we. ſee that all the ſanditie 
that did apear in him was nothing 
elſe but hypocriſie, & his miracles 
nothing but illufion ; they ſaid ve- 


ry well that he was a deceiver & a 


cheare, & it is nor onely the people 
thatare againſt him, but one of his 
owne diſciples delivered him up ro 
our. high Prieſts & gouvernours 
which is a ſigne that h- knew more 
then was good, & more then the 


reſt. 


(159) 7 
reſt of the world knew , & he liks- 
, -wiſethat ſeemed to be the moſt zea- 
| Tous of all found his life & conver- 
, fation ſodiſgracefully abominable, 
, that he himſelf was afraid to ack- 
, Nnowledge him in the preſence of 
| apoore ſerving maid , & chooſe 
rather to forſweare he knew him, 
then to confcile that he was one of - 
.his followers , all the reſt did leave 
, *& abandon him , which was an evi- 

_ i dentdemonſtration of the truth of 
all rhat hath bio faid againſt him 
& aftcr all he muſt needs bea ſtran-. 
.  gefcllow, fincethey preferred th:i-. 
ves & robbers before him , & that: 
- thoſe that ſollicite againſt him are 
a ſort of people that fear God for 
they continually exerciſe workes-. 
of mercy & charitie demanding the. 
deliverie of a poore priſoner & we-- 
ze ſoreligious chat they would not- 
I : de- 


OO — 


£150) 


.defile-themſelves by entring into: 


| ( 
| Pilates hall. Beſides all this they ad- , 1 


ded farther that God who 1s al- 


wayesthe Proteour ofthe juſt & 
mnocent,did abandon & leave him | 


& would nor vouchſafe to hear 
him when he cryed out unto him 


& called upon him ;. at laſt there is 


no place for to doubt of the malice 
of his crimes ſince to finish all he 


died upon the crofle which 1sa de» | 
clared curſe & a Knowne maledic» ! 


tion , not-onely.by the common 
opinion of rhe vulgar but by the 


authoritie of the divive. word it 
ſelf. Here o humaine. prudence, * 
you way ſeethe conduit of a Dei» * 
fied God is it poſlible,, cryes our, # 
thargreatSt. Tereſia, thatI shou!ld © 
delire my God, that anie bodie 
Should have a good opinion of me, ; 
fince they have ſaid fo much evill ! 
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| of you & it was forthis reaſon thar 


{the Apoſtle proteſts that the world 
was crucified ro him & he to the 


'world, as much. as ifhe should ſay 
that the world & its honours & 


'pleaſures was unto him in the ſame 
horrour & diſlike , as one that is 


_ hanged upon a gibber is ro a Paf- 
ſenger that walkes by , & thar liKe- 
wiſe on the contrarie he was a hor= 


jrour & contempt to the world ; 
{ſeing he cherished. ſo much | what 
'that did as much abhorr, diſpraces 
& contempt, & therefore he tells. 


:us that the world looked upon him 
{as a foole or a madman.. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


of Perſecutions both of the world , & 
of the good... * 


FT T isan affured truth becauſe we 
have receaved it from the mourh 
| *oftruth it (elf, that all thoſe that 
will piouſlic live i in Jesus- CHRIST 
Shall ſuffcr- perſecution, the ſervant 
1s not above his maiſter, it the 
-world harh cruellic perſecuted = 
| fouveraigne & lord of allthings , 1 
EZ will not ſpare his diſciples , Gur 
WY :how shall not the world make war 
E (againſt its enemics, when it is fo ri- 
A *Sorousto its friends & familiars, & 
thercfore it is an oracle ofthe holie 
' Ghoſt, that he that diſpolcs him+ 
ſelfro ſ. rve Goddiſpoſes himlelfto 
= ' undergoe ſeycrall temptations & 
| traills. 
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erialls. Ir isthe cheifeſt grace & fa- 
your of the greateſt friends of our! : 
faviour alwayes to ſuffer inconve- 
niences from the world , if one fe- | 
parates himſelf from companie the! 
more ſcriouſlic ro applie hiwlclte| 
to the buſinefle of his falvation,|' 
then preſentlic it muſt needs be out 
of a bad humour. It one is ſerious 
in converſation they will preſentltc 
fay that itisafrightfull devotion, &|. 
that this way of proceding ſpoiles | 
all the ſervice of God. If one is!! 
pleaſant & of a good & cheertull};, 
: humour, they preſentlie he muſt, 
needs be a feoffer & will rell us that i 
devores: can be mery as well as}, 
others. If by chance their happens} 
fam einconuemence in the loſle off 
goods or in the management of af-ſ,; 
faires, they preſcotlic lay the bla- < 
: ME Upon deyotion , & wr—_ y 
| tat * 


dams way 2:6 Sh 


TE LY, : 
& thatth<y do not take that care & 
ur! diligence that is requiſite of their 
&- 'bulincfle, alrhough althis is falſe & 
E- that iris certain that they do al they 


&'\can. If ſome perſons have an ill di- 


fe; ſpoſition , & fall very frequentlie 
1,//into faults they . preſentlie blame 
Ut] 'holie devotion as though it could 
US| never faile infine th< whole life of 
te thoſe that ſerve God-is put upon 
theexamen , withourtever the leaſt 
&|thinking or troubling themſelves 


MM!ofGod, &rhefin they themſelves 
at are guiltic of by fo calilie condem- 
ning another. 


re ſome perſons that are putt to 


2" ſeems they live for nothing elſe bur 
tbe a marke of contradiction & 
my” thar 


FBſ\with the injuſtice rhey committ in. 
1 taking vpon them -the judgements 


Burtwe muſt obſerve that there - 


"the prove ſo ſtrongelie , that it. 


+» 


keit publicque, & if it be a fault 


ingenious enough to find out 
wayes to make it paſle for one of 


caſion of great perſecution, Ir isre- 


fon F. dela Croix, that after all the 
nformationsthat'were made of his 
life thearticles given;againſt him if 
they had bin proved true would 
'havebin no more then venial fins 


' tempeſt did not theſe informations 
make about the world. If they 


(166) } 
that of reproaches, calumnies, diſ--F! 
graces , jeares, & a thouſand offen- 
five diſcourſes is the moſt common, i 
if onefalls into atrue & reall fault, 
they will ſay that it is to render | 
God great honour & glorieto ma- þ 


that is not ſo conſiderable, they are 


great importane, & ſometimes 
theſe light miſdemeanours give oc- 


ported inthe life of that holie per- 


at the moſt', & yer what ſtirs , what 


-can=- | 


(167) 


#preſentlie condemne them of hy- 
pocrifie & illuſion: if one ſpeakes 
{1mply & plainely concerning ſo- 
_me mercies that the divine bountie 
Math beſtowed upon us, they then 
cry outofthe want ofhumilitie , & 
f one keepe filence then they are 
' Plamed as though they were culpa- 
[le & thar one then is obliged te 
defend one ſelfe & that the honour 
df God doth 'exact it ; if one ſpea- 
e they preſently faies that the 
aints alwayes held their toungues, 
Y ou will ſay that the minds of all 
 pcople are filled with no thin 


ſe but with a thouſand contra-' 


dictions & oppoſitions againſt the- 
e perſons. All is well in others 
but in theſe nothing but malice, 
zothing but wickedneſle, If one 

| Can 


Feannot denie the vertues that are' 
evidentlie ſeen in their lives, they 


(163) 
Tan but obſerve the leaſt natural! 


imperfection 1 10 which moſt com. 


molie there is no fin at all preſent- 
lie it muſt beI know not what vi- 
ce., I know not what crime, & 
this not onely from ſeculiers but 
alſo from thoſe thar are moſt ſpi- 
rituall ,, there cannot a calomnte 


be found which $ball not be caſt . 


upon this poore creature & that” 
alſo by th2 falſe reports of thoſe ; 
that thinke thzy do wel in accu-,, 
ſing of her, and shethar before was! 
In honour. jin-eſteeme & the creditr 
of the moſt perfect 8& virtuous, , 

reſentlie becomes the contrarie 


+ 5: cy As Wa. 


| 


deſpiſed, laughed att, & abando-/ 
ned by all creatures, & thatwhbich | 


is theworſt of all ir ſons that h-a- | 


ven it {c]f combines ro afflict this |: 
perſon , I could bring a moſt 1- 


Juſtrious example of this truth, bur | 
Shall 


i 
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«shall reſerve ir un till the next 


chapter, & S$hall oncly make 
uſe of one ſufticiently knowne, & 


that is of that grear Servant of God 


P. Baltazar Alvarez confeſſor to 
the glorious Saint Terefia of who- 
me she knew by revelation that 
there was none ſo much advanced 
in perfeftion,& yet how did he fuf- 
fer from all ſorts of creatures & 


that even from ſome of his owne 


he was accuſed of a moſt noto- 
rious fault in a generall congrega- 
tion of his ſociztie, & charged 
with the faults of his ſchollars be- 
cauſe they did not ſpeake asthey 
Should have done concerning 
prayer. And this is one of the in- 
juſtices of men to attribute to Di- 
rcours the defaults of their Schol 
lars, & St. Tcrele aflares us that he 
had not alittle to ſuffer for her ſake 
i H Tan 
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from the judgements which the 


yorld made of her, & laydall upon 


hin. Andthus much may be ſaid 
for thoſe that ſuffer by thoſe rhar 
are of the world & of a contratie 
Opinion to them , & thar either 
out of jealloufie, envie, or reven- 
ge, but thar which is worſt of all 
is when they are perſecuted by tho= = 
ſe of a good life & of a right inten- 
tion now amongſt theſe moſt of 
them thinke they do God almigh- 
tie good ſervice , he: permitting 
themro find out reaſonable foun- 
dation & grounds to do it. The 
R. F. Ludovicus de Pont in rhe 
life of .P. Alvarcz doth make 
mention of the glorious St. Jo. 
ſeph who did ſuſpe& (his ſpouſe 
of a crime)without the leaſt fault on 
her part becauſe he ſaw ſome exte 


riour fignes of it, & could not cow- 
: | pre- 


Cr91) 
prehend the conception of the eter 
nal word without the natural mea- 
nes, by the helpe of the holieGhoſt, 
Irts true that the nitber of theſe per- 
ſons is very rare, becauſe the cor- 
ruption-of nature, {cIf love, ſecret 
looking after our owne intereſts, 
which rs as commonlie hidden as it 
is almoſt alwaycs really found in 
moſt of our affaircs , & therefore 
corrupted nature moſt commonlie 
mingles it ſelf with the fincercſt in- 
tevtions, whitther it be , becauſe 
we take buſineſſes with ro much 
heate or push them on with to 
* much forwardncfle, or are carried 
on with to great a zeale & eager- 
neſle in our affaires & ſo endeavour 
to arrive to the end of our bufſine(- 
ſe with to great an empreſiment 
whither or no it be becauſe we ſuf- 
fer our (clyes to be overtaken to 

: H 2 ſoon 


ad SR 7 TIE 


F ks. 


| G 
foon beleiving too eafilie the re- 


ports we hear, faſtning the mind, 


filling the memoric with the 
faults that are objected , without 
taking lcaſure to thinke of the 
reaſons on the contraric; or be- 
cauſe we give to. much way & 
ſcopeto the working of our ſpirt- 
tuall enemie , who is alwaycs ſee 
King whome he may devoure , & 


oftentimes in theſe occaſions ma+ 


Kes himſelf maſter of the imagina- 
tion by aggrandifing the ſpecies , 
moving & 2gitating the palſtons in 
ſuch afashion that they areno mo- 
re capable of receiving the impreſ- 
fions ofthe truth , becauſe they are 
not capable to underſtand when it 
15 never ſo muchtold them, & we 
have agreat example of this in the 
perſon of P. Jean dela Croix, who 
was ſufficien the exerciſed in that 
| na- 


(173) 
nature by one of his owne order; 
who never ft off vexing &trou- 
bling the Servant of God untill his 
verie laſt moment of his life ſo far 
that he was troubled when any one 
went bur near him to viſit & ſee 
him ; & the hiſtorie of his life doth: 
teach us that the imagination of 
this perſecutour of his was ſo ſtran- 
gely poſicfled by the Enemie, -rhar 
he made all thar was ſaid in the: 
behalfe of the Saint to ſeem Impro- 
bable by perverting it into a bad 
conſtruction , & by that- meanes 
alwayes kept him in coler & aDger. 
againſt rhe'Saint, now all theſe per- 
ions notwithſtanding allrheir good 
intentions, were neverthelctle very 
fiultie & blameworthy, &after they 
have ſerved the ends of God in pu=- 
rifying - & | perlecutiog his Saints 
they are chaſtiled here in this world. 
-"T 4 & 
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TO - 
& in the next roo tn Purgatory by 
very great paines as the hiſtories & 
lives of the Sainrs do teſtifie in ma- 
ny places : it is true theſe perfons 
would not lett themſelves be car- 
ried on by a bad opinion , if they 
knew it, yet it is their faultto let 
themſelves be deceived.Inftine it is a 
ercivious matter to be the inftru- 
ment. of the enemie ro pnnish & 
trouble the Saints of God, with 
never ſo many good intentions 
that they have, becauſe the enemie 
makes ule of them to bring abour 
his defigns. ot | 

God almightie who is nothing 
elſe bur goodneſlſe hath alwayes 
his glorie for his end in the exerciſe 
of his {ervants, & the ſanification 
of their ſoules, & heis relolved to 
eſtablish his kingdome in an admi- 
rable way through tribulations, 


per- 


6175) 
perſecutions & travailes , which, 
they ſuffer, in ſuch ſorr thatthey 
accomplish his greatcſt deſigns by 
the wayes of the crofle , wayes that 
are wholly hid to the prudence of 
the world who cannot perſuade 
themſelves, that humiliations & 
annihiations are the moſt advan= 
tageous meanes to do good for 
what apearance is there that a man 
io his apoſtolicallfundtions should 
g0 through better then with ho 
nour & praiſe; doth nor all the 
world thinke it fitt & neceſſary that 
there should be ſome reputation , 
ſomeeſtcem, ſome amitie & friend 
Ship of creatures in the caſe, & yet 

if wee looke upon the adorable ] xz - 

SUs, thc holic apoſtles which have 

converted the whole world , the 

greateſt Saints which God hath 

made uſe of & which haye accom- 


H 4 plis- 
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plisficd the greareſ deſignes of his: 
divine providence, & it is for this 
reaſon that he did permitt that they 
ware not onely exerciſed by tho- 
ſe that ware bad, but even by rhoſe 


* that ware the wet Innocent, it 


would be but a little mater to ſuffer 
from thoſe perfons whoſe teſtima- 
nie doth not make thar livetic 1tm- 
preſſion upon their fpirtes that it 
Should doe, or ought to doe, but 
It 1s ſome thing toendure & loffer 
from thoſe that are of a good ef- 
teem & a righreous life whoſe jud- 
pr_ & opinions cannot ealilte 

e rejected, and {uch were thoſe 
that did perſecute the great St. Te- 
reſfia, whoſe authoritic was ſo great, 
&: vicrue ſo conſiderable, thar it 
was enough to offend them nor 
to beleive, & this is what ihe 
Bishop ſpeakes that writcs her life, 
” {0 


(177) 
ſo that the great St. Peter de :Al- 
cantara vety well obſerves , that 
one of the greateſt troubles that 
She ever ſuffered was the perſecu- 
tion WG that kad a good in- 
tion, & were juſt , & goodthem- 
real the Ninges of > ak {aid our 
divine Saviour upon this ſabjeR £0) 
a devout foule, are far more {mar- 
ting & rorewenituous then thoſe of 
other flyecs. But the enemie hath 
other ends in all this for he by theſe 
means intcnds to hinder a thou- 
. ſand goods which otherwayes 
would kwe bin procured by theſe 
ſ:rvants of his if they had not bin 
hindred by theſe malicious inter- 
pretations & criergs out againſt 
them, or at leaſt rendring their 
condutt ſuſpicious & doubrtull to 
the end, one chould not follow 
hs. Ir advice & alliharis ro be done 
+2 -- 1!2 
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| (178) 
in this caſe is that perſons of ho- 
nour & honeſtic should rake heed 
not ro ſecond the deſigns of the 
infernal enemie, & thar they 
Should learne this one thing thar al- 
though we never thinke on it we 
often give place to theſe enterpri- 
fes, & that with verie good inten- 
tions , of which they are not wan- 
ting to make uſe according to their 
gced. 
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CHAPTER EXILE 


F 2 
The perfect Creſſe in the Perſons of the 
B. Henrie de $4; 9,C tre glericns 
St. Terefia Re Grizatrix of 
the Carmes, 


He firſt ofthe is the B, Hens 

ry de Sulſo , hel Degan is crot> 

ſe firſt by a perf. & mortiftcation a 
his ſenecs which to ſpeake the trut! 

was very admir ble & worthy all of 

conlideration, & celpeciaiite that 

which conce pes the mortification 


2f- of his ſence of fecling which was 


made by corporall pennances & af- 
fictions; he commonlie wore the 
hiir chirt's & an iron chain & faſt- 
ncd to his undcrinoiſt garment 2 
hundred & fiftie very sharpe need 
les , he tuffered himiclfro be eaten 


. up. 


Fo . © 
up by vermine, & tothe end that 
he might no wayes helpe himſclf, 

heputr on gloves in the nighr full 
of ends of Iron exceeding sharpe 
and keene, & hedid ſo much tear 


himſclfthathe ſcemed ro have bin 


 torne in peices by the nailes of ſo- 


me wilde beaſt : he continued this: 


martyrdome for the ſpace of {1x- 
teen yeares : he wore upon his 
Shoulders next his skin alittle crof- 
fe ſtuck round with thirtie nailes 
very well filed & sharpned, which 
fomerimes he beate into his flcsh 
with his fiſt , he wore this croſle 
eight yeares day & night & in the 
meane time he lay upon the bare 
ground havivg no other Pillow 


then a ſack ſiuffed full of raw 2: 


allthe winter long he never came 
near a-fire, although alroſt ftar- 
ved with cold he was forced to ſay 


Maſle 
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Maſle in that condition; not to ma- 
ke wention of many other pen- 
nances as difciplins ſo cruell &long 
that the blood ran downe upon the 
wound, be proſtrate & kiſſed the 
ground a hundred times day & 
night, the little ſleep & that which 
he tooke in a very little ſtraight 


chair & other the like inventions. 


which the ſacred love of his cruci- 
fied redeemer, & the holie hatred 
and conrempt of himſelf did ſug- 
geſt unto him. He made the ſame 
war to his taſte , he never cate bur 


once a-day, & abftained from flesh, 


fish & cggs, he dranck wine onely 
' once. in the year, & thar was at 


eaſter , he alwayes uſed bear or. 


water & that in a certain meaſure: 
very little for the quantitie that it 
did containe & never betweerp 


meales fo that ſoxctimes he was: 


ror- 
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tormented which . an incredible 
thirſt & drought, in ſo much that 
being not able toendure it, he was 
fortitcd by Jzsus-CaRisT 
himfe!'f who apcared to him & 
Showed , him the thirſt he ſuffered 
upon the crofic, He was wont 
gredilic to feed upon aples & for 
that reaſon he abſtained rwo who- 
le yeares together. He obſerveda 
woſt ſtri&t filence , thirtie yeares 
paſſed in whichhe never io much 
as opened his mouth in ſilence time 
excepting once returning from the 
chapitre,, & being in the 'barke 
with ſome other religious, & when 
he ought to {peake he turned his 
thought & imagination, towards 
St. Dominick & Sr. Bernard to 
beg of them the grace & priviledge 


to doit with all the perfection that 


was requiſite, he ſpoke. bur little & 
FS com= 
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commonlie examined. very ſtrictly | 


whatſoever came out of his month; 
He kept his .cycs very exatly he 
jadged not the leatt ill of any per- 
fon bur interpretated all in good 
part, endeayourcd todo ſervice to 
evcric one , & had ſogrear. a com- 
paſſion of thoſe that were afflicted, 
that he. often times wept. with 
them ; He pardo:.ed thoſe that had 
any wayeslnjured him, &was ready 
to do good forevitll. It may be that 


| moſt thar read this life may rhinke 


thatrhey are alreadie arrived to a 
good degree of perfection, it they 
were come fo far as this holy Pers 
fon, bur itis otherwiſe in the light 


| of God:, who likcwiſe showed this 
faint in an extafte that he was bur a 
| novice in the way of pertc&tion., & 
} commanded an angell to ivtroduce 
| him into the shoole ofa pertet ab- 
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negation, in which we defpoile our | 


ſclves of our ſclves to putt on the 
true. cloathings of a crucified Sa- 
viour ; by which meanes he clearly 
underſtood thar he was not wholly 
reſigned to affronts & injuries, that 
he was afraid toapear before thoſe 
that had any thing againſt him , 
that he endeavoured to avoid all 
fort of confuſion ; that he found a 
certain kind of complacencie & 
delight ro be praiſed, & ſadneſſe & 
diſcontent in being deſpiſed & con- 
temned; & therefore God com- 
manded him to leave ofall his pen- 
nances & exteriour mortifications 
becauſe his bodie could ſuffer no 
more, & change them into thoſe 
that were far moretroubles om sho 
wing him in a certain viſion that all 
the mortifications that he had hit- 
her practiſed were very good, _ 

. tat 
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| that there was thoſe that were far 
greater to be borne, He ſaw an an- 
gel which would needs equippie 
him in the fashion of a Cavalier & 
man of armes ſaying that as yet he 
had fought like a freshwater but 
from hence forward he muſt begin 
to showe the exploit of a captain 
againſt the inſults of his owne pro- 
per love, that there yer remained 
more croſſes tor him to ſuffer then 
there was ſtars in the firmament , 
which will cer little in the fight 
of ſome , but very fenlible to 
thoſe that endure them, & he re- 
duced them ro three heads firſt 
fayes the angel you have as yer bin 
the tormentour of your ſelt,& you 
have tormented your iclf when 
ever you pleaſed but for the future 
God almightie will put you into 
| the hands of another , in the place 


of 
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ofthe-approbation & applauſe of | 


men which you enjoyed inthe ti- 
me of your exteriour croſles & 
morrifications you shall now be 
deſpiſed, contemned, cutt in ma- 
mocks by the tourgues of ſlande- 
ters, & judged worthy to be trod 
under foot by. all the world fe- 
condly as yet you have delired to 
love to be beloved & eſteemed by 
all-, endeavouring to entertain 
peace & quiernefſe with all, & 
relenting whatſoever s$hoald 
happen ro the contrarie , but 
for the furure you $shall encoun- 
tre nothing but tnfidelitie , & 
lolle of friends & neareſt rela- 
tions, ore $hall forfake you & 
the other $shall not looks upon 
you , & others on your acconvt 
Shall be' involued in great miſe- 
ries & diſtrefles, Thirdly becau- 
. | {e 
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' {e as hitherto you have bin con= 
ſtavtlic cheriched & ſuſteined by 
heavenlie conſolations & comforts 
now you shall find th quite cons 
 trarie & from henceforward you 
Shall be exerciſed in all ſorts of ari- 
dities, drinetles & defolations, & 
abandons both of men & angels, 
Our ſaviour let him underſtand 
another time , thatthen when one 
croſle or affliction was come upon 
him , he ought nor to caſt his eye 
upon the end & apon the rime 
wherin it will de overpaſt & gone, 
but to ſubmitt hin{clf ro accept & 
undcrgoe another after that is en=: 
ded & accompliched : Imitating in; 
that a young Virgin , who walking; 
amons the roſes; & having gathe- 
red one is not contenred bur caſts, 
her lookes upon another, & then, 
upon another & ſo uponthe —_ 
a7 = 
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etroe of roſe trees & therefore” he |* 


began to diſpoſe himſelf by a per- 


fect ſolirude & retraidt, not ſo |. 
much as going out of his Monaſte- | 


rie, not ſo much as ſpeaking at 


the gate, shutting himſelf up afcer 


dinner alwayes in a chappel , wit- 
hout theleaſt recreation or entertai- 
fiement with any creature & this 
for the efpace often yeares together 
the ſtrife was very rude & hard be- 
cauſe hewas fettupon by thoughts 


& temprations againſt faith for the F 
ſpace of nine whole yeares togea- 
ther , beſides this a moſt unuſuall I, 
ſadnefle fealed upon him, that he 33 
thought the weight of manie © 


mountaines lay upon his diſtreſſed 


heart & thar didlaft for rhe ſpace of "1 | 


Eight yeares, the thoughts of diſpai- 
re ſucceeded theſe, & an interiour 
{uggeſtion which continually told 
: him 
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| kim , that whatſoever he did he 
' should neverbe ſaved of which he 

| could not free himſelffor the ſpace 
| often yeares in. all which time he 
; | looked upon himſclfas apoore mi- 
E ſerable Creature condemned to the 
{| perpetuall empriſonmenr of hell fi- 
{ re, But his exteriour afMictions 


f 
$ 
| 


permitted that the world should 
allaulthim on all ſides, he wentto 
E-pray a little in a Church in which 


5 ® ted a roberie, of which he was ſus- 
$:pected by which ſtories & many 
others of the like nature he was fo 
F:diſcrediced , that moſt thought him 
1 worthy of being putt into priſon, & 
{to be codened to death. In a certain 
4 Chaptre of his owne order , he was 
accuſed by two principall farhers. 
*to have compoſed certain U__ 
taat 


| were no lefſe violent, becauſe God 


L © the night before th:y had commit-' 
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that contained nothing in them 
bur herefie, in which time he was 
ſeized on by a moſt violent feaver, 
& a moſt unuſuall apoſtume which | 
ſtruck him to the heart; on ano- ! 
thertime he was taken as an impoſ- | 
tor, & accuſed by his owne com- | 
panion to have endeavoured to}. 
poifon all the fountaines therea- 
bouts , & ſohave killed the inhab!. | 
rants, & after allthis God almigh-! 
tie did interiourlie ſignifte unto * 
him thar he had not yer ſuffered | | 
ſufficicnclie, & rhat there was yet- | 
more then all this to be undergo- . 
ne , & that was this, that it was not | 
ſfficient onely to ſuffer injuries 
bur that he muſt hunt after them | 
ſeeke them & when he hath once | 
I 
'r 


found them embrace them with 
joy & content, ſaluting with Kind- t: 


nefle the authors of them endea- | 
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* vor to ſweeten & mollifie the 


hearts of his perſecutors & thoſe 
that havethe moſt grieviouſlie of- 
fended him , the occaſion he had to 
do this offered it ſelf preſentlie un- 
to him, for he was very furiouſlie. 
ſctt upon by one of his Lay Bro- 


thers, & thatnot without verie ma-- 


ny injurious & reproachfull words 
neendured it all very patientlic wit- 
houtrhe leaſt replying or opening. 
his lips , & thinking that by this 1 
lence he had fatisfied his obliga- 
tion, but God told him interiour- 


lie., that , that was not enough, 


thar he muſt. go on farther, which 
he did & went & fell downe at the 
feet of this ſelf ſame brother & askt 
pardon of him as though he had 


{| bin guiltic himfelf; on another ti- 
.# methere was one that caſt all the. 
| reproaches- imaginable upon him 


I all 


deer 
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all: cheall language-his paſſion of 
anger:& hatred could invent & caſt 
forth ;& he looked upon him wirh 
a.{\miling-& ſerene':countenance; 
He walkedio:hei ſame fashion a- 
midſt the thornes & briars of morti 
ficationall the time ofhis life, which 
afterward ſecmed as ſweet. & plea- 
fantasroſes, ſotharofcen times he 
did moſt” familiarlie complaine'ro 
God almighty that hejthoughr he 
had forgott him , becauſe for the 
ace of a month he hid nor ſuffe- 
redtheleaſt affliction neither in his 
bodie, nor in his renowne &repy- 
tation. Burt God did not leavehim 
veric long in this eaſe & repoſe 
which was given him ro diſpoſe 
him to receavea greater affliction, 
to which he was fortified hy an ex- 
traordinaric viſion, to wirt, he 
thought to have celcbrared the 


_ Maſ- 
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Maſle, but could find no other 
then 'thatofche Martyrs which did 
begin with thoſe words 'multe tri- 


bulations juſtorum ncany are the tribas-. 


lations of the juſt, By which God did 
ſfignifie unto him that he would ha- 
ve him martyred aſthoughirshou!d 
be withour anie effufion of blood, 
& that he should be of that num- 


ber, which- was verified by his en- 


during the moſt infamous flander 
that:a baſe woman could putt 
upon him. Theſe are the-wayes 
through which the divine goodneſ- 


ſe leads'thoſe ſoules he intends to. 
make his moſt familiar friends &: 


moſt intimate acquaintance, they 

muſt neceſſarilie paſſe through 

the wayes of ſelf deniall both aCti- 
ve & pallive 

The perfett example of 4 crucified life 

In the perſon of the Seraphicall Te- 

reſig. I 2 There 


a (196) 

Thereare certain Croſles are one- 
ly begun , there are other that are 
verie far advanced, & there are 
others that are perfe&t & very per- 
fetly complrared,the latterare the 
moſt ſeldom found, either by the 
want of good ufage, or for the litt- 
le correſpondance to the motions 
of grace & the deſigns of the divine 
providence by: our little vigour & 


courage,& aboue all becauſe-we do. 


not krow how to-efteem & value 
the gift of God but are ung ratcfull 
unto him, not applying our ſelves 
to thanke him, blefle & praiſe him, 
to love him for his favour & thin- 
ke our ſelves unworthy to receave 
it from his hands :. & therefore 1 
Shalf propoſe: an- example of one 
of the moſt perfe&t & accompht- 
hed ir the life: af the moft glo- 
rivus St. Tereth , 4 which. we 

Shall 


- © 897] 
shall ctearlie bchold one of the 
moſt beuri fulleſt crofſes, & one of 
the moſt perfecteſt thatour lord 
ever planted in the Church , to gi- 
ve fire to ouricy hearts , & to ani- 


mate us generouslie not to putt. 


anie obſtacle to the divine grace, 
abandoning our (clves wholly ro 
its divine motions , to the end thar 
it may accomplish i in us the croſ- 
ſes which ithath begun ro produ- 
ce by the ſpeciall favour & un- 
heard of mercie of his divive pro- 
vidence, 

T he dion « or Croſfles of this 
Chriſtian Amazon are worthy to 
be writr in the leaves of whole vo- 
lumes & are fitr ſubje&t & matrer 
to fill them , & therefore we $hall 
treat of chem here in a little com - 
pendium. O my God what a {pec- 
tacle dosh repreſent ir ſelf ro our 
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eyes; My ſoule it isalittle fight we 
have of this crofle, & yetalas, that 
nothing, doth difcover unto us 
one of the moſt bevrifulleſt & moſt 
rich croffes which harh ever ape- 
ared in the ages of the world. 
We have faid that we will ſpea- 

ke but aword of thcm, & in that 
word then we shall ſee both heaven 
earthy, hell, God, Angells, Saints, 
go0od'& bad & theinfcrnalipirits 
themſelves conſpire © all * unani- 
motuſlie together, although with 
different intentions to build up this 
croſle,, there was never any worke 
ſett abour with a more Knowing & 
more experienced multitude of 
workemen? The matter of which 
this Crofle was made including in 
itthe bodie and all its parties all his 
exteriour {ences , the ſoule &altits 
powcrs, whatſoever bclongs to the 
z; na- 
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natural, . tempo orall & moral good 
whatlocs 'er had relation. th: the {u- 
pernaturall and ſpiritual , can'one 
imagine a larger & more. rich mate 
trofa Crofle then this 2 If all. I.forts 
of pains according to the. ſaying 


of..this. Saint, be bur as. fo. many: 


pretigus jew {ls , can we find any 
more. ſplendid & glorious then 
theſe of her. Crowne & martyrdo- 
me: But my ſaule do younor fee 
this Rrovg & couragious warnan, 
whoſe: price 1s not to be found al- 
tough weshould ſearch to theends 
ofthe world, workes with her owne 
bands..co make her owne Croſlez 
and this is that which will make her 
perfe&t ,, & God almightie requires 
of us that with all x reſt of his 
creatures & even with his divine 
| hand we should likewiſe fert. our 
| Owne to the labouring & perfec# 
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ting our Croſlcs, otherwayes the 
worke will never go forward. The 
bodie of this Saint was a perfect 
croſſe which we may learne from 
her owne mouthe, for she aſſures 
us that she was full of paines & 
aches from head to foor & this {1- 
rely was ſufficient enough to com- 
pleat her croſſe by their multitude 
& number, if they had bin never 
ſo light & indiſcerr:ible, bur she 
_ declares that they were ſo sharpe 
& exceedingly dolorous, that they 
did not ſuffer her to reſt or take 
the leaſt repoſe even in the night 
which is deſigned forthar inter she 
was ſo burnt & dried up, that: her 
nerves began to shrincke up & be 
contracted, che thought thar all her 
bones were diſplaced, which of- 


tentimes cauſſed her fo great paine - | * 


& diſtreſle that it putt her our of 
GA wee her 
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her ſelf, Che Was (eyeral times 


thought to have bin dead , & putt 
1n a condition to be buried the wax 
lights burning about her bodie, fo 
that her eyes were shurt cloſe with 
the wax that f-Il upon them. On 
othertimes she was like a perſon 
that was ſtrangled; but ir may be 
the endured but for ſome lictle 
ſpace of rime, butshe tells us that 
she was three yeares in a moſt mi- 
ferable condition & for the {pace 


of twentie yeares rogether had 


continua!l vomitings, She fayes in 
the fixth chapter of the interiour 
caſte! , ſpeaking of her {lf she 
knew a pcrſon tharcould not ſay 
that she ever paſled one day wit- 
hour fſuffcrirgg ſome paine or 
other, & that sh«: found of all forts 
oftrouble, Farchcrmore you mult 


* + know that this was not onely a 
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mere imagination which oftentt- 
mes doth flatter ir (elf in its pat- 
nes & torments & encreaſe them 
by often thinking & to much 


tenderlie reflecting on them for 


the phyſicians that had a perfect 
knowledge of her diſtempers did 
afftirme that she endured the moſt 
terrible paines that could have 
bin undergone in this life and 
after all this the incomparable 
Saint , faithfull & true in all 


that she faid , & far enough oft | 


from any ſ{ccret complacencie & 
{elf love , who had a- courage 
that: ſurpaſſed her ſex , aſſures us 


that God alone doth know the : 


evils & paines that she ſuffered in 


her bodie. Ir is then moſt certain ' 


that her virginal bodie was a pure 
Crofſle ; a crofle whoſe price and 
greatnelle could not be knowne 
| 8 be- 
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becauſe as she her ſc{f declares | 
there was none bur God. him ſelf 
that knew her paines & troubles. 
Tfthe faint was a Crolle in her 
bodie , che was more perfeQlie in 
her foule , the ſoule notlo much 
lurpaſting the bodic in exccllencte 
as theſe interiour & {pirictuall croſ- 
ſes lurpaſle the exteriour & cor- 
porcall, And having bin condu- 


ed by. the holie Ghoſt ir {elf 


into this interiour defert , she paſ- 
ſed in it a good part afha lhe wit- 
hour receaving the leaſt drop of 


thit hcavenlic dew which was 


woutto flow downe from zime ro 


time. vpon the hearts & affections 
of other rs, but for her there was no=- 


thing but driveſſe & barreneſle & 
thcy were unto her as the moun- 
taines of G=iboe whcre there was 


"neither raine nor dew : she found 
I 6 in 


(206) 
mn her ſoule a profound ſadneſſe & 
did not know which way to turne 
herſelf inthe midſt of all thoſe ex- 
teriour troubles. She receaved no- 
thing but blowes & threats from 
heaven, & at the ſame time the 
ſearth tormented her on everie 
fide with unuſfuall ſorrowes ; she 
was afrogerher crucified in her bo- 
die,sh- was altogeth: r crucified in 
her ſpirit & minde, & if you aske 
mewhat theſe crofl:sare, the Saint 
her ſelf will anſwer you in the (elf 
ſame hiſtoric of her life , that there 
was none butGod alone that knew 
herexreriourevils, as we have al- 
readic obſerved, & far more great 
is the reaſun that none bur he 
Should know theſe interiour, & 10 
che profſ[cth in the ſixth ſtation of 
the interiour caſtel that they were 


anguishes that none can name. And . 
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if by chance you preſle till to 
know what they areshe that was 
ſo underſtading in her owne affairs 
can tellyou & aſſure you in the ſelf 
fame place thar they were paines 
which she could not tell how ro 
compare to any thing in this world 
but onely to the torwents of the 
next world hellitſelf : Alas this is 
to ſay much in few words, & yet 
we way imagine that this may be 
ſo when with all this she declares 
that none can name them. 

But you it may be will tell me & 
fay that thoſe manie troubles she 
ſuffered were aſſuaged & recome= 
pepſed by thoſe extraordinarie gra= 
ces & favours she re ceived, ſomett. 
mes the apparition of our B. Sa- 
viour , of his holie morher , of the 


; Saints & avgells, Ir 1s true that this 
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{| was ſufficient, but in theſe moſt 


hor- 
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horrible troubles she had no po- | 


wer .ſo wuch as to reflc& upon 


theſe extraordinarie fayours. And |. 
- what. did this incomparable Saint | 
do.inthe midſt of all theſe paines & \ 


| troubles , If shc lookt for helpe 
God, asshetells us, in the 3.Chap- 
ter of her life did not permitt that 
.$he. Should find any a ſtrange 
.Crofle, where torments accor- 
ding to this Saintare intolerable, & 


with this extremitie of paines they | 
leave the ſoule without anic hopes 


ofthe lcaſt helpe 6: {uccour. If one 
would enter into ones felf ro find 
out ſome remedie one preſentlie 
finds their eyes shutt ( it is the faint 
thatrells us ſo) they have not po- 
.werto thinke upan the leaſt good 
thing , & the defire of the leaſt vir- 
tuous action. The faith is then qui 


teas it were dead, & all the reſt at [ 


the | 
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| the virtues, thcy thinke they. do 


not love God, it ſcemsto them as 


| though rhey never had the leaſt 


| remembrance of him, the under- 


fianding is ſometimes ſo darkned, 
that one is as withour the light of 
realon,there is nothing to be tound 


in the ſoul: but that which contra- 
rie unto it, if one would applic 


themſclves to prayer it 1s but to 
avgment the troubles , & redonble 
ther peines. The Saint did endea- 
your to performe exteriour wor- 
kes cf devotion & other exerciſes of 
pictie, & she tells us that that .ſer- 
vedto little pur poſe. If she retired 
herſelf into ſolirude that tormen- 
ted her, ifshe converſed with anie 
that. was worſe , converſation for 


that preſent is inſupportable , ic 
- | ſeemsto them that they could fin- 
of | 
x | 


de their hearts to devoure all that 
_— comes 
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comes -near them. If she applied 
her ſelf to reading $he reaped no 
profitt, no comfort by ir, when 
'sheſpoketo her Confeſlors to lay 
opett her condition unto them , 
they often cryed out and chid her, 
what reſolution ſoever they tooke 
tothe contrarie;in manie occaſions 
all tharthey could fay ro comfort 
Her did her not the leaſt good or 
wade the leaſt impreſſion upon 
her, aſthough she was rever ſo 
Tubj. t & obedient to their orders 
& commands, it ſeemei] to her 
thit she did not make them well 
underſtand her condition & that 
She did not well explain her fclf & 
that she did greivouſlic deceive 
them, & although it was certainely 
true that God yet remained in the 
bottome of h:r ſoule yer 5he dil 
Not perccive it, for she thought 
aiwaycs 


(209) | 
alwayes that she was reprobated by 
God himſclf & caſt away & rotallte 
rejefted. And towards the greateſt 
feaſts hertorments began to be aug» 
menred & encreaſed , she was de- 
prived of all ſort of comfort both 
from heaven &earth, she was in- 
{cnfible to good like unto a beaſt, 
She was crucifiedin bodie in ſoule, 
in her ſelf by her thooghts , by her 
memorie by her imagination by 
her prayer by her virtue by her 
pood workes , by her reading, by 
her ſolirude, by her converſation , 
by all creatures : all created beings 
were unto her as unto the damned 
in hell as ro what regarded the pet- 
ne & trouble, Infine she was cru- 
cified by the creatour of all things 
himſelf. All this is taken out ofthe 
thirticth chapter of her life written 
by her owne hande, & in the 6. 


Chap- 
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Chapter oftheinteriour caſtell Af- 
ter allthis we muſt! underſtand .thar 
the.contradidtions of . men. muſt 
conduce to: the perfcdion-of this 
Crofle; the nobiiitie,, the Magi- 
trates:dtd reſiſt her , the officers of 
the King, the Gouvernour'of the 
cittie: where she at -laſt eſtablished 
her firſt monaſterie did powerfull 
acts againſt her, In many aſſemblies 
of: the towne they | concluded:the 
utter-'ruine of her moſt holie'& 
faintlike deſignes , & whar is-yer 
moretroubleſome then all-this the 
whole commonaltie who- | have 
uſually no other motive: then-their 
owne capricious obſtinacie to gut- 
.de them by & who ordinarilie car- 
rie themſelves onto all ſort of ex- 
cclle mutined againſt the faint 


crying out againſt her & g1v ing her | 


a thouſand injurious words & 
would 
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would have needs forced open the 

are of her monaſtery & the gover. 
nour hinſcitthreatned to breakeir 
open & take out foure poore or- 
phelincs who were the firſt &:anoſt 
worthy fubj<s of the reformation 
of the Carmelires. This is'nor all 
but she ſuffered from the Clergy, 
from religious, from Prelates, her 
owne fiſters , her ſuperiours her 
Generall, Her friends, Her Con- 
feſlors. - She ſuffered very much 
from the Princes of the world, bur 
much more from the Princes & 
Prelates of the Church, with all 
her modeſtie she yet writes moſt 
freelie , ſpeaking of one of thoſe 
Prelates, that she thought God al. 
migtic had ſtirred him on purpoſe 
to excrcile her patience and humilt- 


tie. Her Gencrall which at firſt lo- 


ved her cxtremelie , & who once 
had 
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had told her thar he would make I" 
her as many foundations 'as she had g 
haires on her head, was preſentlie | 
altered & changed , & gave her a it 
Covent for a priſon, forbidding her [*: 
ſeverely neverto meddle with any |! 
thing hereafter. The religious whe- 
reshe dwelt cry out againſt her , 
becauſe the had affronted rhem , to 
endeavour to begin a reformeP< 
amongſt them. All her friends did 
not a little contribute to perfect PE 
her Croſſe ſome interpreting fr 
her ations in a certain ſort which 
was no wayes advantageous tool 
her, ſome thought rhat she wan- 
ted humilitie , others alwayecs|'V 
found ſorcthing or other to ſayPt 
againſt her conduidct , others ac-Phe 
cuſed her of headineſle becauſe she 
did not follow their advice & coun- 
cell. The hiſtory of the Order doth 


relate] 
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relate, that all her greateſt friends 
did aſſemble together & once to0- 
ke a reſolution to exorzice her. as 


had bin a long time. together in 
difputes in noitcs, in troubles & 
procelles about the eftablichment 
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cquieſle , & certified her that they 
{vere content, fo that rhe mona- 
xt ſteric might be rented, Her friends 
gptter they had conlidercd of it, 
hfhought thar she ought in all rea- 
ofon to give that ſatisfaction to the 


youve the trouble, & to' endanger 
-.the foundation of a houſe of {6 

\epeeat.conſequence , for a thing that * 
id not any wayes deſtroy the per-- 
<Qion of that oblervance which. 
| che 
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thoughshe were pofleſled Afﬀeer she- 


lof her firſt Monaſterie, the Go-. 
» ſErnour and towne promiled to 
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zhedid intend & had a defigne to 
eſtablish; and ro ſtrengthen this 
they propoſe to herto conſult with 


Doctors & learned men, & they 


wereall of the ſelf ſame advice with 
her aforeſaid friends, repreſent ro 
your minde theextremitie to which 
this great perſonage was by theſe 

roccedings brought unto, $she 
could not reſolve of her felfto take 


rents bur it was a thonght that was 


wholly oppoſite to the opinion of 
the doors & all her friends in the 
meane time whilcſt shewas in the- 
ſethoughts , she was forſt to paſſe 
for a ſtubborne & headie perſon , 
& that she did do all things upon 
her owne head & followed her 
owne wayes without anie reaſon at 
all , & therefore ir was a great & 
evident figne that she was deceived 
&inthe wrong bias it is true she 
o- had 
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had the advice & councell of the: 
great St, Peter of Alcantara, & fo. 
this ſcraphicall ſoule did nor follow : 
onely her proper light & knowled-! 
ge but this ſerved her to lictle: pur-- 
poſc for her defence, ſince the: do-' 
[tours & her friends were off a con-: 
 [trary advice.Seethen how ourSaint 
behaves her ſelf in the midſt of all: 
theſe contradictions {o terrible. 
from all forts of perſons , & that. 
which is moſt trouble ſome of all in 
the perſecutions of thoſe that were 
he moſt holieſt, let us ſee what. 
he ſuffered in theſe oppoſitions. 
f to be ſpoken ill of is one of the 
reateſt perſecutions we can ſuffer 
e muſt then ſay that hers was one. 
f the greateſt, becauſe they did. 
ot onely ſpeake ill of her bur all 
ort of evill of her. Hearken what - 
he pious Bishop of Taraſſon wri-. 
| res 
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. tesinher life the things that were | 


laydto her charge , & that by thoſe 
of her companie for ſo many in 
nitberrhar.one could not find.any 
infamous ation of which we may 
ſmur the reputation ofthe moft vi- 
Je & baſeſt creature, of which this 
ſaint was not aſperſed withall, & in- 
Juriouſlie diſgraced & abuſed, & 
that even in that which concerned 
her puritie & honeſtic to fo high a 
degree that whatſoever could have 
bin ſaid to reproach thoſe that were 
. the moſt of all given over to their 
vitious inclinations, & void of all 


fear of God was laid upon her God| 


himſelf permitred , ( once as: she 
tooke ajourney that a noble Per- 
ſon beleived the had robed her of 
ſomewhat of value , & for that 
reaſon she ſtrucke her with ma- 
ny blowes upon the head wher 
the 
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the ſuffered unheard of paines and 


to render all theſe notorious accu= 
ſations the more publick , they 
compoſed many memorialls , pu- 
blique libells,her reputation was ſo 
far loſt not onelie in the ſecrett 
corners of the towne, bur alſoin 
the publique ſtreets in the Pulpits 
that in her owne preſence in a 
famous aſſemble in rhe cittie of 
Medine, a Religious man who was 
in great eſteeme ſpoke extremely 
ill of her & called her a creature 
falled with the ſpirit of lying who 
had made a great noiſe throughout 
all ſpain. In the foundation of To- 
lede her neighbours of the felf ſa- 
me ſex threw thouſands of injuries 
upon her & ſomerimesthey came 
to the verie grate to load her with 
reproaches & injurious language, 
& what did the Saint do in all theſe. 
ES K OC- 
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occurrences, amidſt all theſe cruetl 
ſtorms & tempeſts : If she ſpoke 
with freedome , they preſentlie 
cry out thatshe is proude, & that 
all her virtue 15 nothing elſe bur i- 
magination , becauſe she wants the 
cheifcſt of all the virtues which is 
humilitie. If she anſivers to what 
is queſtioned hcr abour hereſtate, 
then preſentlie she goes about to 
make her (clfa Kind of a {piriruall 
miſtreſſe to teach others. When 
She ſaid any thing unawares, & 
without avie the leaſt reflexion, 
then they preſentlic drew athou- 
ſand conſequences from it. One 
cannot tell or number up the dif- 
courſes, the jearings the extrava- 
ances that was vented againſt her 
when $he did propoſe the refor- 
meof herorder. Her general for- 
biding her to meddle anie more-in 
that 
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that buſineſſe she could by ns 
meanes obey him , becauſe ſaisshe 
I ſaw clearelie that 1 ought nor to 
deſiſt from ſeconding the worke 
wherein our lord is ſerved & on 


the other ſide she aſſures us that 
it was a certain kind of death to go, 
againſt the will of her Supeaiour. 


But what an humiliation was it for 
this generous ſoule , for what 
could one fay of her virtue, when 
one was certain that, she wanted 
obedience. But God by his extra- 
ordinarie light cl-arlie convinced 
her & the reſt of the world that he 
had a minde to chowe the power 
of his divine providence & how 
contraric his wayes were to thoſe 
of men & Angclls, who from the 
high aboade of his divine Majeſtie 
taſts his ey:s with pleaſure upon 
thole perſons that are inthe mea- 
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| neſt condition to draw them our 


of the duſt of their povertie & gi- 
ves them a place with the Princes 
of the People. This is the way the 
almighrie triumphs over the coun- 
cells of thewiſe & all the politicks 
of the moſt adviſed of the world, 
earraying on things to the end by 
thoſe meanes which ſeem accor- 
ding to humane prudence rather 
quite contrarie. His greateſt mira- 
cles ofprovidence & wiledome are 
founded in nothing , & his moſt 
magnificent ediftces are lifred up 
from thoſe ruines that shake under 
them , & the living ſtones thar 
compoſe them ,*are thoſe which 
the world caſts away as dirt & mi- 
re, thinking them unprofitable & 
of no valew. All ages showe us 
this conduct of an Omnipotent 
Governour, whodelights ſometi- 
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CHAPTER XHE 
How we ought to bear our Croſſes. 


A Frer we have ſpoken of fo 
, manie different forts of Croſ- 
ſs, there is nothing rematnes bur 
to rake up our owne amongſt {o 
great diverlitie & manage that as 
weare able, & how clearehte doth 
our divine Maiſter teach us this 
I fſor when he plainelie tells us, if 
any one will be my diſciple let him 
take up hisCrofle & follow me,for 
he doth notlay thar he should take 
.up a Croſſe, butthar he should ta- 
kevp his ou ne Crolle, it isatruth 
thatis moſt certaiy thit everie one 
then, muſt rake up his owne Croſ- 
ſe & follow his lord & Maft: rthat 
15 gone ba fore him to give him an 
K 4  EX= 
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example, let us ſay then to begin 
that to carrie our croſſes as we 
ought we muſt take heed of three 
inconveniences. Not to procure it 
aſmuch as we can by our owne 
faults, or by our Imagination ma- 
:kingro our ſelves certain ſtates & 

_ conditions of paines & torments 6: 
becauſe we have read them, or 
heard of them , or becauſe we ha- 
ve to much thought on them ,- but 
having committed the faults , have 
alſorrow forthem, bur do not dil- 
quier & trouble your ſelf & for the 
1magination do endeavour {weete- 
lie ro find ſome remedie by diver- 
ting it from its application , aCtivg 
according to the advice that fpiri- 
tuall perfons & thoſe that have had 
experience —_ you. Aﬀer that 
Keep your (cif in repoſe. and - aJ- 
wayes. thinke with. youy. felt, ghar 
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the paines you ſuffer as theyare the 


effects of your imagination , & the 
{ins you have commicred formerlie 
they are now no more volunta- 
rite , but are croſſes which God 
would have you beare. Do not 
then much diſcourage your ſelf 
Godthat would not have the cauſe 
wishtthe effe&t, endure them with 
peace, with ſweetneſfle & rranqui- 
litie of minde. 

The ſecond thing we ought to 
do is not to ſpend time in deſiring 
other croſles then our owne, you 
will fee ſome perſons rhat do no- 
thing elſe but conſider the croſfes 
& afflitions of others, & imagt- 
ning that they would be more pro- 

er & convenient for them : but 
all chis is nothing elſe but preſump= 
tion & pride mingled with ſelflove 
which alwayes ſeckes its owne ad- 
| KR 5 yan- 
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. yancement, its owne eaſe & quiet. 


Do we thinke we are wiſer then 
the eternal wiſedome it ſelfe, & 
know b:tter the croſſes which are 
proper for us then God himſelf, if 
it were lefrro our choiſc we shouſd 
makethei either to big,or to long 
or toshorr', to heavie or too lighte 
it belongs onely to Jzsus aloneto 
makethem juſt & «qual : hold for 
certain that which you have alrea- 
die, wharſoever your ſences , your 
thoughes may ſuggeſt the contra- 
rie, is that which is fitteſt for you. 
Be contented with it, & endeavour 
to make the bcſt ule of it you can. 
The fpiciruall envemie would per- 
ſuade you to change it,for fear you 
Should make good of it, he makes 
you thinke of others, to hinder 
you from makirg uſe of that which 
you have alreadie. oY 
"x 7 = The 
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Thethird thing we muſt do is 
to fly a certain ſubrilitie of ſelf lo- 
ve which doth ſuggeſt unto us thar 
it is but reaſonable that we should 
carrie our Croſle bur they thinke it 
would be better ifrhcy could carrie 
it in ſome other manner. Oneis 
willing to receive the evil he hath 
but he would have itin ſome other 
fashion. Burall this is nothing elle 
but a mere cheat & coſening to- 
nes {cf it is the will of God which 
we oughtto looke upon, & not 
onelie the croſſe , becauſe it is the 
divine will which we ought to re- 
gard & not thecroſle , becauſe it is 
the divine will which we ought to 


Tlooke after & not our owne. To 


bear ones croſſe as a Chriſtian 
oughttodo,doth nor coliſt in much 
faſtivg, in watching & ſuffering, 
becauſe the infernal ſpirits neither: 
es K 6 cate 
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eate nor ſleep & yet do- not bear 
any croſle, although they ſuffer un- 
 heardofpeines itis not to. give all 
ownes goods to the poore, & live 
in povertic, fincally the holy Apoſ- 
tle doth aſſure us rhatthat may be 
done inprofitablic & withour anie 
rewarde, & without the true love 
of God., it doth not confiſt in ſolt- 
tude for howmanie' wicked $she- 
pheards are there that paſle their li- 
ves in ſin & wickednefle it conſiſts 
then in bearing our ſufferances ac- 
cording to the fpirit of JEs us» 
CHrisT; becaulc he would ha- 
ve them to be bourne as they are 
ſent, now this cannot all be per- 


formed unleſle we ſuffer them in 


the manner thar he doth apoint 
us. In fine we muſt endeavour to 
manage all our crofles wich the 
greateſt: advantage ; & make uſe 
4 oO 
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of all the occaſions of ſuffering as 
of the time of our greatcſt gain, 


thar Hermite was wonderfull-who: 
ſcing the wormes fall from his core 
rupted flesh, gathered ther up with. 
reat eare & dilligence, to appl 
_ tothe other SW of his = 
die, he had agreat apprehenſion.to 
looſe the leaſt of them. Do nor 
then looſe the leaſt occaſion of 
ſuffring, do notler ſlip the leaſt af 
theſe happie moments., bur be ſure 
to be holily coverous in this affaire 
be not unlike the covetous. chil- 
dren ofthe world , who as our Sa- 
viour tells us are wiſer in their ge- 
neration then the children of light, 
it isaſmuch asro pull our his heart, : 
to make him looſe but one piſtoll; 
8&-whar joy is it to him when he 
lites upon a treaſure , & hath lis. 
berty do diye into it. far awhole 
bY day 
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day & fill his hands & his coffers 
with gold & filver, there is none 
can doubt he would nor looſe one 
moment to divert his thoughts 
upon any other employment, but 
the treaſvre of ſufferances doth in- 
clude with in it all the riches of an 
eternitie of glorie. If you had a 

ice ofthe true croſſe, & if ſome 
little parcels oſir shovld fall our of 
your hands upon the ground, ſu- 
rely you would preſentlie fall on 
your knees to gather it up & looke 
narrowlie on every ſide for fear of 
loofing the leaſt morcell. Alas 'the 
crolle you carry is the accompl's- 
hement of the crofſe of Chriſt; ta- 
ke heed then you looſe nota mor- 
cell ofit, we beg faith a holy per- 
fon, every day shat God almighties 
will should be done, & when he 
ſends us croſles & troubles which 
5,2 Mt are 
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arethecffc&s of that will we would 


not willingly ſuffcr then, We muſt 
then be faithfull in the acceptance 
of our croſles, butitis not enough 
to accept of them, we muſt enter 
intothem with a great courage & 
not ſtand muling & deliberatingro 
conſult, & hearken to our repug- 
nances. Why ſaith a very ſpirituall 
author should we uſe ſo much 
merchandiſing in the affaires of ſpi- 
rituall things , & therefore we muſt 
tle all our defires to the deſignes of 
our eternal maſter withour Kkno- 
wing ofic orthem & therefore it is 
beſt alwayes in theſe conditions to 
avoid all reflexion thar is volunta- 
ry & done with our full conſent- 
menr, all diſcourſes & curious en- 
qQuiries, The enemie often times 
medles here & b<ſides the ſteir we 
Keep to know & underſtand = 

h cila- 
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eſtate & condition & the evil we 
reliſt doth put us in danger by fil- 
ling our imagination with the ſpe- 
cies of the evils we ſuffer, there is 
not wanting for all this many ſpe- 
cious pretexts , for they will pre- 
ſentliertell us that they refle&t upon 
itto ſee whither or no they have 
conſented or not to the temprta- 
tion, bur this in ſoules that are 
troubled is commonlie a trick & 
invention of ſelf love & a ſodden 
Motion of curioſitie, in all rheſe 
conditions it is very neceſlarie to 
truſt ro an experienced diredtour, 
& to remember that to perſever in 
a good condition there are two 
things requiſite to do what we arc 
obliged unto although we find ne- 
ver ſo great oppolition amidſt all 
darkneſſes imaginable, & afterthar 
we muſt endeavour to turne away 
| OUr |. 
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our reflexion ſweetly from the paſ- 


nes & tentations we ſeele ; we muſt 


| likewayes $hun a certain tender- 


neſſe .& to much making of our 
ſelves, or a certgin deceit of minde 
which makes us beleive & rhat the 
are verie few that ſuffer thoſe things 
we doe, you shall ſometimes find 
thoſe. people that are alwayes a 
ſpeaking & declaring their crofles 
to others... 

. -One of the greateſt ſecrets in this 
matter of bearing our croſle is to 
avoid all ſort of inquietneſſe , & 
make the paine tranquille & quiet 
by a totall conformitic ro the divi- 
newill. T here cannot be to much 
ſaid in this point inquietneſle is 
good for nothing neither diſcoura= 
proenrorta theartedneſſe. Hum- 
ole your felt for that is the defigne 
of.God , bur do or trouble your 


_ felf 
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felf for that is the intention of the 
enemie , & 1in this condition you 
muſt obſerve that patience doth 


notconſift in not ſuffring the leaſt | 


agitation, to have no repugnances, 
to perceive;no trouble , ro haveno 
involuntarie diſtaſte not to have 
anie oppoſition tothe good we in- 
tend bur itlycs in this, that in the 
bottome of our ſou'es we are wil- 
ling ro comply with the will and 
delignes of God & his divine pro- 
vidence, & thus we fce manie peo- 
ple to be deceived, who will tcll 
you, thatthey would not ſuffer, 
b-cauſe they have great avcrſions 
6 repugnances ( thar are very fen- 
ible ) ro ſuff. rances: & yer if you 
examinc them well to the quick 
they defire no other thing then 
what God doth will. The example 
of our ever B. Saviour is very com- 
| for- 
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fortable in this ſubje&t. He showes 
fignes of ſadneſſe & trouble, we 


| may very well complain. He begs 


of his holie father that he would 
pleaſe to take the calice from him, 
doth {ufficientlie tell us that the 
ſenſibilitie of the inferiour partie 
doth not at all hinder the entire 
conformitie to the orders of our 
divine governour. T here are great 
ſoules whoſe ſenſible dolours ma=- 
ke them cry our & yet thcir will is 
totally abſorptin the good pleaftt= 


re of God, the ſelf fame ſaviour did 
| not he cry out aloude upon the 


croſle in chat great dercliction of 
his heaven lic father. 
Obſerve very well that ofrentl- 


mes the endeavours we moketo be 


freed from the croſlc whi h we bea- 
re are very inprofitable. There are 
ſome perſons ( layes Thaulerus) 
who 
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4ayho when they uſe the moſt dili-} 


gence, & make thegreateſt endea- 


yors become the moſt drie &deſer- 
red within , & find themſelves at | 
hard as ſtones; for they are not Þ 
able to ſuffer patientlie whar is laid | 


upon them to bear & are more & 
more diſencouraged , &. befides 
this they often times run into a ſe- 
cret preſumption which drives 
them-on fo, as ifwe could overco- 


me our tentations by our owne | 


forces , &this is the way to aug- 
ment them for our pride by this 
meanes encreaſes, & they are ſent 
totake it away , & therefore a to- 
tall abandon withour anie reſerve 


Is very ncceflarie in this point & af 
ſincere indiffcrence to all ſorts of þ 
ſafferances both for their qualitie, | 


quantirie ,& durarion, Sam-times 
God almightic doch bat expe 
de oncly 


X 
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| onely this torall abandoning of 


our ſelves into his hands, to give 


| comfort & eaſe to the perſon thar 


ſuffers : as is ſaid he did to the ve- 


| nerable Brother Alphonſus Rodri- | 


quez ofthe holic focieric of ]esus. 
Our owne proper will is the cauſe 
of all our paines & troubles : if that 
were bur annihilated as it were, 
we$hould quicklie be rid of our 
troubles. The paines you ſuffer are 


| ſent yourto purifie you, & ro untie 


you from the love of creatures , 8& 
ifyou in your croſſes & afflictions 
keep your owne willto this or that 
how can you then expect that they 
Should notremain as lopg as that 


laſts, do notyou plainely fee that 


your owne defires are anew matter 


| for your torment & ſufferings & 


this will be eafily evidenced if we 


conſider the nature of all inquiet- 
: neſle 


— 
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neſſe & trouble, irs proper cauſes | 


& roots , inquierneſle ( as the great 


St. Francis de Sales tells in his in- | 


troduction to a deyour life ) 1s not 
a fimple temptation bur a ſource & 
fountaine from whence manie 
temprations ſpring. Sadneſſe is a 
certain griefe & diſpleaſure of mind 
which we conceiveat the preſence 
of ſome evill that is upon us againſt 
our will & good liking , whither 
this evil be exteriour as poverrie, 
diſgrace ſicKneſle, &c. or interiour 
as repugrance , temtation, drincfle 
&c. alloon the + as the {oule fivds 
she hath ſome evil that doth attend 
h. r he is preſentlic defirous to a- 


void it & to find out meancs ro be 


freed fromit & this is properlie fad- 


nefle or diſcontent, & if she doth |; 
not preſentlie on a ſudden find | 


What she dcfires:she enters irco 


great - 
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Sz we 


F laſt the ſoule enters into a certain 

F Kind of ayguish , & unwonted - 

E ſtreſſe & wanr 'of all courage & 

| ftreng th inſomuch thar she thinks 
7 there is no remedic to befound to 
} her evil , ſo that you ſee the in- 
| quierneſle proceeds from a difor- 
| dinarte dcfire of being freed from the 
F evill we ſuffer, or to obtain the 
, | good we pretend i into , & yet sh-re 
is nothing doth french hinder et- 
| ther as this deſire, if then croſles 
þ ' and zMiictions are oothiog el(c bur 
- + ſomething thar goes againſt our 
e | will, iris certain when we do not 
{jreceiverh. m willingly & with con- 
' formitic to his will that ſ.nds 
; \ them, we double our crofle & 
3 augment our paines , for we are - 
| reſt- 
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yo inquietneſle that is reſtleſſe- 
# ncfle of her will, which doth not 
| binder bur encreaſe the evil & at 
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reſtlefle & diſcontented at what . 
happens to us , & that is that reſt. 
leſneſſe & diſcontentedneſſe bar | 


another croſſe which we adde to - 


the former, if then we intend to 
bear our croſle we muſt neccflariie | 
conforme our will to the will & 
pleaſure of him that gives what he. 
thinks moſt conducing to draw us! 
off from rhe love of our owne wills 
& the affection of all created goods; 
now according to the (clt fame au- 
thor in the 3. Chapter of his ninth 
booke of the love* of God , this 
union orconformitie to the divine 

pleaſure in afflictions, is made ci- 


ther by an holie reſignation , or a 


moſt holie indifferencie. Reſigna- 


tion is practiſed with a certain fot- 
ce & ſubmiſſion : one would wil 
linglie live in lieu of dyivg, yet ' 


ſince it is Gods pleaſure that we | 


myukl 
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. muſt die we yeildto ir. We would 


willioglie live ifit pleaſed God, yea 
farcher we would willinglie that it 
were his pleaſure that we should li- 


've, wedie willingly yet more wil- 


li-glic would we live, we depart 
with a reaſonable good will yer 
would we ſtay with a better. Job 
made an act of refignatiun when 
he cryed out in the midſt of his tor- 
ments {ince we have received the 


good fromthe hand of God why 


Should we nor fuſtaine the toiles & 
vexations which he- doth ſend uss 
he ſpeakes of ſuſteining ſupporting 


_ enduring : as it hath pleaſed our 
lard fo was it done our lords name 
be praiſed. Theſe are the words of 


relignation & acceptance, by way 
of fufferance & paticnce Reſigna- 
tion ' prefers gods will before all 


things yer doth it love many other 


| 3 things 
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things beſides the will of God; but 
indifferencie paſſeth refignation 
for ir loves nothing bur merely for 
the love of Gods will : infomuch 
that nothing at all can ſtir the indif- 
ferent heart in the preſence of the 
will of God. True it is the moſt 
mdifferent heartin the world may 
berouched with fome affeion, 
whileſt yer-it diſcovers not. where 
the will of God is. Eliezer being 
come tothe fountaine of Hara had 


- afull view of the virgin Rebecca, 


. and withour doubt ſaw her too. __ 
fair & pleaſing : howbeit he ſtaid 
himſelf in an 1ndifterencie, till he 
knew: by a ſigne from God, that 
thedivine will had ordained her a 
wifefor his maſters ſonne,, for then 
he' preſented her with Jewels & 
earings , & bracelets of Gold. 
Contrariwiſe if Jacob had onely 
| loved 


ff 
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Toved in Rachel the alliance with: 


—"_ 
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Laban to whic h his father had obli- 


ged him, Lyahad bin as dear unto 
him as Rachell, they being both 
Eabans daughters, & conſequent- 
lie his fathcrs will had bin fulalled 
inthe one as well as in the other. 
Bur becauſe beyond his fathers will 
he covered hisowne liking, taken 
with the beutie & lovelineſſe of Ra- 
chel, he was troubled to eſpouſe 
Lyayer by reſignation tooke her 
ainſt his. owne will & liking. 

- Butthe indifferent heart ſtands 
not thus effeted for knowing that 
tribulation although $she be hard 
favered as Lya, leaves not for all 
that to be daughter & that a belo- 
ved onetooto the divine pleaſure, 
itloves her as much as conſolation, 
which yet in it ſelf is more gracious, 
yea it loves tribulation more, for. 

L 2 that 
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that it ſeceth nothing amiable in it, 


ſaving the figne of Gods will. If 
pure water onelie be my defire, 
what care I whither or no it be ſer- 
vedupin agolden bolle orinaglaſ 
ſe, fince I am to have the water 
enely. yea I would rather have it in 
aglaſſe, becauſe ithath no other 
colourthen that of water which 1 
alſo have ar a faircr view. What 
doth it import whithcr Gods will 
be preſented unto usin tribulation 
or in conſolation, fince I pretend 
'nothing in either of them, bur 

Gods will which apeares fo much 

the better, in that there apeares no 

other beurie , then thar of his cter- 

nal pleaſure. 

Heroicall , yea morethen herot- 
call , was the indiftcrencie of the 
incomparableSt. Paul. I am preſ(- 
{kd faid he on two fides , having on 

the 


( 24 
the one fide a dcfire to be freed 
from this bodic & to be with | 8- 
SUs-CnRisT, whichis incom- 
parably better, yer on the other {1- 
de I dcfire to live for your fake. 
Wherein he was followed by that 
great Bishop St. Martin, who being 
gott tothe period of his lite , prel- 
ſed with anextremedeſire to go to 
God, did yet teſtifie that he would 
moſt willinglie remain amongſt 
the travails of his charge for the 
good of his lock. Admirable was 
the indifference of the Apoſtle, 
admirable thar of this Apoſtolicall 
man. They ſee hcaven ſtand open 
for them with all its joyes , in carth 
a thouſand toyles, troubles, they 
are indifferent in the choice of et- 
ther , nothing but the will of God 
can counterpoile their hearts, Hea- 
ven apears no more pleaſant then 
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world y miſeries to Gods good plea 
lure be in them both : labovrs are a 
heaven to them, if Gods will be 
found inthem , & heaven is an h-ll 
if Gods will be not found therin : 
for as David faith , they defire no- 
thing in heaven or earth , bur that 
Gods good plcalure might be ac- 
complihed. O lord what is there 
10 heaven for me , or what can T 
defire in earth fave thine owne f{cl- 
= 
The indifferent heart is a balle of 
wax in the hand ofits God ready ro 
receive all the 1:nprethons of rhe 
divine pleature. Its a heartequally 
expoled to allhaving-no other ob- 
ject of its wiil then the will of irs 
God, which dorh not place It's af- f 
f:tion upon the thing that God 
wilkth, but upon the will of God 
that willeth them, Wherupoen 


when 
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when it meetes with Gods will ia 
divers things, it chooſerh that coſt 
what it will wherin ir appears moſt, 
Gods will is found in maritage 6 
virginitie, but becauſe itis more in 
virginitie then in marriage, the in- 
diftcrent heart makes choice of vir- 
ginitt: though it should coſt her 
herlife , as it did St. Tecla , St. Sect- 
lie, St. Agatha, & a thouſand o- 
thers: Gods will is found in ſerving 
the porre aſwell as the rich, but yet 
ſome whar more in ſerving the 
poore : the indifferent heart will 
make choice of that yart. Gods will 
15 the {ovcraign object of the indiffe 
ret ſoule, vu hereſoever it is sh- runs 


'to the odour of its parfumcs,dire= 


Cting her courſe ſtill thither , where 
it moſt apeares without ante other 
reſpect & she would priſe more hell 
with Gods will to boote, then hea- 
L 4 ven 
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yen without it. Nay she would pre- 
fer hell bcfore it if she perceiveda 
little more of Gods will in thatthen 
in this , ſo that if by ſuppoſition of 
an impoſſiblething , she could ap- 
prehend her owne damnation mo=- 
re acceptable ro God, then her ſalva 
tion, she would quit heaven & run 
into hell fire, And this indifferencie 
11s to be practiſcd in things bclon 
ging tothe natural life , as in health, 
fickneſle, beutie, deformitie, wea- 
kneſle & ſtrength, in the affaires 
of the civil life, as in honours, pla- 
ce & riches, Inthe affaires of the 
ſpirituall life , as in drinefſes, con- 
{olations, guſts aridities:In actions, 
in ſuffcrances & finally in all ſort of 
events, Jobin his naturall life was 
afflicted with a moR?t horrible ſoare 
that evereye beheld : In his civil li- 
fe was ſcorned, baffled, contemned 
& 
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& that by his neareſt allies : In firs 
ſpiritual life he was oppreſſed with 
languors, gripings, convullions, 
anguihes, darkneſfſes, & with all 
kind of intollerable rnteriour ag- 
greivances , as his complaints & la- 
mentations do witneſle. In like 
manner our faviour was incompa=- 
rably afflicted in his civil life being 
condemned as guiltie of treaſon 
againſt God & man, bear, buffered 
ſcourged & in his natural life dyin 

in the moſt cruell & ſenſible tor- 
ments hart could imagine or thin- 
ke in his fpirituall life enduring for=- 
rows feares,amazements anguishesy 
interiour oppreſſhons ſuch as ne- 
ver was or shall be, & in all theſe 
conditions he ſtill cryed out fiat vo- 
luntas tua. Thy wilibe done & not mi= 
neowne. Ifaſtatue placed inthe ga« 
lerie of ſome Prince by the ſtatua- 
Ek 4$ re 
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fie were endewed with underftan- 
ding & reaſon & could diſcourſe & 
talke, & oneshould aſkeit fay ing, 
Tcl] me © fair ſtarua, why arr thou 
deatedan this hole? Itwould anſwer, 
becauſe my maiſter placed ime the- 
re,and if oneshovuld replie,bur why 
Kayeſt thou there withour doing 
anie thing , becauſe would ir fay 
my maſter placed me not there 
zo doe anie thing but to the end 
] chould remain immoveable bur 
ifone should urge further laying 
bur poor Rarua whar arr thou the 
better to r-main in this fort ; ah 


God would it ſayc 1 am nor here | 


for mine ownc intcreſt & ſervice , 
þurto obey & accomplish rhe will 
of my maſter & my maker & this 
fa&$1eth me & if one should yet 

urt anorher demand in this fort 
go too tell me then Ratue I pray: 
| | not 


| 


| 
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. not ſeing rhy maſter how doth 
thou take contentmentro content 
him :noverilie wouldit confelle I 
{ee him not indeede for | have eyes | 
'notto ſee, as allo feet not to walke | 
bur Tam overjoycd ro know that | 
my dear maſter {ces my hart , & 
{ing metakes pleaſure. Bur if one | 
Should continue diſcourſe with the | 
ſtarne & should ſay unto it, bur | | 
why wouldfi thou nor art leaſt wish ! 
to have motion thar thou mayeſt j- 3 
aproach near thy maker to afford - 
- him ſome better ſervice doubtlefle , 
it would denieirt, & proteſt ir de- 
. fired to do no other thing uvleſle 
- it were it maſters deſire. Is it poſli- | ; 


ble then would one conclude, that 
.thou defircſt nothing el{c butro be ; 
an immoveable ſtatue in that hol- I 
low place : no truely would that "bl 
wile ſtatua finally aniwere, no I 
<5 LE 6 de- 
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deſireto be nothing but a ſtatua, 
and a ſtatuacontinually in this ho- 
le, ſo long as my mailter pleaſcth, 
being content to be heer & in this 
nature ſeing it is his content whos I 
am, & by whomelam wharl am. 
Nothing excepting {in is done bur 
by the will of God called an abſolu- 
te will & of good pleaſure, which 
cannot be hindred by man &which 
is not knowne unto us but by the 
effects yet being arrived they make 
manifeſt that God willed & deter- 
.mined them, let us conſider all 
that hath been, is, & shall bee, and 
Tavished with amazement we $hall 
- be forced to crie out with the plal- 
- miſt O lordI will praiſe thee becau- | 
ie thou artabundantlie magnified, | 
thy works are wonderfull & my 
ſoule doth acknowledge them ve- | 
ry much, thy knowledge is beco- 
my 


7 un 
me very admirable to me, it is mas 
degreatnor can I reach to it, & 
| from thence wepaſle on to a moſt 
] holie complacence, rejoicing that 

God is ſo infinite in wiſedome, po- 
wer & goodneſflſe , which are the 
three divine proprietics wherofthe 
world is but a ſmall taſte or ſcant- 
ling. Let us behold men & an- 
| gells &all rhe varietie of nature , 
 qualittes, conditions, faculties , affe- 
Ctions, paſſions, graces & priviled- 
ges which the divine providence 
hath eſtablished in the innumera= 
ble number of thoſe havenlie in- 
telligences & humane creatures 
upon which Gods juſtice & mercy 
is ſo admirably practiſed we can- 
| not burconfeſſethatjuſtice & jud- 
| gement are the works of the al- 
mightie & take an exceeding com=- 
placence to ſee how ,God exer- 
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eiſcth his mercy by the ſundrie be- 
ncfirs which he doth diſtribare a- 
mongſt men & angells in heaven 
& in earth & how h- practiſcth his 
juſtice by an infinice varicty of pat- 
-nes and chaſtiſcments for his juſtice 
& mercy are equally amiable in 
them ſclves, ſince both of them are 
-no other thing then the ſame moſt 
Jingular goodncfle & dictie. But 
the cftc& of his juſtice being al- 
-wayes Sharpe & tull of bitrerneſſe 
To us he fweerens them with rhe 
-mixrureof the cff:&s of his mercy, 
4o,death afflictions, anguishes , la- 
'bours wherof our life is full which 
'by Gods juſt ordinances are the 
-punishement of fin are alſo by his 
-milde mercy made ladders to al- 
cendto heaven , meancs to enerca- 
ſe grace & merits to obtain glorie. 
«Bleſſed is povertie , huoger , thirſt, 
Gs: ſor- 


| 


| 
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ſorrow, fickneſle, perſecution,death 


for 1a truth they are the juſt puni- 
Shements of fin , yct punishements 
ſoſcaſoned with the divine goodneſ 
ſethar,they are to be deſired, &moſt 
of all be beloved. If the damned we- 
re not blinded by their obſtinacic & 
hatred which they conceive againſt 
God, they would tind conſolation 


1n their rormentrs & ſee the divine 


mercie admirably diſperſed a- 


monegſt their eternallie rormenting 


flames, ſo that the ſaints confide- 


. riyg on the one {ide the rorments 


of the damned fo horrible & dread 
full they praiſe Gods juſtice in ir, & 
cry out thou artjuſt o lord, thou 
art juſt & juſtice for ever raines 
inthy judgements bur icing on the 
other fide thar theſe paines though 
etcrnal & incomprehenſible come 
yet far Short of the fault & —_—_ 

or 
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for which they ſuffer them ravi- 
Shed with Gods infinite mercie, 
O lord will they ſay how good 
thou art, fince in the very heare {: 
of thy wrath, thou canſt not kee- | 
pen the torrent of thy mer cy, 
hat ir ſtreame not its waters to 
the devouring flames of hell it ſelf, 
& then turning our cycs upon our 
ſelves in particular, & finding in us 
divers exteriour & intertour goods 
as alſo divers exteriour & interiour 
paines, which rhe divine providen- 
ce hath prepared for us, according 
to his moſt holie juſtice & mercy, 
opening the armes of our conſent, 
we do moſt lovinglie embrace all, 
reſting in Gods moſt holie will , & 
finging unto him by way of an 
.hymne of eternal repoſe , thy wii 
bedonein earth as it is in heaven. 
olordihy will be done in earth, 
- ET whes 


 - 
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where we have no pleaſure which 
is notinterlaced with ſome paine, 
no roles without thornes , no day 
ſo clear thar is nor followed with 
ſome nighr, no ſummer that hath 
not its winter on the earth where 
conſolations are thin ſowen , & de- 
ſolations thick , let yet O God thy 
willbe done not onely in keeping 
thy commandments councells && 
in{pirations which are to be practi- 
{cd by ns, bur allo in the ſufferance 
of afliftions & paives which are 
to fall upon us, ſo that thy will may 
be don for us, in & with us 
what is thought good to thee, A- 
men, 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


VVe ought to bear eur Croſſes with 4 
greatefteem of them & thinke our 
ſelves unworthy of them. 


| E should firſt ſee if we can 
comprehend what paradiſe 
35, what an eternitie of glory is, 
nay what God himſclf is, before 
we can beableto takea juſt eſteem 
ofthe Crofle & its true valew be- 
cauſe by ſeparating us from the 
earth, by diſergaging us from 
Creatures, in forcing us to renoun- 
ce our ſelycs, it doth introduce us 
advantageouſlie into an etervirie of 
glorie, & puts us into the joyfull 
pollcſſiion of God himicelf, & che- 


ver {uttcientlie enough eſtcem & 


I 


refore it is certain that we can ne- þ 


. 


prt- 


, 
, 


{ 
, 
4 
« 
1 
[ 
l 
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! graces, & thatthey Should through 


C9] - 
priſe the croſſes we receave fo 
much as they merit. St. Tereſe aſ- 
ſures us in the booke $she writt of 
| the wayes of perfcCtion , that con- 
rewplatives uſuallic eſteem troubles 
as others do gold & prctious ſto- 
nes ; Itisevidentlie clear that a ſou- 
k that 4s truly colightned will ma- 
ke more account of a good Crof- 


world, of a good affront more 
thn -of all the honours of the 
world. She would have given all 
that she had the moſt pretious in 
the world,allcrownes & diadems if 
$hc had them for the moſt crouble- 
ſome hamiliations. ISnominies & 
| confufions are more deare unte 
: her then all the applauſes of 
' men, she would rather chooſe 
| to be loaded with all forts of dif- 


dirt 


ſe, then of all the riches of the. 
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dirt & dung upon her as she paſ.] ! 
ſed in the ſtreets, then ro be made 
much off & to have a glorious eſte | 
& good liking. I my ſelf knew : J | 


erſon of an eminent virtue & pic- 


tie well verſed in theſe truthes tha |. 
did protcſt that she should find a|'' 
great deale of paine & difficultieto | 
withſtand the atracques which {| - 
love & dcfire of her owne intereſt | 
would make her, if she should un- | * 
derſtand that she was condemne | 
to the gallows. This is a ſtravge ' 
kind of guſt will the Philoſopher | 
& ſages ofthe world ſay, bur iris | 
certain thar it is the ſertiment & | 
fecling of a God made man who| ' 
lived for no other intent then to | ; 
dye upon a Gibbcr. | 

Many faints filled with the veri- } | 
ties of theſe knowledges have of- | 1 
ten times uſed great pennances , to ! 
1 


| 
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/obtain this favour of God that they 


'mighr \uffer ; our B. Saviour did 


once revealc it to a holie pers6 that 


the. greateſt croſſes were the do- 


nairics he beſtowed upon his greae 
teſt favorites, forthe ſake & upon 


the account of his moſt holie mo- 


ther, &1t this be ſo, ir is very clear 


that we arc unwor thy of ſogreatan 


honour as to {uffcr for his fake & 
our owne. Our lins ſaid a devout 
ſoule deſerve rather that we sbould 


| have apart with the men of this 
worldin honours & riches, & the- 
'rc fore he wondred he was not 1 


the number of thote rhat were 
rich 8 glorious according to the 
valuation of the world : & furely 
weshall find chat oftentimes this 1s 
the portion ofthoſc that are repro- 


'barcd. Do you not ſce ſajd this ho- 
ly perſonage thar the great Turke 


is 
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is: one of the greateſt enemies of | 


J=sus-Cur1sT , & yet he hath 
moſt riches moſt goods, moſt plea- 
ſures & honours. The poore , the 
abje&, the humbled thoſe are the 
favorites of ' [Esus-CnurisT who 
have the honnour to itt at his ta- 
ble & drinke of his Cup ; for the 
ſon of God him ſelf was nourisht 
& fed with opprobious language 
contempt & diſgraces. The holy 
man father John de la Croix knew 
this truth very well , when this a- 
dorable Saviour putr it to his choice 
toaske what he would have in re- 
-.compenſefor thoſe great labours 
& paines he tooke in his ſervice , 


lord, anſwered this admirable Saint þ 


I aske nothing elſe, no other fa- 


vour of you but to ſuffer ſome- 
thing for your ſake, & to be di- | « 


ſpiſed & contemned as. you were. 


” 
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| The ſoule ( ſaith St. Terefia in the 
ſixth ſtation of the interiour caſtell). | | 
certainely knowes with all cer- | ; 

| 
| 


| taintie that she doth not deſervero 
ſuffer the leaſt incoventence for the 
love of her redeemer, how much x 
more not to endurea greater crot- |, 
ſe,& therefore the perſons thar find | 
themſelves in the conditions of croſ 
ſes should rake heed thou should: 
not ſo much eſteem their ſtate & 
condition, & take a ſecret kind of 
pride and 'complacence & {ubtile 
| eſteem of themſelves. O my ſoule 
the reſt of our dayes shall be ſpent 
1n a more profound reverence & 

| reſpect forthe wayes of the Croſ- 

F ſe, wayes thatare troubleſome tro 

acre hemilianc before men, bur 

F very holie & ſanctified in the or- 
; der of Grace,& altogether glorious 
{in arhe eyes of God & of his angels. 

Let 


. Let us followour Maſter that wc nt | 
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before us, & cfteem our ſelves hay- F 
py with him when we are ſpoke i 
& miſuſed when thy curſe & re- 
vile us, when we are hated, rejeQcd 
& caſt off by all the world , when 
we are in lamentations, 1n teares &, 
mourning, ; 
We reſpect & hit with reaſon, 
too , the images & picturcs of en | | 
crolſe which yer many times arc| | 
nothing elſe but jwood & paper,|. , 
with greater realon ih-n we should | 
venerate them in living images a| | 
all Chriſtians are. If ever we entc| | , 
into thoſe houſes that are unhappy | 
in thecycsof the world where we 4 
Shall find nothing but a miſcrabi r 
familie where we $shall underſtan, | 
nothing bur ſighes& groanes, whe 
re we shall (ce nothing bur poverit 
& miteries, let us ſtop & ſtand ol! ,, 
0) 


(265) 
of reſpeft & reverence , & imagine 
'{/ toourf{clvesthitthey are the lou- 
!\' vres & palaces of a crucified Dicty 
*_ &do rot we know that hofpirales 
i whichare the places of {icknefles 
! &grick.s have obtained the privi-' ; 
'\ ledge to be called Hoſtels de Die , *. 
' the houts of Ged. A priviledge which; : 
j isgivento 10,0ither places, O what 

a happinefſle would it be if we could 
| find our acreature that is the out= 
'|- caſt & ſcum of the world who could 
not {peake. or give the leaſt figne 
* bur preſcntlie he 1s thruſt our of 
4 rhe companic abandoned by all 
} his friends, & who was reduccd to 
| th- utmoſt 'extremirie by the | 
*  privation of his g50:is of his ho- i; 
* nour, & of all things that might 
content his fences, tn honuur 
6 to ſach aperion we onght ro bend 
to the ground & when we have. 


, M done 
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done that kifſe ir, to ſignifie the 
Reverence we owe to the perſon 
thar paſſed by, for the croſle whe- 
reſoever It apears deſerves a vene- 
ration that 1s altogether particu- 
lar. 

 Andyer we muſt needs confeſle 
that the number of thoſe that rru- 
ly follow their maiſter is very rare 
& that even amongſt thoſe that 
profeſſe the greateſt piety & devo- 
tion ; alas if we looke after a devo- 
tion it muſt be one thar is careſled, 
applauded, approved & eſteemed 
the perſons that are to be dire&cd 
run after thole directeurs that are 


in eſteem & no preachcrs are to be 


heard but thoſt have thar the vo- 
gue, without much conſidering the 
effe&ts & events that follow for the 


gloric of God, Nature finds its way | 
th:ough all paſſages, when we have 


lefc 
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left the world, & its converſations, 
ne. would find our eaſe & repoſe 
amongſt the people of pictic & de- 
votion , of whome we delire ro be 
beloved , & thinke our ſelves hap- 
pie when we are eſteemed & careſ=- 
{cd by thoſe of our owne pro- 
feſſion. Experience doth dayly 


Showe us, thatin all things wee ſce- 


ke our ſelves & our owne content 
& ſatisfaction but we muſt endea- 
vou: to cſteem our crofles & then 
we $shall not much care whar it 1s 
we bear, & who it js we luffe it 
from. 
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GHMAPTER- XY. 


That we ought to bear our Croſſe 
with loye. 


Ove - of the Croſle followes 
_<he eſteem we have of it for we 
love things in proportion to the 


eſteem we carrie of them , we need 


not goe far to fetch arguments t9 
convince anie one of this truth for 
they may be eaſilie convinced of 


theioveihey ought ro bear to their 


crollcs & {ince God almightie him 
{cf hach loved them they muil 
needs become amiable , & he hath 
loved them with inexplicable ar- 
dours of his aff-Ction & rherc fore, 
they ought ro be the ſubject of our 
molt ſtrongeſt complaiſances, let 
men of the world ſay what they 


plea (o. 


| 
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pleaſe, & ler them joyne their 
heads together to infinuate the 
contratie we muſt ill be of rhe 
opinion of a Dcified man all the 
men of the world may be decet- 
ved & be deceivers th:miclves, but 
God cannot nor will not deccive 
either himſelf or us, & he thar fol- 
lows his footſteps walkes in the 
lighr & in the truth , bur all other 
wayes are our of the roade & full 
of darkeneſles & obſcuritics. 

The adorable J=sus., our God, 
alwaycs loved {utterances , they 
were his treaſure , his joy , his glo- 
ric his delight, his heart, his loye. 
He cſpontcd the crofle in his en- 
trace into this world, & calls himſelf 
the man of ſorrows , which he did 
not lcave till he left his life. You 
would fay that he could not find 
terines to exprefle the love that he 
M 3 bore 
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-bore to his croſle & his paines & 
the infinite inclination he alwayes 
had to {uffer them, it was not ſuth- 
cicnt to ſay he had a delire bur he 
allſures us he detired them with a 
-delire, that is to ſay with a detire 


that adher men or angells can || 


comprebend, the love of the cro{- 
ſe did preſſe him {fo forcibly that he 
ries out aloude to all I have a bap- 
tiſme to be baptiſed, ſpeaking of 
his paſſion & how am Iprcſled un- 
till it be accomplithed Bur this 10- 
ve did ſo continuallie poſlcfle him, 
that in that very time y herin heen 
_ deavoured to ſet forth the ſplendor 
of his glorie with the greateſt ad- 
vantage he preſently entertains 
himſclf & his auditors with the r-- 
' membrance ofthe peines he was to 


ſuffer, & this1s not all for he is io | 


tranſporced with the love of th: 
. crol- 


| 


es 


| 
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croſſe , that he called the Prin- 
ce of the Apoſtles, Satan , when 
he by a naturall goodnefle would 
needs have endeavoured to free 
him from it , & calls Judas his 
onelie friend, when he $showed 
him the meanes to arrive to his de- 
lired pretenſions, hetold St. Pe- 
ter in this occaſion that he 


Should depart from him , that he . 


was a ſcandal unto him, & arri- 
ſivg went to meet the diſciple that 
was to betray him & give him the 
kiſle of peace. St. Marie Magdalci- 
ne his beſt beloved, muſt have no- 
thing elſe bur his feete St. John that 
was alwayes his favorite his breaſt, 
bur his mouth muſt be reſerved to 
Judas Iſcariotes , & how can we 
know theſe truths , & haw can we 
underſtand all rheſe pretious lo- 
ves of JESus-CurisT, wit- 
M 4 hour 
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Hour taking fire & be altogether 
enflamed atter peines 6: ſuiteran - ; 
CES. 4 
O ſweet , happte & delightful 
nex's, when we arctold , that all 
| . the world doth lcave us, & even 
| thoſe which we never thought of, 
Googobegon creatures retire your 
ſelves i in good time your elongatios 
are to us the feet aproaches of our 

- Creatour , & how happiec & thrice 
bleiſed the chinge, God for the 

| the Crearure, Gold for the Creature, 
O wy fovle what cheat can be mo» 
re faneſt & trroublelome then to 
ſfeeke after confolation eaſe & re- 
pole in any created. exiftence, O | 
tile confolations you are gre cad & [ 
true deſolations, & thoſe rhat thin- 
keto find any true joy in you do 
like choſe thar fall into ſome decre 
abyile, they catch at eyery thing 

| thoy 
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they mect withall hopingro finda 
ſtable fupport that may hinder 


them from falling, but alas they are 


- but trawes & bushes & cannot hel 


pe them out when God hath a 
mind to draw usintothe abyſle of 
affliction, into the abyſle of what 


 'weare nothing,to the glorious loſle 


of our ſelves, we ſtill areen deavou- 
fing ro ſtick to all ſorts of creatures 
we meet wichall, thinking to find 
a lictle eaſe bur alas we are miſt 
aken, if we intend to find that we 
muſt ſert our ſelves be drowned in 
the abyſme of the dictie & leave all 
creatures. O Divine Abylle, ler 
my wretched ſoule be alwayes loſt 
in you, that jt may never be found 
by ai:ic creatures or created plea- 
ſure. How greathath your blind- 


nefſe , yourſinſenfibilitie; hitherto : 


been. Adore & accept with the 
point 


*”* 4 -” 
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point of your ſpirit all the croſſes 
'& perſecutions the, divige provi- 
dence $hall ſend you, & ſay with 
the good St. Andrew. O Bona Crux 
diu defiderata & concupiſcenti animo 
preparata gaudens venio ad te. O 
Cc Bicſled & adorable Crofle , I recci-' 


| 


veyouwith a joyfull & contented) 

-mind-& fince iris not yet knowne 

of whar wood fr of our B. Sa-| 

viours was madeft am indifftcrentto 

all ſorts w hich he $hall ſend , wit- 

hout choice or eleion 2: interiout] 

' orexteriour lighte or heavy, from: 

- friends & Enemies, of long* or 

Short duration , honourable or 

_ diſpraccfull my joy $hall be.that 

they are ſent me by his paterhal 

; . hand for his glory & mine owne ſal 
| vation. 


_ 


- C"I_—_— — : 
# * = WC * 
6 e 2 
# v * 7 
EP 5 4 G ” 
g - 
- 4 a? . 
_ : 


E- 


Se, * S + _ 
i hy, £54, *, 
5 4 , < 7. 

X # , SIMDL 5 
0 4 , 


4 


